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North Carolina 
Geographic Information Coordinating Council 

 Federal Interagency Committee 

 
MINUTES 

FEDERAL INTERAGENCY COMMITTEE (FIC) Meeting 

August 21, 2013 

 
Nature Research Center, NC Museum of Natural Science 

121 W. Jones Street, Raleigh, NC  

10:00 AM to 12:00 PM 

 

Introductions  

 

The meeting was called to order by Linda Rimer, Chair. Introductions were made around the 

room and with those on the phone.  

 

Members in attendance: 

 Linda Rimer – EPA, Chair (phone) 

William Beatty – FHWA 

Rick Chubb - USDA 

Mark Crane – USDA  

Chad Ferguson – NRCS (phone) 

Amy Keister – USFWS (phone) 

Kitty Kolb – USGS (phone) 

Scott Lokken, NOAA (phone) 

Gary Merrill – USGS (phone) 

Anne Neale –  EPA (phone) 

Doug Newcomb – USFWS 

Drew Pilant – EPA  

Denise Smith – US Marine Corps (phone) 

Silvia Terziotti – USGS/WRD (phone) 

David Wyatt – Eastern Band of Cherokee (phone) 

  

Guests 

 Stan Duncan, GICC Chair 

 Jeff Brown, NC CGIA 
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CGIA Staff Representative: 

 Tom Tribble – NC CGIA (phone) 

 

Dr. Rimer introduced Stan Duncan, the new chair of the NC Geographic Information 

Coordinating Council.  Mr. Duncan is the Assessor and Tax Collector for Henderson County 

where also oversees the Land Records Program.  Previously he served for more than 20 years 

with the NC Department of Revenue.  He is the Past-President of the NC Association of 

Assessing Officers. 

 

Dr. Rimer is very excited about Mr. Duncan’s appointment and said the fact that he asked to 

attend this meeting and get a chance to meet the FIC members is an indication of his 

commitment. 

 

Mr. Duncan said he was delighted to attend his first FIC meeting.  He has about 45 years of 

experience, mostly in property tax mapping.  His career dates back to before digital maps and he 

learned early how hard it is to appraise property without a map.  He recognizes the importance of 

being able to accurately locate features on the ground and has witnessed the remarkable changes 

in technology.  He is excited about chairing the Council and believes that many of the Council’s 

initiatives are coming to fruition at this time and will have a bearing on local, state and federal 

endeavors.  He plans to meet as many people involved in the statewide coordination process as 

he can and encouraged FIC members to call or email him if there are issues that the Council 

needs to address.  He looks forward to working with the FIC and plans to be a very active chair. 

 

Dr. Rimer thanked Mr. Duncan for attending.  She has already witnessed his enthusiasm and 

hands-on approach and believes he will increase the visibility of the Council and its committees. 

 

[Note: the agenda was changed to accommodate schedules.] 

 

Conservation Planning Atlas, South Atlantic Landscape Conservation Cooperative, Amy 

Keister, US Fish & Wildlife Service (see PPT at GICC website - 
http://ncgicc.net/Committees/FederalInteragencyCommitteeFIC/tabid/295/Default.aspx) 

 

Dr. Rimer introduced Amy Keister, the GIS Coordinator for the South Atlantic Landscape 

Conservation Cooperative (SALCC).   The SALCC is one of 23 cooperatives around the country 

and covers portions of six states between southern Virginia and northern Florida.  The 

geographic extents of the cooperatives are defined by drainage basins.   

 

The mission is to create a shared blueprint for landscape conservation actions that sustain natural 

and cultural resources.  Ms. Keister defined a blueprint as an interactive, living plan that 

describes the places and actions needed to meet the SALCC’s conservation priorities in the face 

of future change.  The cooperative includes many partners, including federal, state, private and 

non-profit organizations, which will collaborate to develop a shared blueprint.  The blueprint 

http://ncgicc.net/Committees/FederalInteragencyCommitteeFIC/tabid/295/Default.aspx
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does not address all the mission activities of each agency but seeks to find the common ground 

among organizations that are working for conservation across the study area. 

 

The Landscape Conservation Cooperatives attempt to understand and model forces that drive 

change across the landscape and to develop spatial models that will form the foundation of the 

blueprint.  The SALCC is currently focusing on three drivers of change.  They are urban growth, 

climate change and sea level rise and flow alterations in the river drainages.  Other forces, such 

as land conversion unrelated to urban growth, may be considered in the future.  She said the 

availability of spatial data currently limits the focus to these three main threats. 

 

She showed maps for urban growth, sea level rise and flow alterations based on currently 

available data.  A defining goal is not to duplicate data development so the SALCC is working 

with partners that already have data.   

 

The SALCC developed the Conservation Planning Atlas (CPA) to better share the spatial models 

and the underlying data with partners and the public.  The CPA provides a location to store data 

and the model outputs and to input data from other services.  It also enables users to search and 

view data through a mapping interface, and perform basic analysis.  Metadata are available.  

Currently the site includes only the foundational data; the blueprint will be added soon.   

