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6/23/2015  FIC Executive Committee Meeting Notes 
 
In Attendance: 

Doug Newcomb, Interior/FWS 
Liz Porter, Military/USACE 
Denise Smith, Military/USMC 
Erik Hund, Commerce/NOAA 
Chad Ferguson, USDA/NRCS 
Julia Harrell, USDA/APHIS 
David Wyatt, Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Jeff Brown, NC CGIA 
 

Exec Committee Member News:  

 Liz Porter announced that her planned retirement in July 2015 would be delayed to sometime in 
the Dec 2015/Jan 2016 timeframe. 

 Doug Newcomb indicated he has received a letter from Governor McCrory’s office appointing 
him to a 2-year term on the GICC (and Chair of the FIC). That appointment is currently going 
through FWS Agency approvals and Doug will remain “acting” chair until approvals are finalized. 
 

Next Meeting Dates/Times:  
It was decided that we would go to Asheville for the late summer meeting and that the late fall/early 
winter meeting in November would be held in Raleigh.  A tentative next meeting date & time has been 
agreed upon for Thursday, August 27th from 12:00pm to 2:30pm. It was not discussed specifically, but 
please note that GIS Day falls on Thursday November 18th.  As some Federal Agencies will hold their own 
GIS Day events that their GIS staff will need to participate in, it might be better to try and schedule the 
FIC meeting for November 10th or 11th instead. 
 
Potential Venues:  
Doug Newcomb will check with Bill Hargrove of the Eastern Forest Environmental Threat Assessment 
Center, Mark Endries of the Fish & Wildlife Field Office, and Holly Hixson-Stratton at the US Forest 
Service to see who might like to host the meeting. Liz Porter indicated that there was also a USACE field 
office in Asheville that could possibly serve as a venue if all others fall though – but it is fairly small and 
parking-challenged.  
 
Potential Speakers:  
Doug Newcomb will try to secure a presentation on the new ESA Radar Satellite (Sentinel 1A) data that 
is freely available to the public now. https://sentinel.esa.int/web/sentinel/sentinel-data-access/access-
to-sentinel-data 
 
Doug Newcomb will inquire with Bill Hargrove to see if he has anything interesting to present. 
Julia Harrell will inquire with Mark Crane & Rick Chubb to see if they wish to present on the American 
Gypsy Moth / ESRI Collector pilot project that will be wrapping up in July. 
 
Other Business: 
Jeff Brown held a round-table discussion about elevation products derived from the latest Floodplain 
Mapping Lidar data (.LAS & DEM files now available) to solicit input as to whether 5’, 10’ or 20’ elevation 
products would be most useful to serve from NC OneMap while still maximizing server performance.  It 
was noted that in coastal areas, the 5’ products would be required but that in other parts of the state 
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the 10’ products might be acceptable if server resources and disk space for tile caches to offer 5’ 
products statewide prove to be cost-ineffective.  There was also a question whether offering the ability 
to generate either smoothed or unsmoothed contours on the fly for user-defined areas and allow zipfile 
downloads was a service that the public would continue to make use of.  Erik Hund indicated the NOAA 
Digital Coast website already offers that service and more for coastal elevation data 
http://coast.noaa.gov/dataviewer/#.  NOAA intends to refresh their back-end source data with the 
updated NC Floodplain Mapping Lidar data very soon.  Doug Newcomb mentioned that NASA now offers 
the Neo-Geography Toolkit for deriving digital elevation models from their ‘Ames Stereo Pipeline’.  
http://ti.arc.nasa.gov/tech/asr/intelligent-robotics/ngt/ 
 
Jeff Brown also mentioned that there was still an issue with finding funding models to secure CIR / 4th 
band imagery from the NC Ortho-Imagery project because the e911 Board was not inclined to fund the 
processing of the 4th band. Only Wake County purchased it in 2010 (update: Henderson County has 
initiated purchase of 2015 color infrared imagery). Federal Agencies noted that it was often difficult for 
them to allocate funding for such a state effort.  Erik Hund noted that the “133 Cities” imagery program 
from NGA was being taken over by DHS and that it was expected to discontinue funding for that 
program by 2017.  It was also noted that Federal Agencies can obtain imagery free for non-regulatory 
uses from NGA, but that if they need to use it for any regulatory purposes, they would need to purchase 
it from a vendor. 
 
Julia Harrell inquired if anyone knew of any Federal Agencies currently using ArcGIS Mobile. The answer 
was no, everyone is looking at using ESRI Collector.  
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