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N.C. Division of Water Resources 
 

 
 
 

Administered by: Division of Water Resources (DWR), N.C. Department of Environmental Quality 

(NCDEQ), 1611 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, N.C., 27699-1611. Phone: (919) 707-9000 

 

Authority: NCDEQ (the department) is authorized to provide grants to local governments for stream 

restoration projects under the Natural Resources Conservation Service’s Environmental Quality 

Incentives Program (NRCS-EQIP) by General Statutes 143-215.70-.73 and Session Law 2017-57. These 

statutes can be viewed on the web at the following web addresses:  

 

http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/Statutes/StatutesTOC.pl?Chapter=0143 

http://www.ncleg.net/enactedlegislation/sessionlaws/pdf/2017-2018/sl2017-57.pdf 

 

Who is Eligible: Units of local government and local political subdivisions. 

 

Application Deadlines: Applications are received throughout the year for two standard grant cycles.  

The fall 2017 grant cycle began July 1 and will end Dec. 31. The spring 2018 grant cycle will begin 

Jan. 1 and will end June 30.  

 

Eligible Purposes and Cost-Share Percentages: The types of projects listed below are eligible for 

state cost-sharing by the department. The General Assembly placed a 50% matching limit on Water 

Resources Development Project Grants during their 2011 session. This limit will remain in place until 

rescinded by the General Assembly. Grants may be made for the non-federal share of water 

resources development projects for the following purposes: 

 

•  Stream Restoration  

•  Water Management  

•  Water-based Recreation Sites  

•  General Navigation  

•  Recreational Navigation  

• Feasibility or Engineering Study  

• NRCS Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) Stream Restoration Projects 

o See NRCS EQIP Grant Guidelines document on the grant website below for details. 

 

Projects planned and constructed by a federal agency with a local cost-share and projects without 

federal assistance are both eligible for state financial assistance. However, the applicant must be a unit 

of local government. Non-eligible purposes include compensatory mitigation and the generation of 

compensatory mitigation credits for impacts to aquatic resources per the Federal Mitigation Rule (33 

CFR Part 332). However, compensatory mitigation projects can be located directly adjacent to an 

eligible project for the purposes of achieving maximum ecological benefit. Projects associated with 

meeting an existing permit requirement (i.e., Phase I and Phase II Stormwater) and small watershed 

projects of the Natural Resources Conservation Service (reviewed by the N.C. Soil and Water 

Conservation Commission) are also not eligible for funding. 

Water Resources Development Grant Program – Fall 2017 Guidelines 

http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/Statutes/StatutesTOC.pl?Chapter=0143
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Application Submittal 
 

An application for Water Resources Development Project Grant funding should include the five items listed 

below to be considered complete. All required forms and grant information can be found at the following 

website: https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/water-resources/water-resources-grants/financial-assistance. 

Please check this website frequently for updates.  

 
I. Application Spreadsheet (MS Excel) – All applications should include the appropriate project 

information in the designated sheets including contacts, general information, narrative, stream treatment 

amounts, benefits and budget. Detailed instructions about how to complete this application are provided on 

the Instructions sheet of this application.  

 

The local sponsor should prepare a brief narrative about the project that begins with a statement outlining the 

overall project scope (what’s being proposed), followed by the project justification (why it’s being proposed). 

For stream restoration projects, a brief description of how the proposed stream treatments will mitigate the 

observed stream impairments, along with minimum and maximum proposed buffer widths shall be provided. 

Additional supplementary documentation (i.e., reports, photos, letters of support) can be provided as separate 

attachments (see Item V below). 

 

DWR has begun transitioning the application process to a streamlined web-based format which we 

anticipate being ready for implementation in early 2018. Please check our website regularly for updates. 

 

II. Project Plan and Location Maps – A minimum of two scaled maps is required. The first map shall 

include the project footprint delineated on a USGS topographic quadrangle map or overlain on recent aerial 

photography. This map shall be at a small scale (zoomed out) to show the project area within the context 

of a watershed, county or region. The second map shall be a conceptual plan that describes the location of 

project elements listed in the project narrative. This map shall be larger scale (zoomed in) to show greater 

detail within the immediate project area. 
 

