Application for DENR Funding Assistance

for

Land Acquisition Loans for Source Water Protection

AS ADMINISTERED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES

OF THE

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
NOTE:  Applications are accepted any time.  However, application must be received by February 1 to be considered within the calendar year.  
Please Read

Please coordinate applications with the Public Water Supply Section of the Division of Environmental Health.  http://www.deh.enr.state.nc.us/pws/srf/index.htm 

Please see the website for important information including contact information, prioritization rules, and checklist of required documentation.  

Projects are funded in priority order, based on available funding,  

Application for DENR Funding Assistance for Land Acquisition Loans

	To be submitted in TRIPLICATE
	DATE RECEIVED:  

(To be filled in by the State)

	See INSTRUCTIONS before completing application    
	ACCOUNT


SECTION I – REQUEST FOR FUNDING

1.  Contact Information

	
	Applicant
	

	
	
	

	
	(Name of Board, Council or Owner – the Applicant)
	

	
	
	

	
	(Name and Title of Authorized Official)
	

	
	
	

	
	(Street or Box Number)
	

	
	
	

	
	(City, State & ZIP)
	

	
	
	

	
	(County)
	

	
	
	

	
	(Phone Number)
	

	
	
	

	
	(FAX Number )
	

	
	
	

	
	(E-mail address)
	

	
	
	

	
	(Federal ID Number)
	

	
	
	


2.  Project Information: 

	(a)   Name of Project
	

	(b)   Name of Public Water Supply System that will benefit from the land acquisition project.
	

	(c)   Source of raw water
	

	
	

	        (c)  Brief description of project
	


3.  Funding amount requested by this application - show details in Section II.

	Total Loan Amount Requested
	
	


4.   Certification

The attached statements and exhibits are hereby made part of this application, and the above-named Authorized Official certifies that the information in the application and the attached statements and exhibits is true, correct, and complete to the best of his knowledge and belief.  He further certifies that:  He has been authorized to file this application by formal action of the governing body of the Applicant as is evidenced by the ATTACHED CERTIFIED COPY OF AUTHORIZATION MADE BY THE APPLICANT'S GOVERNING BODY; the governing body of the Applicant agrees that if a loan or grant for the Project is made pursuant to N.C.G.S 159G, the Water Infrastructure Act of 2005, and the Federally Funded State Revolving Fund Programs (SRF), the Applicant will provide proper and efficient operation and maintenance of the approved Project after completion of construction thereof; and the Applicant has substantially complied or will substantially comply with all Federal, State, and local laws, rules, regulations, and ordinances applicable to the Project.  Applicant will adopt and place into effect on or before completion of the project a schedule of fees and charges that will provide adequate funds for proper operation, maintenance, administration of the system, and repayment of all principal and interest on loans.

	
	
	
	
	

	
	(Signature of Authorized Official)
	
	(Date Signed)
	


SECTION II - FINANCIAL INFORMATION AS OF DATE OF APPLICATION

1. 
Financing the project:

	Source
	
	Amount

	(a)  Matching funds available by the Applicant:
	
	

	Cash...........................................................
	
	

	General Obligation Bonds..........................
	
	

	Revenue Bonds.........................................
	
	

	(b)  Other {specify in 2) below} .............................................
	
	

	Sub-total (Applicant and Other) 
	
	

	(c)  Federal DWSRF funding requested by this application: 
	

	 
	
	

	
	
	

	Total Funding Available
	
	


2.
Total Cost of Land Acquisition 

	(a)  Contract Purchase Price
	

	(b)  DENR Administrative Fee (2% of loan amount in 1(c))
	

	(c)  Other Cost (specify                                                )
	

	(d)  Other Cost (specify                                                )
	


3.
Name sources and amounts of other funding, and indicate status of each request

	Description
	
	Amount
	
	Status 

“Applied for” or “offered” 

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


SECTION III – CHECKLIST FOR SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

The following items represent the minimum submission required to establish eligibility under the various funding programs.

       
1.
Application

       
2.(a)
Resolution(s) of governing body providing required assurances and agreements and designating an authorized representative

AND

       
2.(b)
Certification of same by recording officer

          
3.
Loans for Land Acquisition for Source Water Protection 

       
(a)
Detailed narrative describing the project

       
(b)
Market appraisal completed within the last 12 months

       
(c)
GIS Shapefile of the property’s borders (NAD83 State Plane preferred).

