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Glossary of Terms

acre-foot (acre-ft)--the velume of water required to cover 1 acre of land (43,560
square feet) to a depth of 1 foot. Equal to 325,851 gallons.

base flow--sustained flow of a stream in the absence of direct runoff. It includes
natural and human-induced streamflows. Natural base flow is sustained: largely
by ground-water discharges.

consumptive use--that part ofi water withdrawn that is evaporated, transpired
by plants, incorporated into products or crops, consumed by humans or
livestock, or otherwise removed from the immediate water environment. Also
referred to as water consumed.

cubic feet per second (cfs)--a rate of the flow, in streams and rivers, for
example. It is equal to a volume of water one foot high and one foot wide flowing
a distance ofi one foot im one second. One “cfs"” is equal to 7.48 gallons of water
flowing each second, or 449 gallons per minute.

million gallons per day (Mgd)--a rate of flow of water equal to 133,680.56
cubic feet per day, or 1.5472 cubic feet per second, or 3.0689 acre-feet per day,
or 694 gallons per minute. A flow of ene million gallens per day for ene year
equals 1,120 acre-feet (365 million gallens).



Hydrologic Cycle
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Figure 2. The hydrologic cycle depicts the movement of water through the
hydrologic system (adapted from Heath, 1983).
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Figure 12Z. Annual average pan evaporation (fop) and annual average rainfall (hottom). Graphic created by the
Raleigh Mational Weather Service Office.
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Questions
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