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North Carolina 
Geographic Information Coordinating Council 

 Federal Interagency Committee 

 
 

MINUTES 
FEDERAL INTERAGENCY COMMITTEE – Executive Committee 

September 19, 2013 
 
 
Attending - Linda Rimer (Chair), William Beatty, Tom Colson, Chad Ferguson, Doug Newcomb, Drew 
Pilant, Denise Smith, David Wyatt 
Staff - Tim Johnson, Tom Tribble 
Missing – None  
 
Welcome 
 
Linda Rimer welcomed the members and thanked Tim Johnson, CGIA Director, for joining the meeting. 
 
CGIA Staff Transition 
 
Tom Tribble, who has served as staff to the FIC for many years, will retire on September 30.  Linda asked 
Tim about the plans for staffing the FIC.  Tim will serve as staff to the FIC for the immediate future.   He 
hopes the committee will continue to be as active and productive as it has been.  He might ask the FIC 
EC members to be more proactive in managing the committee than in the past. 
 
Tim hopes to get permission to fill Tom’s position with a goal of having someone in place by early 2014, 
although he acknowledged that budget issues may make it difficult to get permission to fill the position.    
Once filled, the position will be located in Raleigh because it provides more flexibility to utilize finite 
staff resources.  He is working to define the role of the position, which might be different than Tom’s 
role today.  Once the position is filled, he will determine who provides staff support to the FIC. 
 
Linda asked what the FIC can do make the case for filling the position, noting that federal employees are 
prohibited from lobbying the General Assembly.  Tim will let Linda know if support from the committee 
will be helpful. 
 
Linda asked Tom to describe his support of the FIC.  Tom said Tim will likely not have the time to provide 
the same level of hands-on support.  He suggested that Linda and the FIC EC might need to be more 
proactive in scheduling meetings, preparing agendas and managing communications among the FIC EC 
and with the general FIC membership.  CGIA does the minutes for the GICC and its standing committees 
and Tom anticipates that a CGIA staff person will continue to do the minutes.  It might be someone 
other than Tim, which is an option since the meetings are recorded.  Jeff Brown is the co-administrator 
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of the FIC list serv and will continue in that role.  Tom feels it is important that communications about 
FIC issues and meetings come from a federal person rather than a CGIA person.  Tom noted that Drew 
Pilant has been responsive in handling communications with the FIC members and hopes that he will 
continue to do so.  Linda and Drew may need to collaborate more closely to ensure effective 
communication. 
 
FIC EC Election 
 
FIC EC members are elected by the FIC membership and serve two-year terms.  The terms of William 
Beatty, Tom Colson, and Doug Newcomb expire on September 30.  All three expressed their willingness 
to continue to serve but are also willing to go off the EC. 
 
Linda suggested that it is important to compile a list of potential candidates and to identify federal 
agencies that are not currently represented on the FIC EC.  The members identified USGS, US Army 
Corps of Engineers, US Army, FEMA, NOAA, USDA FSA/APHIS, and the Census Bureau as agencies that 
could contribute to the FIC EC.  A question was posed as to whether Department of Commerce has 
agencies located in North Carolina (other than the Census Bureau).   Several candidates were discussed.   
 
A question was raised about participation by federal contractors on the FIC EC.  It was noted that the FIC 
does not make policy decisions that impose any obligations on federal agencies.  Tim observed that 
there is value in having technical expertise on GIS and geospatial data and that expertise often resides 
with the federal contractors 
 
Another concern is some federal agencies do not have staff stationed in North Carolina although their 
responsibilities may include North Carolina.  The general feeling is that it would not be inappropriate for 
a federal employee who is stationed outside the state to participate on the FIC EC. 
 
Tom T. noted that the bylaws state that the FIC EC “shall be comprised of eight persons with no more 
than two persons representing the same agency.”  The bylaws do not address the issue of whether a 
federal contractor can serve.  Tim suggested that it may be time to revise the bylaws, perhaps to expand 
the size of the EC and to address the issue of federal contractors.  Tom T. said the bylaws must be 
approved by the GICC and the earliest it can happen is the November 13 GICC meeting.   
 

ACTION #1    Tom T. will draft revised bylaws and share them with the FIC EC.  If approved by 
the FIC EC, they will be submitted to the GICC for adoption at its November 13 
meeting. 