         
(d)
Signed purchase agreement between buyer and seller (optional)

       
(e)
Copy of DENR letter acknowledging an approved local Source Water Protection Plan, OR a signed letter of commitment from the applicant to develop a Source Water Protection Plan and a timeline for submitting the plan for approval
INSTRUCTIONS 

for

Completing and Filing an Application

for a Land Acquisition Loan for Source Water Protection

NOTE:    Carefully read the applicable Rules Governing the State Revolving Loan and Grant Program and the SRF Programs prior to completing the application.
The purpose of the application is to request a State loan for land acquisition for source water protection and to provide sufficient information to determine the eligibility and priority of the application submitted by an eligible applicant.  Any application that does not contain sufficient information to permit the Division of Environmental Health to determine either the eligibility of the applicant or to assign priority shall not be included in the priority rating until the applicant furnishes such information. 

In completing the application, if an item is not applicable, then place N/A in the corresponding space.  DO NOT LEAVE ITEMS BLANK.  A pre-application conference with representatives of the applicant and the representative from the Division of Environmental Health, Public Water Supply Section may be helpful and may be scheduled by calling the number below.

The applicant should be the party (unit of government or non-profit corporation) that will own, maintain, and administer the project.  If another entity proposes to participate in the project costs, this can be managed by an intergovernmental agreement and indicated in Financial Information, Section II.

Submit the application and all supporting documents as follows:

	Mail Address
	Physical Address (e.g., Parcels, FedEx, UPS)

	Loans for Land Acquisition

PWS / DEH / DENR

1634 Mail Service Center, 

Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-1634
	Loans for Land Acquisition

PWS / DEH / DENR

2728 Capital Boulevard, Room 1B501

Raleigh, NC 27604

(919)  733-2321


DETAILED INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING APPLICATION
SECTION I - REQUEST FOR STATE LOAN FOR LAND ACQUISITION FOR SOURCE WATER PROTECTION
1.
Contact Information
The Applicant - Must be a unit of government or other eligible applicant as defined in the Act. [G.S. 159G-31]


Name and Title of Authorized Official - Provide name and title of the authorized representative of the applicant designated by the resolution of the governing body of the Applicant. 

Address - The applicant should specify the address to which correspondence is to be mailed.  

County – List the county in which the applicant is located, if different from the county in which the project will be built.   

Phone Number - The applicant should insert here the office telephone number of its authorized representative.

FAX Number - The applicant should insert here the FAX number of its authorized representative.

E-mail Address - The applicant should insert here the E-mail address of its authorized representative.

Federal ID Number - Enter the number for taxation and accounting purposes.


Signature of Authorized Official – The representative authorized by the resolution of the governing body must sign and date the application.


Date - Insert the date on which the Authorized Official signs the Application.  
2.
Project Information – Provide basic information about the project:


(a)  Name of Project – provide the name or title of the project as it is locally known.


(b)  Name of Public Water System  - Identify the public drinking water system(s) that will experience source water protection benefits from this land acquisition project.


(c)  Source of raw water – Identify the source(s) of raw water used by the drinking water system(s) named above.  Examples: Yadkin River or Anderson Creek.  


(d)  Brief description of project – Description not to exceed 2 or 3 sentences.  Note that a more detailed narrative is required as a supporting document (see Section III).

3.
Funding amount requested by this application - Specify total loan amount requested for the project described in the application.  All dollar amounts requested in this application should be to the nearest dollar.  Please provide additional financial details in Section II.  
4.
Certification - Please read carefully before affixing signature in Item 1.

SECTION II - FINANCIAL INFORMATION AS OF DATE OF APPLICATION
Note:
Keep information Current - If financing requirements change after filing this application but before a loan is awarded, then promptly submit revised financial information.

1.
Financing the Project – list sources of funding for the project 

(a)
Matching funds available by the applicant
Cash - Enter the amount of cash available or to be made available for this project.

General obligation bonds and revenue bonds - Enter the amount of funds to be raised from each of these sources.  Indicate the date of the bond referendum is to be held.  

