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North Carolina 
Geographic Information Coordinating Council 

 
 

MINUTES 
FEDERAL INTERAGENCY COMMITTEE 

Executive Committee 
December 16, 2013 

 

Attending:  Linda Rimer (Chair), Doug Marcy, Doug Newcomb, Drew Pilant, Elizabeth Porter, 
Denise Smith, Silvia Terziotti 
Staff:  Tim Johnson 
 
Absent:  Chad Ferguson, David Wyatt 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
 
Linda Rimer welcomed the members and asked the new members to introduce themselves and 
talk about their role in the federal agencies they represent.  Elizabeth (Liz) Porter manages all 
technology modernization for the regulatory program of the US Army Corps of Engineers in 
Wilmington.  Doug Marcy works in his specialty of coastal hazards for the NOAA Coastal 
Services Center in Charleston, SC and is active in the Digital Coast effort there. 
 
November GICC Meeting 
 
Linda asked for comments on the GICC minutes that were previously distributed to committee 
members.  There were no comments. 
 
FIC Bylaws 
 
The bylaws had been distributed to the committee previously with proposed changes noted.  
Linda asked for any other changes from the group.  Silvia asked if the FIC EC should qualify the 
use of the term “federal government contractors” under Article IV, Sec. 3.  The proposed 
change allows a federal contractor to serve on the FIC EC.  Liz asked if there had been ethical 
conflicts in the past where federal contractors were concerned.  A concern, shared by Denise, is 
that a federal contractor may have an advantage if the EC discusses future work that eventually 
results in an RFP from the State of NC and tied to the Geographic Information Coordinating 
Council.  Linda proposed that federal contractors can be general members and could serve on 
working groups that FIC might create.  The group agreed to strike the sentence in the draft that 
would have made federal contractors eligible to serve on the FIC EC.  All other changes in the 
draft were accepted.  Doug N. made a motion to accept the bylaws changes with this exception 
and Doug M. seconded the motion.  The resulting vote was unanimous. 
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ACTION #1: Tim will make final edits to the bylaws and share with committee 

members for concurrence before sending to Stan Duncan, GICC Chair. 
 
Background on GICC Needs/Expectations 
 
Stan Duncan was named as Chair of GICC in May of this year.  He has a special perspective as 
Henderson County assessor and tax collector and due to his service in the NC Department of 
Revenue.  Stan expects all of us to be as productive as possible.  He wants all committees to 
contribute the business value of the GICC’s priorities to their agencies and constituents. 
Statewide addresses, parcels, and street centerlines are all important initiatives of the Council.  
We need to know how they resonate with the federal agencies. 
 
Work Plan Discussion 
 
Goal A 
How is the FIC sharing data outside the boundaries of each federal agency?  Doug N. shares 
datasets related to LIDAR.  Doug M. strives to meet the FGDC standards that are available.  
They make data available and map services with metadata associated with both.  There are 
LIDAR and imagery sources that are available for North Carolina as part of NOAAs national 
mission. 
 
Linda asked each person to consider what they can bring to NC, such as pilot projects to 
advance the use of geospatial technology and data. 
 
Goal B 
Can we bring funding to NC?  Should it be stated differently?  Denise stated that federal 
agencies can advocate for funding.  Doug said we can support funding requests.  Silvia stated 
that we can cost share where appropriate or direct funding although opportunities are fewer 
and far between. 
 
Linda summarized that we believe that funding is important and that while we cannot ensure 
funding, the FIC can advocate and support joint efforts.  The group agreed. 
 
Objectives for 2014 
Liz stated that a metric is needed for each objective to measure progress.  Doug N. says USFWS 
wants him to serve data centrally (i.e., nationally), such as NWI, to ensure consistency.  NC 
OneMap could point to it.   Silvia believes that making data discoverable and increasing 
awareness by the federal agencies helps achieve the objective.  Denise stated that the Marine 
Corps is building an enterprise GIS hosted in Kansas City and she plans to include NC OneMap as 
a place for the Marine Corps (nationally) to go for NC data.  Silvia uses NC OneMap services to 
connect to StreamStats. 
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Linda asked if this topic should be on FIC agenda to get ideas on raising awareness about NC 
OneMap and make federal data more discoverable. 
 

ACTION #2: The FIC will have NC OneMap as a topic for discussion at its next full 
member meeting. 

 
Denise reiterated the idea of “advocating” for funding as the right way to state that objective. 
Doug N. and Silvia offered examples of their participation on the Council’s various committees 
and working groups.  Those examples represent how the FIC members provide information to 
the GICC and CGIA on issues, etc. 
 
Linda offered that GICC and CGIA are advised as a result of FIC member contributions to those 
committees/working groups.  Modify the objective #5 to be more specific stating that FIC 
accomplishes it through participation on the committees/working groups. 
 
Tim suggested that the FIC could report to the Council on the status of FGDC standards on 
annual basis, sharing what’s coming up in the FGDC work plan.  If a short turnaround for a 
standard comes up, then that could be raised on an as needed basis.  Linda summarized that 
FIC would be prepared to share FGDC plans for standards annually and also deal with emergent 
standards. 
 