 

The SALCC collaborates with adjacent cooperatives in sharing data.  There is a web hub for the 

SALCC but it is part of a larger effort that covers the southeast.  Other cooperatives use the same 

gateway to share data, which ensures easy navigation between geographic areas. 

 

By way of background, Dr. Rimer said her understanding is the LCC’s were set up by the 

Department of the Interior with US FWS in the lead, reaching out to other partners.  Ms. Keister 

agreed but clarified that the members of the cooperatives all have an equal stake and vote in the 

process.  Funding comes from many of the partners.  Dr. Rimer emphasizes that the collaboration 

among many partners is a sign of good government.   
 

The CPA is designed to be a web-based platform, focusing on the casual GIS user.  Objectives 

include data discovery/viewing, basic processing, consuming remote services and allowing 

others to consume services from the CPA.  Another consideration was to ensure easy navigation 

between geographic areas.  She emphasized that the atlas targets non-technical users that do not 

have desktop GIS. 

 

Several cooperative members already support viewers.  The goal is not to make CPA the only 

viewer; consequently the CAP provides links to, among others, NOAA’s Sea Level Rise and 

Coastal Flooding viewer and two viewers from the USFS, the Template for Assessing Climate 

Change Impacts and Management Options (TACCIMO) and the US Forests for the Future.  The 

CPA consumes data from many of these viewers.  The SALCC is also working to establish 

protocols to make it easy to serve CPA data to other viewers, which will make it easier for those 

accustomed to using other sites to access CPA data. 
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Ms. Keister highlighted the USGS Derived Downscale Climate Projection portal, currently in 

beta release.  Once the data are peer reviewed, she anticipates that the CPA will be able to 

consume climate projection data from this viewer.  Several other LCCs have gateways.  The 

cooperatives have collaborated to create a common look and feel to the sites so that users can 

easily move between sites.  Users can also search and access data in other gateways. 

 

Users can sign in, using a Data Basin platform account, a USGS Science Base account, or even 

Google, Facebook, or other social media accounts.  Users can view data without signing in but 

get more functionally by signing in.  William Beatty asked about signing in with a user’s 

commercial accounts.  Is the site restricted?  Ms. Keister said no, anyone can visit and use the 

atlas and view information.  All of the data services are available to anyone who visits the site.  

For certain functionalities such as saving and sharing a map, users must log in but it does not 

have to be through a commercial account. 

 

Other functionalities include easy map making and some simple analysis on vector date sets. 

 

Tom Tribble asked if the site was bringing in any data from NC OneMap, such as the image 

services.  She said no at this time.  

 

For more information, contact Amy Keister at 919-707-0278 or amy_keister@fws.gov or visit 

the CPA at http://salcc.databasin.org.  She encouraged FIC members to comment and make 

suggestions. 

 

Dr. Rimer thanked Ms. Kesiter for a fascinating presentation. 

 

EPA EnviroAtlas, Anne Neale, EPA (see PPT at GICC website - 
http://ncgicc.net/Committees/FederalInteragencyCommitteeFIC/tabid/295/Default.aspx) 

 

EPA is developing a tool called the EnviroAtlas to support community decision making.  

Technical difficulties prevented access to the PPT.  The host logged into and displayed the 

EnviroAtlas website.   

 

Anne Neale, EPA, said this is the initial iteration of EnviroAtlas. It is released for beta testing.  

Currently one needs to register to access the site.  She encouraged everyone to visit the 

registration page and sign up as a beta tester.  The project team needs feedback, which will drive 

future development. 

http://www.epa.gov/research/enviroatlas/index.htm 

 

Ms. Neale noted lots of parallels with the SALCC’s Conservation Planning Atlas, demonstrated 

earlier.  For example, EPA is also publishing all data layers as REST and WMS services.  Data 

sharing between the two tools will be interoperable.  As with the CPA, the EnviroAtlas is very 

much a collaborative effort.  While EPA took the lead in the developing the atlas, many other 

partners are involved including USFS, USGS and others. 

 

mailto:amy_keister@fws.gov
http://salcc.databasin.org/
http://ncgicc.net/Committees/FederalInteragencyCommitteeFIC/tabid/295/Default.aspx
http://www.epa.gov/research/enviroatlas/index.htm
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The home page includes a link to ecosystem services.  For various categories of ecosystem 

services, i.e., clean air, an eco-wheel shows the natural resources that are providing the services, 

the benefits that humans derive from the service and the drivers of changes.  The project team is 

developing or accessing data layers that feed information into the various elements.  Another link 

is to an eco-health browser that explores the relationship between ecosystem health and human 

health. 

 

Ms. Neale displayed an interactive map.  The user can look at data for the entire nation or for 

particular communities.  Most data layers are summarized by 12-digit HUCs.  Finer scale 

analysis is available for selected communities.  Durham, NC was the first pilot community. 

 

Working with the Durham community, researchers created map layers for supply and demand of 

ecosystem services (such as tree cover, greenspace, and proximity to parks), and societal 

implications for the city's natural resources.  

 

Local partners in Durham will use EPA the EnviroAtlas to diagnose environmental problems, 

analyze alternatives, and track the performance of implemented management approaches. Tools 

and approaches developed in Durham will be transferable to other communities around the 

country. 