 
ACTION #2    Linda will contact the candidates that were discussed and determine their 

willingness to serve on the FIC EC.   
 
Linda asked about the protocol for elections.  Tom T. said the FIC EC develops a slate of candidates 
and asks FIC members to vote through the FIC list serv.  Tom T. suggested that an election could be 
held soon to fill the three expiring terms.  Once new bylaws are approved, a second election could 
be held to add additional members if the FIC EC agrees to expanding the size of the committee. 
 

ACTION #3    Linda will share a list of candidates with the FIC EC and work with the EC members 
to finalize the slate.   Linda and Drew will organize the election. 
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FIC Appointment to the Census Working Group 
 
The Management & Operations Committee recently established the Working Group for Census 
Geospatial Data.  The charter calls for the FIC to appoint a member.  David Wyatt asked about the time 
commitment.  Bob Coats in the Office of State Budget and Management and North Carolina’s liaison 
with the Census Bureau, has been approached to serve as chair of the working group.  Tim anticipates 
that a chair will be named soon.  The charter defines a number of tasks for the working group to address 
and he believes it will be very active but does not know how often the group will meet. 
 
David Wyatt volunteered to serve on this working group.  He currently serves on the census group for 
the National Geospatial Advisory Committee.  Linda thanked David.  Tom T. noted that the chair may 
add additional members so the working group can include more than one federal representative. 
 
Federal Geospatial Dataset for NC OneMap 
 
Tom T. asked if the FIC could add a task to its work plan to compile an inventory of federal agency 
managed geospatial datasets that could be discovered through NC OneMap.  He suspects that many of 
the datasets may already be served online by federal agencies.  In addition, there may be other datasets 
managed by federal agencies.  David Giordano, CGIA Database Administrator, would have to clarify the 
protocols for enabling discovery of the data through NC OneMap.  Tom T. noted that compliant 
metadata will be important as metadata drives the search tools. 
 
Doug described a federal initiative to provide open access in machine readable format to data through 
Data.Gov.  The data will be vetted and include metadata.  Tom T. needs to confirm how NC OneMap 
discovers data through Data.Gov.   
 
Doug suggested that an inventory might be useful.  The process could involve reviewing what datasets 
are on Data.gov and identifying additional datasets that should be discoverable through Data.Gov.  Linda 
asked how the FIC EC will go about identifying these datasets.  She suggested the FIC EC could reach out 
to representatives from federal agencies in North Carolina to identify datasets that are not currently 
being served to Data.Gov and might be useful to NC OneMap users.  Tom T. suggested the FIC convene a 
small subcommittee to reach out to federal agencies in North Carolina to accomplish this task.  The 
subcommittee would need to first consider the issues involved in sharing data to NC OneMap.  William 
noted that most federal agencies produce data at a national level.  Doug suggested that one solution 
might be to ensure that federal data creators are educated about the process of serving data to 
Data.Gov through which NC OneMap can discover the data. 
 

ACTION #4   Tom T. will confirm whether NC OneMap is currently discovering federal data through 
Data.Gov. 

 
ACTION #5   The FIC EC will add to its work plan a task to explore the issue of discovering federal 
datasets in North Carolina and recommending the best way to ensure they are discoverable through 
NC OneMap. 

 
Next FIC General Meeting  
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The members discussed plans for the next general FIC meetings.   The EC members agreed to meet in 
Asheville, tentatively on January 29, and established a subcommittee to plan the meeting.  Several 
locations were discussed. 
 

ACTION #6   William Beatty, Tom Colson, Doug Newcomb and David Wyatt will develop plans for the 
meeting and report to the FIC EC by October 29.   

 
FIC EC Meetings 
 
The next FIC EC meeting was scheduled for November 12 at 1:00 PM.   
 
New Business 
 
Doug reported that LiDAR will be collected for the 19 coastal counties that were affected by Hurricane 
Sandy.  USGS will partner with Geospatial and Technology Management on the effort.  Tom C. 
understands the data will be Quality Level 2, full cloud, .7 meter posting.  Older LiDAR for North Carolina 
is Quality Level 3.  Doug believes that NCDOT is pushing to expand the acquisition to the entire state.  
William is meeting with John Farley at NCDOT later today and will inquire about the plans.  William will 
report what he learns to the FIC EC. 
 
Adjournment 
 
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:30. 
 
  