III. Official Resolution – The local sponsor shall include a resolution adopted by the governing 

board stating the amount of state aid requested and accepting the applicant's responsibilities. A 

representative of the Project Sponsor with signatory authority shall sign this resolution. The following 

responsibilities shall be included: 

 
1. Assume full obligation for payment of the balance of project costs. 

2. Obtain all necessary state and federal environmental permits. 

3. Comply with all applicable laws governing the award of contracts and the expenditure of public 

funds by local governments. 

4. Supervise construction of the project to assure compliance with permit conditions and to assure 

safe and proper construction in accordance with approved plans and specifications. 

5. Obtain appropriate easements, rights-of-way or suitable spoil disposal areas that may be 

necessary for the construction and operation of the project without cost or obligation to the 

State. 

6. Assure that the project is open for use by the public on an equal basis with limited restrictions (if 

on public property). 

7. Hold the state harmless for any damages that may result from the construction, operation, and 

maintenance of the project. 

8. Accept responsibility for operation and long-term maintenance of the completed project. 
 

https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/water-resources/water-resources-grants/financial-assistance
https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/water-resources/water-resources-grants/financial-assistance
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IV. No Conflict of Interest Certification – Applicants must provide certification that the applicant, 

applicant’s subordinates and any person or persons designated to act on behalf of the applicant do not have 

an actual or apparent conflict of interest with respect to the project. A representative of the Project 

Sponsor with signatory authority shall sign this certification. 

 

V. Supplementary Documentation – Additional supplementary documentation (reports, photos, etc.) 

is not required but can be provided as separate attachments via email as part of the application submittal. 

 
Note: Any changes to the project budget and/or project scope will require the written approval of NC 

DWR and may also require a DEQ contract amendment. Unapproved changes to the project scope 

or budget will not be eligible for cost-share funding or reimbursement. 

 

 

Grant Application Review and Approval 
 

The following criteria will be used to approve, approve in part, or disapprove grant applications. 

 

1. The economic, social, and environmental benefits to be provided by the projects; 

2. Regional benefits of projects to an area greater than the area under the jurisdiction of the local 

sponsoring entity; 

3. The financial resources of the local sponsoring entity; 

4. The environmental impact of the project; 

5. Any direct benefit to state-owned lands and properties. 

 

 

Applicant Obligation – Environmental Permitting 

All proposed projects are subject to environmental review and permitting under applicable federal and 

state laws. It is the applicant’s responsibility to prepare, provide and remain in compliance with all applicable 

environmental permitting requirements associated with project implementation. 

 

Pre-Application Site Visit 

As part of the application review process, a pre-application site visit will be scheduled with the DWR 

grant administrator (or designee) to gather additional information regarding a proposed project to assist 

the department in determining if the project meets the applicable review criteria listed in GS §143-

215.72. 

 

The primary objectives of this site visit are: 1) for the DWR grant administrator (or designee) to address 

any questions or concerns the project team may have about this grant program; 2) for the project team to 

share with the DWR grant administrator (or designee) information about the conceptual restoration plans 

associated with a proposed project, and 3) for the DWR grant administrator (or designee) to photo-

document the project area. 

 

Review Decisions 

Review decisions and notifications for applications received during the spring application cycle are generally 

made in October. Review decisions and award notifications for applications received during the fall 

application cycle are generally made in April of the next calendar year. However, unforeseen circumstances 

such as legislative, policy or funding allocation changes may delay award notifications. 
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Projects Not Awarded Funding 
Applicants who are not awarded funding within one calendar year from the end date of the grant cycle in 

which their application was originally submitted must complete and submit a new application to DWR if 

they wish to re-apply. The spring grant cycle ends on July 1 and the fall cycle ends on Jan. 1 each year. 

 

Post Grant Funding Award 
 

Acceptance of a grant award will require the applicant to enter in to a grant contract with the NCDEQ. Any 

changes to the scope of the project or project budget after submission of a grant application will require the 

written approval of the NCDEQ and may also require a DEQ contract amendment. Unapproved changes to 

the project scope or budget shall not be eligible for, and may result in additional reductions to, cost-share 

funding or reimbursement. 

 

Grant awards are valid for two years. The grant contract length will be two years from the date of the 

NCDEQ executed contract. Grant recipients can submit an extension request for one additional year 

beyond the grant expiration date if progress toward project completion can be sufficiently documented. 

