APPENDIX VI

CONTENTS:

List of 303(d) Waters in the Cape Fear River Basin

A-VI-1



—— e et e e e




APPENDIX VI
List of 303(d) Waters in the Cape Fear River Basin

Section 303(d) of the Clean Water Act (CWA) requires states to develop a list of waters not
meeting water quality standards or which have impaired uses. Waters may be deleted from the list
if existing control strategies for point and nonpoint source pollution will achieve the standards or
uses. Waterbodies which are listed must be prioritized, and a management strategy or total
maximum daily load (TMDL) must subsequently be developed for all listed waters.

The 305(b) report was used as a basis for developing the 303(d) list. Section 305(b) of the CWA
requires states to report biennially to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) on the
quality of waters in their state. In general, the report describes the quality of the state's surface
waters and presents information on how well a waterbody supports its uses. Likely causes (e.g.,
sediment, nutrients, etc.) and sources (point sources, agriculture, etc.) of impairment are also
presented in the report. Only those waterbodies whose use support rating was not supporting
(NS) or partially supporting (PS) in the 305(b) report were considered as candidates for the 303(d)
list. Of those waterbodies that showed impairment (PS or NS rating) only those waterbodies that
had a use support rating based on monitoring data collected in the last five years were included on
the 303(d) list. As more conclusive information on streams rated using older data or best
professional judgment is obtained, they will be added to the list if the data indicate impairment.
The North Carolina Division of Environmental Management (DEM) will be collecting information
on as many of these evaluated waterbodies as staffing and time permit for subsequent updates of
basin plans. Finally, those waterbodies which were rated as NS or PS were then examined to
determine if there were management strategies in place. If so, the streams were eliminated from the
list. Management strategies that were considered included the following:

1. Federal stormwater - Waters where the federal stormwater regulations apply may have
been eliminated from the list if nonpoint sources were the only problem. Exceptions to this
include waters in the Jordan Lake watershed as these tributary arms will need a more
comprehensive strategy to address the point and nonpoint nutrient issues. Federal
stormwater programs exist in Greensboro, Durham, and Cumberland County in the Cape
Fear River Basin.

2. Miscellaneous nonpoint programs - Any waterbodies where DEM was aware of
nonpoint management studies (e.g. 319 or similar program) were eliminated if nonpoint
sources were the only problem.

3. Point sources - All waters where point sources were the only problem were eliminated if
the facility was under SOC, under schedule for removal, recently upgraded, or some other
- strategy was in place.

Finally, the 303(d) list for the Cape Fear River Basin has been prioritized. Any stream in the Deep
River and Jordan Lake watersheds may have management strategies developed during the next
planning cycle. Each of the watersheds has been identified in Chapter 7 of the Basin Plan as
needing future management strategies for nutrients. However, the amount of work that will be
completed will depend on available resources. Nutrient management should address some of the
sediment issues in these two basins as well, but some specific waterbodies may need additional
management than that proposed in the next basin plan.

The DEM has also begun setting up nonpoint source teams for each of the state's 17 major river

basins. These teams will have representatives from agriculture, construction, mining, on-site
waste disposal, solid waste, wetlands, forestry, groundwater, urban stormwater, and wildlife
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agencies. These teams will develop the nonpoint source portions of the Basinwide Water Quality
Management Plans. Their tasks will include descnbmg current nonpoint source activities in the
basin, conducting assessments of specific nonpoint source controls in targeted watersheds,
identifying future momtormg sites, developing five year action plans for nonpoint sources, and
developing 319 project proposals for targeted watersheds. DEM plans on recommending to this
comrmttee that the Deep River Basin recelve hlgh priority for further study.

The 303(d) hst for the Cape Fear R1ver Basin is presented in Table A-VL1 @ pages)
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