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Attachment A – Minimum Criteria for Drought Management Plan  
General Statute § 143-215.22I(h) states “The certificate shall include a drought management plan 
that specifies how the transfer shall be managed to protect the source river basin during drought 
conditions.”  At a minimum, the following conditions shall be included in the drought 
management plan submitted to the Division.  
 
Implementation of the Cities’ drought management plan shall, at a minimum, be linked to 
declarations of levels of drought severity pursuant to (a) the protocol established in the Low 
Inflow Protocol (“LIP”) that is included in any FERC license (including via a certificate under 
33 U.S.C. § 1341) for Project Nos. 2232, 2206, or 2197 or (b) the drought classifications applied 
by the North Carolina Drought Management Advisory Council (NC DMAC), whichever is more 
stringent.   
 
The Cities’ drought management measures shall be at least as stringent as the following 
measures: 
Stage 1  Actions -  ( NC DMAC Moderate Drought) The goal is to reduce water usage by 3-5% 

(or more) from the amount that would otherwise be expected. The Cities (and other 
jurisdictions) shall complete at a minimum the following activities within 14 days after the 
Stage 1or Moderate Drought declaration: 

a. Notify their water customers and employees of the low inflow condition through 
public outreach and communication efforts. 

b. Request that their water customers and employees implement voluntary water use 
restrictions, in accordance with their drought response plans. 

c. Provide a status update to the appropriate drought management advisory group 
and the Division of Water Resources on actual water withdrawal trends and plans 
for moving to mandatory restrictions, if required.  

Stage 2  Actions -  (NC DMAC Severe Drought) The goal is to reduce water usage by 5-10% (or 
more) from the amount that would otherwise be expected. The Cities (and other jurisdictions) 
shall complete at a minimum the following activities within 14 days after the Stage 2 or 
Severe Drought declaration: 

a. Notify their water customers and employees of the continued low inflow 
condition and movement to mandatory water use restrictions through public 
outreach and communication efforts. 

b. Require that their water customers and employees implement mandatory water 
use restrictions, in accordance with their drought response plans. 

c. Enforce mandatory water use restrictions through the assessment of penalties. 
d. Provide a status update to the appropriate drought management advisory group 

and the Division of Water Resources on actual water withdrawal trends and plans 
for moving to increased water restrictions, if required. 

Stage 3  Actions -  (NC DMAC Extreme Drought) The goal is to reduce water usage by 10-20% 
(or more) from the amount that would otherwise be expected. The Cities (and other 
jurisdictions) shall complete at a minimum the following activities within 14 days after the 
Stage 3 or Extreme Drought declaration: 
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a. Notify their water customers and employees of the continued low inflow 
condition and movement to mandatory water use restrictions through public 
outreach and communication efforts. 

b. Require that their water customers and employees implement increased 
mandatory water use restrictions, in accordance with their drought response plans. 

c. Enforce mandatory water use restrictions through the assessment of penalties. 
d. Encourage industrial/manufacturing process changes that reduce water 

consumption. 
e. Provide a status update to the appropriate drought management advisory group 

and the Division of Water Resources on actual water withdrawal trends and plans 
for moving to increased water restrictions, if required.  

Stage 4  Actions -  (NC DMAC Exceptional Drought) The goal is to reduce water usage by 10-
20% (or more) from the amount that would otherwise be expected. The Cities (and other 
jurisdictions) shall complete at a minimum the following activities within 14 days after the 
Stage 4 or Exceptional Drought declaration: 

a. Notify their water customers and employees of the continued low inflow 
condition and movement to emergency water use restrictions through public 
outreach and communication efforts. 

b. Require that their water customers and employees implement emergency water 
use restrictions, in accordance with their drought response plans. 

c. Enforce emergency water use restrictions through the assessment of penalties. 
d. Restrict all outdoor water use. 
e. Prioritize and meet with their commercial and industrial large water customers to 

discuss strategies for water reduction measures, including development of an 
activity schedule and contingency plans. 

f. Provide a status update to the appropriate drought management advisory group 
and the Division of Water Resources on actual water withdrawal trends and 
prepare to implement emergency plans to respond to water outages, if required. 
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Attachment B – Staff Modeling Analysis of Hearing Officers’ Recommendation 
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Notice of Public Meeting – September 7, 2006 
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Notice of Public Meeting – September 19, 2006 
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Attachment C – Statutes and Administrative Rules 
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Registration of Water Withdrawals and Transfers 
Regulation of Surface Water Transfers 
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Administrative Code for Interbasin Transfer 

 



 
 