(b)
Other - Enter the amount of other funds available for the project (e.g., grant awards from other government agencies).  You must specify the source(s) in Item 3).

(c)
Federal DWSRF funding requested in this application - Specify the amount(s) of Federal funds, requested by this application.

2.
Total Cost of Land Acquisition 
(a)
Contract purchase price – Specify the total amount of compensation to be paid by the buyer to the seller in consideration for the property to be acquired.

(b)
Administrative Fee – A 2% administrative fee is required prior to closing.  The fee can be financed.  

(c)
Other Costs – Costs associated with closing (e.g., market appraisal, legal fees, etc.) can be itemized in sections (c) and (d).
3.
Name sources and amounts of other funding, and indicate status of each request - Specify source, type and amount of other grant and loans requested (not requested by this application), and give status of each request (‘applied for’ or ‘offered’).

SECTION III – CHECKLIST FOR SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
Check the blank lines along the left margin to indicate that supporting documents attached to application.  Keep in mind that separate checklists exist for material specific to each funding program (see websites).  

1.
Application – The application must be completed and must identify the person to whom comments and questions should be directed (Authorized Representative) named in the resolution discussed below.

2.(a)
Resolution - The most recent template ‘Suggested Format’ is attached.  A Resolution by the applicant's governing body should affirm required assurances and agreements and designate an authorized representative to file the application, to make necessary certifications, and execute such affidavits as are required by the Rules and Regulations.  

2.(b)
Certification - A template certification is attached.  Copies of the resolution that accompany the application must be certified as true and correct copies as recorded in the minutes by the governing body.  

3.
Loans for Land Acquisition - The applicant must submit the following with the application 


3.(a)
Detailed narrative describing the project -   Detailed documentation should be provided to illustrate how the proposed land acquisition project will protect the drinking water source(s).  Some project examples include, but are not limited to, the following categories: creation of vegetated stream buffer zones, conversion of agricultural land to forested land, creation of wetland areas to accept stormwater runoff, and/or protection of land from developmental pressures.  Specify the public water supply source(s) and system(s) that will benefit from the land acquisition.  Note that the specified public water system(s) must derive a portion or all of its raw water from a surface source.



3.(b)
Market appraisal -   The market value of the land must be disclosed.  Source of the appraisal should be identified.


3.(c)
GIS Shapefile of the property’s borders -  To qualify for loan eligibility, the proposed land acquisition must be geographically within a Source Water Assessment Area and must geographically intersect a Drinking Water Assessment Area, as delineated by the PWSS’s Source Water Assessment Program.  Submit your shapefile (and any associated files) either on CD or via email attachment at SWAP@ncmail.net.  NAD83 NC State Plane Meters is the preferred projection.  If for any reason electronic submission of the shapefile is impossible, contact us at the email address above and alternate instructions will be provided.

3.(d)
Signed purchase agreement between buyer and seller (provide id available)-  The landowner must be a willing seller.  Attach a purchase agreement/contract signed by both parties stating the purchase price, parcel ID information, and any other terms relative to the transaction (contingencies, expirations, etc.).


3.(e)
Confirmation of commitment to develop a Source Water Protection Plan  -  The land acquisition project must be described as a proposed source water protection strategy in a Source Water Protection Plan approved by PWSS of NCDENR.  (Note: An intent-to-award letter may be issued by PWSS if the applicant has a formal commitment with PWSS to develop a Source Water Protection Plan and a timeline for submitting the plan for approval.)  Intent-to-award letters issued by the PWSS will specify a deadline for obtaining Source Water Protection Plan approval.  Failure to obtain approval by the deadline may result in nullification of any loan agreement between PWSS and the applicant.  Final award will not occur until the Source Water Protection Plan is approved by PWSS.



Submit a copy of the official DENR letter acknowledging a Source Water Protection Plan has been developed and has been approved.  In the event a Source Water Protection Plan has not been developed, applicant must submit a letter of commitment to develop a Source Water Protection Plan and a timeline for submitting the plan for approval.


