
Comparison of Estimated and Projected Population Change in NC Counties for Age 
Groups 0-17 and 60+ between 2018 and 2038

County/State 0-17 60+ County/State 0-17 60+
Buncombe 49,532 69,907 Wake 305,530 372,019
New Hanover 43,021 54,042 Mecklenburg 313,859 338,302
Brunswick 22,492 52,385 Guilford 141,030 160,559
Davidson 35,865 40,918 Forsyth 97,002 110,469
Henderson 21,982 39,474 Buncombe 51,909 98,578
Iredell 39,047 39,287 Durham 91,067 91,323
Alamance 36,471 38,943 Union 81,653 88,817
Catawba 34,665 38,237 Brunswick 27,773 88,433
Randolph 31,647 34,514 New Hanover 52,051 80,506
Rowan 31,620 33,728 Johnston 71,212 77,115
Moore 20,411 32,946 Cabarrus 66,977 71,673
Orange 26,695 29,203 Gaston 53,622 66,948
Cleveland 21,117 25,058 Iredell 47,804 64,436
Rockingham 18,286 25,031 Alamance 43,636 57,034
Burke 18,158 24,683 Davidson 40,515 55,110
Chatham 13,959 24,417 Catawba 37,005 52,328
Nash 20,159 24,386 Henderson 24,949 52,117
Carteret 12,070 23,139 Moore 27,876 46,127
Caldwell 16,400 21,854 Pitt 41,083 45,933
Lincoln 17,292 20,771 Randolph 34,910 45,525
Haywood 11,325 20,556 Orange 28,168 45,326
Wilson 18,639 19,900 Chatham 17,213 44,774
Wilkes 14,003 19,799 Rowan 32,896 43,066
Surry 15,229 19,213 Wayne 31,317 34,961
Rutherford 13,765 19,195 Lincoln 20,330 34,332
Stanly 13,273 16,200 Robeson 26,161 30,251
Franklin 14,774 16,075 Burke 19,050 30,131
Pender 12,786 15,590 Nash 20,671 29,075
Lenoir 12,456 15,385 Cleveland 21,420 28,983
Beaufort 9,536 15,187 Carteret 12,421 28,939
Columbus 11,828 14,471 Caldwell 17,566 28,123
Edgecombe 12,109 14,363 Rockingham 18,023 28,083
Halifax 10,929 14,284 Franklin 17,999 26,650
Duplin 14,127 14,246 Wilson 19,295 26,164
Granville 11,916 14,233 Haywood 13,124 25,616
Transylvania 5,599 13,667 Wilkes 14,912 24,766
Macon 6,604 12,965 Pender 16,848 24,471
McDowell 9,123 12,882 Rutherford 14,299 24,052
Stokes 8,497 12,872 Granville 13,502 23,138

Counties in bold are those where the population 60+ is greater than 0-17. Counties in 
italics  are those where the population 0-17 is greater than 60+. Both bold and italicized 
counties are ranked in descending order by the population 60+
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Comparison of Estimated and Projected Population Change in NC Counties for Age 
Groups 0-17 and 60+ between 2018 and 2038

