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FOREWORD

Clean water is critical to the health, economic well-being and quality of life of those living or
working in the Hiwassee River basin. Most water users in the basin, including industry,
agriculture, tourists, and the residents of the basin, rely on water for basic needs. These basic
needs include water supply and/or disposal of treated wastewater. In addition, many businesses
and residents of the Hiwassee River basin rely directly or indirectly on the basin's 986 miles of
rivers and streams to meet their recreational needs and to supply a source of living through
tourism. To these groups and the public they serve, it is important that the basin's waters support
viable fisheries, that the waters be relatively safe (low risk of contracting water-borne disease)
and that they be aesthetically desirable (free of objectionable colors, odors and smells). Yet
maintaining clean water becomes increasingly difficult and more expensive as the population
grows, as land is developed and as competition for its resources heighten.

The majority of the surface waters in the basin are of good quality. Approximately 10% of the
waters in the basin are classified as Outstanding Resource Waters or High Quality Waters.
About 23% of the waters in the basin are classified as Water Supply Watersheds. The Hiwassee
River basin contains three state listed endangered mussel species. There are eight other aquatic

~ faunal species listed by North Carolina as either of Special Concern or Significantly Rare.

While most of the waters in the basin are fully supporting their designated uses, there are
segments of two streams (Brasstown Creek and Valley River) which were found to be impaired
based on Division of Water Quality monitoring. There are reasons to be concerned about the
quality of some other waters in the basin which were rated as Support Threatened. These waters
include Junaluska Creek and portions of the Valley River. The causes of water quality
degradation are from both point and nonpoint sources of pollution.

" Growth and development is expected to become a more important water quality issue in the

basin. The resulting construction of roads, driveways, commercial and recreational areas and.
homes must be undertaken with proper care to prevent sediments from reaching surface waters.
In addition, forestry and agricultural practices should be done using best management practices
to avoid erosion and the resulting sedimentation to streams. :

Preserving and enhancing the quality of water in the basin is beyond the capabilities of any one
agency or group. State and federal government regulatory programs will play an important part,
but much of the responsibility will be at the local level. Those who live, work and recreate in the
basin have the most at stake. '

This document provides.a summary of the causes and sources of water pollution in the basin, the
status of the basin's water quality, a summary of water quality rules and statutes that apply to™
water quality protection in the basin, and recommended strategies to protect and enhance the
quality of the surface waters in the Hiwassee River basin. The Hiwassee River Basinwide Water
Quality Management Plan is a planning document that will be used as a guide by the NC
Division of Water Quality (formerly Division of Environmental Management) in carrying out 1ts
water quality program responsibilities in the basin.

Beyond that, it is hoped that the plan will provide a framework for cooperative efforts petween
the various stakeholders in the basin toward a common goal of protecting the basin's water
resources while accommodating reasonable economic growth‘.
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