 

The tool includes demographic and supplemental data, including web services from other sites, 

to support decision making.  Some raster data is available.  For example, she displayed potential 

restorable wetlands.  Under the national ecosystem category, there are about 200 different data 

layers summarized by 12-digit HUCS for the coterminous US for various benefit categories and 

sometimes multiple categories.  There is a matrix of benefit categories that describes the benefits 

both for national layers and community scale layers. 

 

Ms. Neale described a number of data resources that will be included in the atlas.  These include 

imperiled species, modeled species, species of national significance, atmospheric deposition, 

total nitrogen deposition, indicators of the condition of riparian buffers and many others as well 

as projections looking out to 2060 for many data layers.  Summaries of three of the downscale 

climate models will be included. 

 

For the communities, Drew Pilant and others are developing high resolution land cover from 

which a number of metrics have been derived, including tree cover, impervious surfaces, and 

land cover composition of riparian buffers or along busy roadways. 

 

The project team is also developing analytic tools.  One is a raindrop tool that allows a user to 

click on a point- anywhere in the US - and track the pathway to the closest water body.  This 

allows users to track the pathway a spill takes. 

 

Ms. Neale again encouraged everyone to register for beta testing and to view the video that 

describes the atlas.  She anticipates a public release in December. 
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Anne can be reached at neale.anne@epa.gov.  

 

Dr. Rimer thanked Ms. Neale for an informative presentation. 

 

Discussion on Impacts of the Distribution of Geospatial Data Executive Order dated May 

13, 2013 “Making Open and Machine Readable the New Default for Government Information” – 

Doug Newcomb (see PPT at GICC website - 

http://ncgicc.net/Committees/FederalInteragencyCommitteeFIC/tabid/295/Default.aspx) 

 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2013/05/09/executive-order-making-open-and-

machine-readable-new-default-government- 

 

Doug Newcomb reported that an executive order was released in May basically stating that “the 

default state of new and modernized Government information resources shall be open and 

machine readable.”  OMB will release a policy and agencies will implement the policy by the 

deadlines given. 

 

Within 30 days of the policy being released, OMB will establish a repository of open online tools 

and best practices for agencies to follow.  Within 90 days, OBM will identify ways to integrate 

polices into federal acquisition and grant-making processes and will establish goals to track 

implementation per the Government Performance and Results Act.  Within 180 days, agencies 

will report on implementation. 

 

The policy is consistent with current law and does not affect current policies on what data are 

available to the public.  It simply changes the format in which it must be provided – open and 

machine readable. 

 

This change may be tied into the latest draft NSDI Strategic Plan (http://www.fgdc.gov/nsdi-

plan).  The public comment period on this plan ended today and final approval is expected in the 

Nov-Dec, 2013 timeframe.  Mr. Newcomb noted that the plan includes a lot of language about 

open standard data formats for web services.  He is uncertain that ArcGIS web services are 

considered open format and this may affect policies of federal agencies when designing websites. 

 

Mr. Newcomb mentioned that several existing formats might meet the definition of open 

including Geotiff; possibly ERDAS Imagine and shapefiles; Spacialite, an open database based 

on SQL lite, which will be supported by ArcGIS10.2; and the upcoming OGC Geopackage 

format. 

 

Mr. Newcomb asked if anyone had heard from their headquarters about the open data 

requirements.  There was no response.  He presumes that departments are waiting on the release 

of the OBM policies. 

 

 

 

mailto:neale.anne@epa.gov
http://ncgicc.net/Committees/FederalInteragencyCommitteeFIC/tabid/295/Default.aspx
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2013/05/09/executive-order-making-open-and-machine-readable-new-default-government-
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2013/05/09/executive-order-making-open-and-machine-readable-new-default-government-
http://www.fgdc.gov/nsdi-plan
http://www.fgdc.gov/nsdi-plan
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Agency Reports 

 

There was no time for agency reports.  Dr. Rimer encouraged those present to summarize their 

agency reports in an email to the FIC list serv. 

 

She did report that the President has issued a climate action plan. She anticipates that an 

executive order will be released soon on preparing the United States for the impacts of climate 

change. 

 

Other Business 

 

Dr. Rimer announced that the GICC will convene a working group to collaborate with the 

Census Bureau on issues related to geospatial data for the 2020 census.  The FIC will be looking 

for federal representatives to serve on that committee.  She asked that members contact her if 

they are interested or have suggestions for candidates. 

 

Dr. Rimer announced that Tom Tribble, the CGIA staff person to the FIC, is retiring on 

September 30 after 29 years with CGIA.   She announced that the FIC prepared a certificate of 

appreciation for his service to the FIC.  Mr. Tribble thanked Dr. Rimer and the FIC members.  

He said that staffing the FIC and working with the federal GIS community in North Carolina has 

been a fun part of his job.  He commended the FIC for its effectiveness, especially in providing a 

networking forum for federal GIS staff in North Carolina. 

 

Next Meeting 

 

The next general FIC meeting has not been scheduled. 

 

Adjournment 

 

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:55. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