Expected Benefits by Objective 
Doug N. stated that there are federal agencies who do not currently participate.  Tim asked 
which agencies are missing.  One example is the US Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) which has its North Carolina office in Greensboro.  Linda stated that we 
need to identify the right person in HUD and other federal agencies that we identify.  Others 
mentioned include Federal Communications Commission, Federal Aviation Administration, and 
Federal Emergency Management Agency.  Liz suggested that we canvas the federal agencies 
that are operating in North Carolina and determine which ones are using geospatial data or 
systems.  This can be used as a benchmark for further investigation. 
 

ACTION #3: The FIC will pursue an outreach effort to identify federal agencies operating 
in NC that are not currently part of FIC activities.  A team will be identified to 
carry out this inventory. 

 
Linda suggested that the FIC identify topics that would be on interest to the Council.  The 
results would be a presentation to the Council in 2014.  The group agreed to pursue this 
activity. 
 

ACTION #4: The FIC will request a presentation slot on a Council agenda in 2014 to share 
federal efforts and links to state and local activities. 

 
The objective related to funding is problematic due to the limitations of authority.  Denise 
recommended that this objective would be better stated as “assisting” those who are pursuing 
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funding from federal sources.  Linda asked the group for ideas on how to operationalize this.  
The group agreed that Linda will seek funding opportunities from FIC members on a regular 
basis and forward that information to the Council’s Management and Operations Committee 
for further action. 
 
Ongoing Responsibilities 
FIC EC members share information about projects that are of interest to their respective 
agencies.  When new or updated datasets are available, that information is also shared. 
 
The FIC provides members to serve on the Council’s committees.  The Working Group for 
Census Geospatial Data should be added to the list with David Wyatt as the representative from 
the FIC. 
 
The committee moved to the Major Tasks Numbered by Objective list for discussion.  Linda 
asked if Task 2.3 (subcommittee to explore discovery of federal geospatial datasets) had been 
initiated.  The group agreed that it had not and that it was an important task to complete.  
Linda stated that one EC member should be involved in the subcommittee to carry out the task.  
Liz offered that with the idea of sending out a survey to federal agencies, the FIC could ask 
them to provide information about geospatial datasets that would be of interest to NC 
stakeholders. 
 

ACTION #5: The agenda for the next FIC meeting will include request for federal agency 
representatives to serve on the subcommittee referenced in Task 2.3. 

 
Planning for Next FIC General Meeting 
 
The last meeting of the FIC was on September 19.  Doug N. was asked to look at topics for the 
next meeting.  He contacted Helena Mitasova from NCSU regarding their Open Source 
Geospatial Lab.  She has agreed to give the presentation.  Silvia asked if there are topics that 
Stan would be interested in since the meeting will be in western NC.  Doug N. and Silvia asked if 
John Derry from CGIA could provide a status update of NHD in western NC as part of the next 
FIC meeting.  Tim agreed to pursue that idea with John and Joe Sewash. 
 
After some discussion, the FIC EC agreed to hold the next general meeting on January 30 in 
Asheville with an agenda to cover a 10 AM to 1 PM time slot.  The webinar format used for 
previous meetings will be arranged for those not able to travel to Asheville.  Either the USFWS 
or USFS have meeting rooms available. 
 

ACTION #6: Linda will contact Holly Hixson to secure the USFS meeting location for 
January 30. 
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New Business 
 
Doug N. briefed the group on county maps of wildlife cover based on 1938-39 photography.  
These vegetation maps were produced by USFWS and Wildlife Resources Commission and 
represent about 40 counties along the coast and in the western piedmont and foothills.  Plans 
are to scan and georeference them; then digitization of land cover areas could occur. 
 
Doug N. also has 1978 and 1984 aerial photography taken along the coast.  There is also land 
cover from the 1970s for Bogue Banks scanned and ready to be georeferenced.  This was flown 
by the US Army Corps of Engineers.  He has also found 1960-vintage elevation data for an area 
from Cape Lookout to the Ocracoke area.  These were compiled by NCDOT. 
 
Linda asked how we can take the next step with these datasets.  East Carolina University and 
National Archives were mentioned as possibilities. 
 

ACTION #7: Liz agreed to look at possible funding sources for handling of these valuable 
archival datasets. 

 
Doug N. has also found photomosaics of each county from 1930s, 1940s, and 1950s. 
 
The group agreed that we need to make attempts to preserve these old records and make them 
more useful through digitization methods. 
 
Silvia shared that the 19-county LIDAR project did receive funding.  Data collection would occur 
in the spring.  This is one of the outcomes of Hurricane Sandy to improve elevation data along 
the east coast of the nation.  Additionally, Silvia said that cost share funds had been approved 
for the 2014 urban area to support the Greensboro-Winston Salem area. 
 
Adjourn 
 
The meeting adjourned at 12 noon. 
 


