
 
 

 
 
As I wade through the technicalities of the SOC of Belews Creek, I can only describe a feeling of deep 
grief.  
 
At the minimum, we demand the same water treatment that the Sutton Plant is using for its 
dewatering process, which involves mechanically processing the water through a filtration system. We 
also demand mechanical monitoring that prevents dewatering if any pollutants spike.  
 
This morning, I tried to console one of my best friends. She grew up in Madison downstream from 
Belews Creek Steam Station. Her father treated countless patients with cancers and neurological 
disorders over the years. He saw up close what working at Belews Creek meant health wise for 
employees. She pointed out to me the fact that Rockingham County has the highest rate of ALS in the 
United States. Her sister has long suffered from Parkinson's disease throughout her thirties. And now my 
friend ushered in her forties with a double mastectomy the week before her birthday. She does not have 
one single genetic marker out of 98 that would make her at risk of having breast cancer. Yet now she is 
debating whether to have her lymph nodes removed as a precaution. She is weighing the use of her 
right arm against her life. Plus she will be forced into a medically-induced menopause to try to curb her 
estrogen levels. She feels like her life is falling apart. She is only one person of hundreds in this region 
who have grappled with unfair questions and complicated health and financial decisions, simply to save 
the nation's largest utility money that it has on hand over doing the right thing to protect our citizens.  
 
Yesterday, I received details of a beautiful new park in Madison, which will certainly be impacted by the 
escalated dewatering of the coal ash lagoon. In the history, I saw the pool, which collects the water from 
the Dan and serves as Madison's drinking water. Based on the current proposal, absolutely nothing will 
be done to treat this water before the 14 billion gallons are sent downstream for hundreds of thousands 
of people to consume. The same hundreds of thousands of people who have already drank poisoned 
water for forty plus years. The same people who live next to a 70-mile coal ash bar that was never 
cleaned up. And while I am envious of the parks that pay off the politicians of Rockingham County, my 
heart aches to know that absolutely nothing is being done to protect them from moving forward. From a 
massive discharge that is certain to impact not only the river but all of the waterways that feed the well 
water, as described in SELC's statement addressed to Mr. Bob Slede, dated May 24th, 2018.  



 
Another thing that really struck me is the notifications of the illegal seeps from March 22, 1985. That 
was one week to the day before my 11th birthday. That sends me back into the heart of the time when I 
was a sick little girl, constantly battling upper-respiratory illnesses. I was constantly on multiple 
medications and multiple inhalers that all became a thing of the past once I moved away to college. In 
1985 I was ten years old and going to the water slide at Belews Lake every week of the summer as part 
of Summer Recreation. I didn't have a choice. I hated it. The sulfur in the air smelled like dead fish. Once 
I stopped attending Summer Recreation, I never went back to Belews Lake. Doctors from Wake Forest 
Medical Center, which proclaims being a national leader in cancer, call it Cancer Lake. But that does not 
stop my family members from going and spending every weekend there. Even when I told them that it 
was dangerous to their health and there is a risk of catastrophe if the dam fails at any given moment. 
But that does not stop them. Even after two years of a new boyfriend with a lake house resulted in my 
cousin losing her thyroid to a tumor. And the same thing happening to her best friend at the same time. 
They still go and put their children, my children's cousins in the water.  
 
 In fact, some of our neighbors continue to rely on fish from Belews Lake as a primary food source. There 
are no warnings to tell them not to eat the fish.  
 
 
 
I am particularly distressed to read about the illegal discharge directly into Belews Lake, especially if it is 
going to be used as part of the final dewatering process. I fully expect that you finally act in accordance 
to the law 33 years later and remove this water discharge. A lake is not a river. It is not going to all flow 
downstream. Instead, it will further pollute Belews Lake and the people recreating in the water 
regularly. Plus I was distressed to learn that lakes overturn every summer. So it is not just like the 
pollutants rest at the bottom of the lake and never bother anyone. As far as I know, no one is warned of 
this process and proceed with caution, like a surf warning. Just imagine if there was a board of toxins at 
the edge of the dock - Today's Forecast: Mercury is at a Code Red, Arsenic is at a Code Orange, Lead at a 
Code Orange, Cadmium at Code Blue. How many metals would we need to include on such a 
board?  Perhaps the same color-coded system we use for terrorism. Heavy metal poisoning is its own 
form of terrorism.  
 
We know that Duke is already buying dirt to cap Belews Creek in place, although no official decision 
has been made yet. This is unacceptable because Belews fails to meet two of the three minimum 
standards described in the law that would require complete excavation. Sheila Holloman has stated 
on more than one occasion that DEQ will be making decisions based on these standards. Why is Duke 
actively working to cap the site in place? The contractors go to church with my family. It's a small 
town. They are creating a massive hole behind a church, selling dirt to cap the landfill, which the 
owner plans to "fill and make into a campsite." Fill with what? The same subcontractor already 
spreads coal ash all over Stokes County, including huge coverage of land adjacent to Town Fork Creek. 
I am highly concerned with how all of this clean up is unfolding.   
 
  



At this point a year into Roy Cooper's tenure as Governor, I am disappointed that it appears that DEQ 
continues to serve Duke Energy above our citizens. We expected as much from Governor McCrory. After 
all, it was literally his job for his entire adulthood. But now we see that it is not really about what letter 
is behind your name on the ballot. This state needs to change course or the Governor and DEQ will 
continue to be perceived as always putting Duke Energy's bottom line above the life of her citizens. I 
think that what is especially frustrating is that Duke can actually afford to do the right thing without 
reclaiming the costs, which they will do regardless. But Duke continues to fail to take action in actually 
cleaning up any of their negligence after decades of abusing the most vulnerable. If they don't like a law, 
they rewrite it. An Environmental Justice committee means nothing if you fail to take action. It is up to 
DEQ to enforce what is actually written into the law. Even I can read the law and clearly recognize what 
it states needs to happen.  
 
Please know that lives are at risk. Many are crumbling as I type and so many more have already been 
lost. Your decision is tantamount to the health of our state's rural communities longevity.  
 
Sincerely, Caroline Armijo 
The Lilies Project 
919-358-5057 
 

http://theliliesproject.org/