(Suggested Format)

RESOLUTION BY GOVERNING BODY OF APPLICANT

WHEREAS,
The Federal Clean Water Act Amendments of 1987 and the North Carolina the Water Infrastructure Act of 2005 (NCGS 159G) have authorized the making of loans and grants to aid eligible units of government in financing the cost of land acquisition projects for the purpose of protecting a public drinking water source, and

WHEREAS,
The (unit of government) has need for and intends to purchase and conserve property for the purpose of protecting a public drinking water source, with project described as  (give brief description of project), and

WHEREAS,
The (unit of government) intends to request state loan assistance for the project,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE (GOVERNING BODY) OF THE (UNIT OF GOVERNMENT):

That (unit of government), the Applicant, will arrange financing for all remaining costs of the project, if approved for a State (loan or grant) award.

That the Applicant will adopt and place into effect a schedule of fees and charges and other available funds which will provide adequate funds for the repayment of all principal and interest on the debt.

That the governing body of the Applicant agrees to include in the loan agreement a provision authorizing the State Treasurer, upon failure of the (unit of government) to make scheduled repayment of the loan, to withhold from the (unit of government) any State funds that would otherwise be distributed to the local government unit in an amount sufficient to pay all sums then due and payable to the State as a repayment of the loan.

That (name and title of official), the Authorized Official, and successors so titled, is hereby authorized to execute and file an application on behalf of the Applicant with the State of North Carolina for a loan to aid in the land acquisition project described above.

That the Authorized Official, and successors so titled, is hereby authorized and directed to furnish such information as the State may request in connection with such application or the project:  to  make the assurances as contained above; and to execute such other documents as may be required in connection with the application.

That the Applicant has substantially complied or will substantially comply with all Federal, State, and local laws, rules, regulations, and ordinances applicable to the project and to Federal and State grants and loans pertaining thereto.

Adopted this the (date adopted) at (place), North Carolina.


(Signature of Chief Executive Officer)

(Title)

(Suggested Format)
CERTIFICATION BY RECORDING OFFICER

The undersigned duly qualified and acting (title of officer) of the (unit of government) does hereby certify:  That the above/attached resolution is a true and correct copy of the resolution authorizing the filing of an application with the State of North Carolina, as regularly adopted at a legally convened meeting of the (name of governing body of applicant) duly held on the             day of                           , (year)       ; and, further, that such resolution has been fully recorded in the journal of proceedings and records in my office.  IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this            day of                           , 20       .

	

	(Signature of Recording Officer)

	

	(Title of Recording Officer)


STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

DEPARTMENT OF STATE TREASURER

State and Local Government Finance Division

and the Local Government Commission

325 North Salisbury Street, Raleigh, North Carolina 27603-1385

SELECTED FISCAL INFORMATION AS CERTIFIED BY FINANCE OFFICER

Unit  _______________________________________________________________________________________

1.  Ad Valorem Tax (current fiscal year):


Appraised Value
$

Tax Rate
- General Fund
$


Total Levy



- Other funds



Uncollected At ________



- Total
$


Percentage Collected


%

2.
For the past 5 fiscal years, has there been a delay in payment or non-payment of matured bonds and coupons when presented to the unit’s fiscal agent? ______ (Yes; No). If yes, explain circumstances on separate statement.

3.
Information relating to compliance with Local Government Budget and Fiscal Control Act:


(If answer to any question in this item is No, furnish explanation.)


A.
Purchasing and Contracts


    Yes


 No


(1)
Are purchase orders issued for all commitments over a minimum amount?










(2)
Do all purchase orders include a preaudit certificate signed by the finance officer (or properly appointed deputy)?










(3)
Are all purchase orders posted to appropriate expenditure accounts as encumbrances?









B.

Other:



(1)
Do checks or drafts on an official depository bear on their face a preaudit certificate, of sufficient unencumbered appropriation signed by the finance officer (or properly appointed deputy)?









(2) Are the finance officer, tax collector, and other employees (as required) properly bonded according to G.S. 159-29?











(3)
Did the budget provide for all deficits, if any, as shown in the audit report for the prior year?……………………………….









C.
Please include a description of any material instance of misfeasance or malfeasance (within the last three years) which might affect the credit of the unit.  ____________________________

	I certify the above is correct to the best of my knowledge
	Finance Officer’s Signature


	Date
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