An extension request shall be submitted by the project sponsor or primary contact via mail (cover letter 

on official agency letterhead) or email, and shall briefly document the following items:  
 

1. Justification for the extension request 

2. Summary of the current project status 

3. Anticipated project schedule moving forward 
 
The extension request and supporting documentation should be mailed to: 
 

N.C. Division of Water Resources  

Attn: Amin Davis 

1611 Mail Service Center Raleigh, N.C., 27699-1611 
 

Extension requests and supporting documentation may also be submitted electronically to 

amin.davis@ncdenr.gov. For more information, please see the Reimbursement Directions. 
 

Disbursement of grant funds will be on a reimbursement basis. Any expenditures incurred associated 

with the project’s budget after the start date of the contract are eligible for reimbursement. Grantees can 

request 50% of project expenditures through project completion, up to the full amount of the award. Ten 

percent of the grant award will be retained until a close-out site visit has been completed. 

Reimbursement request can be submitted no more frequently than monthly. Attachment 1 is provided 

below as an example. 

 

Reimbursement request shall include: 

1. A list of actual cost (expenses) by the approved budget categories 

2. Total amount spent on the project to date and the amount of the reimbursement request 

3. Copies of invoices or other documentation for materials, services and other project costs 

4. The request should be signed and dated by the project officer 
 

The reimbursement request and supporting documentation should be submitted electronically to 

darren.england@ncdenr.gov, or mailed to: 

 

N.C. Division of Water Resources  

Attn: Darren England 

1611 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, NC. 27699-1611 

mailto:amin.davis@ncdenr.gov
https://ncdenr.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/Water%20Resources/documents/Reimbursement%20Guidance%20Document_Ver%201.0_2016%2008%2017.pdf
mailto:darren.england@ncdenr.gov
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Grant Payments 

The department will normally pay the grantee by check or electronically within 30 days of receipt 

of the statement of expenses, provided the expenses are in accordance with the project information 

shown in the initial request or as amended. 

 

If the grantee decides that significant changes to a project are necessary, the grantee must 

send a request in writing to DWR and receive approval of those changes from the DWR.  

Unapproved changes will not be eligible for state cost-sharing. 

 

Grant funds will be available for use by the grant recipient for two years from the grant contract 

execution date. The contract may be extended for up to one year if the grantee requests such an 

extension in writing, and the DWR approves this request in writing. 

 
Project Close-Out 

The grantee shall notify DWR upon project completion and provide DWR with a scaled version 

of the most recent set of permit, as-built/record, or construction drawings electronically in an Adobe 

PDF format prior to the close-out site visit. Applicants who are awarded funding for 

Feasibility/Engineering Studies shall provide DWR with the associated summary report(s) and 

deliverables in an electronic format. 

 

The DWR grant administrator will schedule an inspection of the completed project with a 

representative of the grantee. However, DWR may substitute its personnel with that of other state or 

federal agencies that are located closer to the project to minimize the state’s costs. This close-out 

inspection will verify that construction was done in accordance with the information provided in the 

grant application, along with the approved plans and specifications. 

 
The grantee shall address any remedial or compliance actions identified during this close out inspection 

prior to DWR project acceptance. After the project is inspected and accepted, DWR will review the 

accounting statements and request the department to reimburse the grantee for the remaining 10% 

of the department’s share of the non-federal cost. 
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Attachment 1 - Grant Reimbursement Example 
 

Project Cost: $100,000 

Federal Cost Share: $50,000 

Non-Federal Cost Share: $25,000 
DWR Grant Award: $25,000 

 

Invoice #1 Administration Design Permitting 
Construction 

Oversight 
Construction 

Amount $200.00 $4,800.00 $2,000.00   
 

Total Expenditure $7,000.00 

  
50% Reimbursement $3,500.00 

  
Payment Amount $3,500.00 

 
 

 

Invoice #2 Administration Design Permitting 
Construction 

Oversight 
Construction 

Amount $250.00   $750.00 $29,000.00 

 

Total Expenditure $30,000.00 

  
50% Reimbursement $15,000.00 

  
Payment Amount $15,000.00 

 
 

 

Invoice #3 Administration Design Permitting 
Construction 

Oversight 
Construction 

Amount $250.00   $1,000.00 $47,000.00 

 

Total Expenditure $48,250.00 

  
Remaining DWR 

Grant Amount 
$6,500.00 

10% Withholding $2,500.00 

  
Payment Amount $4,000.00 

 

  Payments Amount 

#1 $3,500.00 

#2 $15,000.00 

#3 $4,000.00 

#4 (Post close-out) $2,500.00 

  
Total DWR Payment $25,000.00 

 