County/State 0-17 60+ County/State 0-17 60+
Watauga 6,890 12,190 Stanly 14,348 22,451
Davie 8,460 11,792 Surry 15,581 21,618
Vance 10,690 11,276 Lee 17,029 18,478
Jackson 7,425 11,155 Sampson 16,327 17,654
Cherokee 4,921 11,011 Davie 10,134 17,601
Richmond 10,267 10,910 McDowell 9,667 17,114
Dare 6,868 10,849 Transylvania 6,410 17,095
Person 8,315 10,687 Beaufort 8,554 17,017
Alexander 7,621 10,164 Duplin 13,312 16,173
Yadkin 7,777 9,965 Macon 8,423 15,736
Bladen 7,112 9,470 Columbus 11,422 15,616
Ashe 4,912 8,997 Watauga 10,250 15,518
Scotland 8,282 8,855 Stokes 8,454 15,480
Polk 3,412 8,046 Edgecombe 10,685 14,478
Montgomery 5,995 7,566 Lenoir 10,635 14,352
Martin 4,670 7,160 Jackson 8,715 14,126
Caswell 4,231 6,777 Cherokee 5,400 14,104
Madison 3,981 6,757 Alexander 8,284 13,986
Currituck 5,421 6,379 Halifax 9,469 13,733
Northampton 3,763 6,348 Dare 6,923 13,553
Hertford 4,671 6,345 Person 8,852 12,689
Warren 3,656 6,263 Vance 10,796 12,220
Anson 5,111 6,143 Ashe 5,361 12,176
Yancey 3,328 5,873 Yadkin 7,740 11,797
Bertie 3,712 5,426 Richmond 9,789 11,575
Avery 2,731 5,144 Currituck 6,663 10,740
Pamlico 1,999 4,845 Polk 3,723 9,914
Greene 4,408 4,834 Pasquotank 8,673 9,674
Perquimans 2,495 4,716 Bladen 6,697 9,461
Mitchell 2,753 4,714 Madison 4,771 9,371
Clay 2,014 4,425 Scotland 8,276 9,345
Chowan 2,874 4,425 Montgomery 5,980 8,565
Washington 2,584 3,883 Caswell 4,148 7,417
Swain 3,325 3,846 Anson 4,387 7,015
Alleghany 1,973 3,735 Yancey 4,011 6,797
Gates 2,321 3,225 Hertford 4,205 6,594
Jones 1,985 2,988 Avery 2,558 6,383
Graham 1,759 2,728 Martin 4,694 6,259
Camden 2,082 2,430 Greene 4,077 6,109
Hyde 878 1,451 Bertie 3,262 5,933

Counties in bold are those where the population 60+ is greater than 0-17. Counties in italics  are 
those where the population 0-17 is greater than 60+. Both bold and italicized counties are 
ranked in descending order by the population 60+
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Comparison of Estimated and Projected Population Change in NC Counties for Age 
Groups 0-17 and 60+ between 2018 and 2038

County/State 0-17 60+ County/State 0-17 60+
Tyrrell 791 1,150 Clay 2,532 5,729
Wake 254,098 179,435 Warren 3,173 5,690
Mecklenburg 259,471 178,285 Pamlico 1,981 5,114
Guilford 116,323 112,107 Perquimans 2,484 4,982
Forsyth 86,958 81,789 Northampton 3,163 4,668
Cumberland 88,717 59,880 Mitchell 2,833 4,563
Durham 73,044 55,686 Gates 1,988 3,948
Gaston 49,511 49,367 Alleghany 2,316 3,929
Union 57,685 42,033 Chowan 2,583 3,842
Cabarrus 51,395 39,317 Swain 2,907 3,674
Johnston 49,202 37,612 Camden 2,081 3,471
Pitt 38,826 32,686 Washington 2,354 3,246
Wayne 30,382 27,740 Jones 1,881 2,851
Robeson 31,438 27,559 Graham 1,642 2,687
Onslow 59,798 26,879 Hyde 781 1,618
Craven 26,472 23,796 Tyrrell 912 1,321
Harnett 35,896 23,708 Cumberland 79,014 72,433
Sampson 15,553 15,354 Harnett 43,096 38,038
Lee 15,000 13,667 Onslow 73,582 36,462
Pasquotank 9,090 8,655 Craven 26,657 23,091
Hoke 16,619 7,768 Hoke 19,836 14,530
State 2,311,348 2,312,272 State 2,633,159 3,396,057

Counties in bold are those where the population 60+ is greater than 0-17. Counties in italics  are 
those where the population 0-17 is greater than 60+. Both bold and italicized counties are 
ranked in descending order by the population 60+

2009 2030

20
5

80
95

2018 2038

Number of counties with people 60 and over vs. those 0-17 will 
increase

Counties with more 0-17 than 60+ Counties with more 60+ than 0-17

3



 

 

Source: NC Office of State Budget and Management.  https://www.osbm.nc.gov/facts-figures/demographics  
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