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 NC DHHS Notice of Funding Availability

Reporting Form


DHHS Division/Office issuing this notice: Division of Services for the Blind (NC DSB)
Date of this notice:  January 4, 2018
Program Name:  Community Rehabilitation Programs (CRPs) Supported Employment Extended Services Program (SEESP)

Purpose: There are significant numbers of individuals who need specialized evaluation, training and supports to reach their full potential. According to American Community Survey (2015), 6,833,000 individuals 16 to 75 years old reported a visual disability. Out of that number, 22.33% reported not working in the previous year. Some of these individuals will require much more individualized assistance in job development, training and then long term follow up to insure that they are able to maintain their employment.  
The goal of potential contracts is to provide Community Rehabilitation Programs (CRPs) Supported Employment Extended Services Program (SEESP) to eligible individuals after they have reached their goal of employment but will need that long term follow up to remain successful in their employment. Eligibility for SEESP for the NC Division of Services for the Blind is based on the individual being visually impaired with employment related limitations. These limitations would fall under the category of their being most significantly disabled.

CRPs are integral partners in the network of services designed to provide people with disabilities with equal opportunities in achieving their highest level of economic and social independence. The service model is for SEESP which will include long term follow up and extended support by trained staff.  

Description: The objective of this Request for Applications (RFA) is to identify qualified CRPs that can provide services in the area of SEESP which are inclusive of long-term follow-up supports after the individual has stabilized on employment. These long term follow-ups will consist of a minimum of at least two (2) monthly contacts with the individual and one (1) with the employer for up to 24 months which will be assessed for continued need every six (6) months. This service is developed to maintain employment opportunities for visually and blind individuals with the most significant disabilities.

Funding Availability:  The total anticipated amount to be awarded is $63,063.00.  The maximum amount of any single award is dictated by the volume of service need within the local community and the availability of funding. The hourly rate for this service is $44.84 per hour.
Eligibility: 
· Applicants are public and private profit or non-profit CRPs. 
· Applicants shall be accredited by the Commission on Accreditation of rehabilitation Facilities (CARF), the Council on Accreditation (COA) or the Council on Quality Leadership (COL). 
· A copy of the accreditation shall be submitted to the Division. 
· Each CRP shall comply with the accessibility and nondiscrimination standards set forth in federal and state law. 
· The agency may deny funding to and refuse to contract with any CRP which fails to comply with such provisions. 
In addition, to the above requirements, ONE of the following two conditions must be true:

· A CRP shall have a minimum of three years of experience as a service provider in the area of service delivery for which they are seeking approval.

· Key staff providing direct consumer services for the CRP (such as the coordinator of the program) must have a minimum of three years of experience providing services in the area for which the CRP is applying to become approved under contract.

Approved CRP vendors shall maintain applicable accreditation throughout the term of the award. 

How to Apply:  Qualified CRP providers may request an application packet by contacting:
Avis R. Chandler
N. C. Department of Health and Human Services

Division of Services for the Blind
2601 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC    27699-2601   
avis.chandler@dhhs.nc.gov
919-527-6754 (phone)

919-715-8771(fax)
Note: Final approval will be determined only after a completed application packet is received and approved, a satisfactory on-site review has been conducted, and funds have been identified for a contractual agreement.

Deadline for Submission:  Applications are accepted on an ongoing basis.

How to Obtain Further Information/ For additional information contact: 
Avis R. Chandler
N. C. Department of Health and Human Services

Division of Services for the Blind

2601 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC    27699-2601   

avis.chandler@dhhs.nc.gov
919-527-6754 (phone)

919-715-8771(fax)
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