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December 18, 2002

To:
Pretreatment Professionals

From:
The Division of Water Quality, Pretreatment Unit

Subject:
Pretreatment Requirements

For Mercury Monitoring and Analysis using Method 1631

Pretreatment Program POTWs that received the Division’s letter dated August 30, 2002 with the subject:  NPDES Mercury Requirement,  Implementation of EPA Method 1631 are reminded of a few important points.

1. The letter and a list of facilities that received the letter are on the web.

2. The requirement to use Mercury method 1631 (or subsequent low-level mercury methods approved by EPA in 40 CFR 136) effective September 1, 2003 applies to Wastewater Treatment Plant EFFLUENT.

3. This applies to all DWQ required Wastewater Treatment Plant EFFLUENT sampling and analysis.  This requirement applies even if mercury is not listed on the limits page(s) of your NPDES Permit.  One of the following conditions may apply to you - NPDES limited, NPDES monitoring only, Pretreatment Long Term Monitoring Plan (LTMP), and Pretreatment Short Term Monitoring Plan (STMP) sampling and analysis.  Pretreatment monitoring is a requirement in your NPDES Permit.

4. Expanding the requirement to do Mercury analysis using method 1631 on samples collected at other locations in your system such as:  your Influent, SIUs, CIUs, specific types of non-SIUs, un-controllables, trunklines, upstream, downstream, aeration basin, or any other locations will be decided on a case by case basis depending on the initial results from using method 1631 on your effluent.

5. Pretreatment Programs require good data and good data analysis by a knowledgeable experienced pretreatment person in order to develop a valid legally defensible Headworks Analysis, mass balance, technically based local limits, write specific pretreatment permit limits and conditions, and to promote pollution prevention/source reduction.  Sometimes more and better data is absolutely necessary to make wise decisions.

If you are unsure if your facility received the August 30, 2002, Method 1631 letter, please contact your ORC or consult the list on the Division's web-site.  If you have any questions, please contact your Central Office Pretreatment Staff member.
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Website:  http://h2o.enr.state.nc.us/Pretreat/index.html
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