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North Carolina 

Geographic Information Coordinating Council 

Local Government Committee 

 

MINUTES 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE 

May 27, 2015, 2:00 PM 

 

PROCEEDINGS 

 

The quarterly meeting of the Local Government Committee (LGC), a committee of the 

Geographic Information Coordinating Council (GICC), was held on May 27, 2015.   

 

PRESENT 

LGC members: 

Jessica Brannock, High Country COG, representing ARCED 

Lucy Cardwell, Currituck County, representing NCPMA 

Kathryn Clifton, Chair, Town of Spencer, representing NCLM 

Joseph Sloop, Forsyth County, representing NCLGISA 

Travis Penland, City of Hendersonville, representing Carolina URISA 

Alice Wilson, City of New Bern, representing APA-NC and SMAC Rep 

 

Others: 

Pam Carver, Henderson County, WGSP Representative 

David Nash, City of Fayetteville, Census Working Group Representative 

Stephen Dew, Guilford County, WGOP Representative 

Jeff Brown, CGIA, Staff to the LGC 

 

WELCOME 

Kathryn (Kat) Clifton, Chair, called the meeting to order.  Kat welcomed the members 

and representatives.  

 

CURRENT ISSUES OR CONCERNS 

Kat Clifton invited members to participate in a round robin to describe any current issues 

or concerns in local government GIS for the committee to consider. There were no issues 

in addition to what is on the agenda. 

 

VALUE OF GIS e-BOOK 

Joseph Sloop and Kat Clifton drafted an outline of an electronic book (“e-book”) on the 

topic of the value of GIS in North Carolina. The committee discussed the concept last 
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time, and Joseph drafted an approach to developing and distributing a digital book free of 

charge for the purpose of informing local government managers and public officials 

about the value of GIS in government business processes. (Outline attached). An e-book 

would communicate the variety of applications that benefit from GIS. He sees an e-book 

as a tool for promoting what GIS professionals accomplish. The North Carolina audience 

can range from the Governor to the mayor of the smallest municipality. The message is 

that investment in GIS capability brings returns in a wide variety of ways. Also, GIS 

professionals benefit from examples of what others are doing. Joseph sees the Local 

Government Committees as the best group to coordinate creation of the e-book. State 

examples can be included. Volunteers will be needed for various parts of the effort. 

Participation in the effort is not limited to LGC.   
 

The committee reviewed the outline and agreed it is a good idea and worth pursuing. 

Jessica Brannock pointed out that communicating ways that GIS saves time and money is 

ever more important as state and municipal budgets are constrained. She expects that 

councils of government will be willing to participate and assist. David Nash suggested 

distribution of examples of e-books to the committee. Kat added that an 8.5 x 11 variety 

format would be suitable, and content could be graphics and text organized by topic. Jeff 

will forward a web link to an Esri Press e-book as an example 

(http://esripress.esri.com/display/index.cfm?fuseaction=display&websiteID=22
1&moduleID=0).  
 
Alice Wilson reminded the committee that communication of data sources 
(various links) would be valuable to local GIS users who could benefit from the e-
book as well. Kat added that conversion of aerial photos to digital images can be 
valuable when published online.  
 
Next steps will be: 

1. Develop some guidelines, samples, and template for e-book content (Kat 
and Joseph will initiate) 

2. Request submissions from LGC members—examples, stories, and ideas—
with reference to the guidance material 

3. Identify other sources and communicate the opportunity to participate 
 

METADATA TRAINING COMMITTEE 

Jeff Brown described a draft plan for metadata training and implementation of the new 

State and Local Government Metadata Profile, adopted by the GICC. For purposes of 

efficiency and quality, training and assistance will prioritize local government datasets, 

particularly parcels, address points, and roads. There is room for improvement in state 

government metadata management, too. A task oriented metadata committee will stress 

practice, with application of tools and methods for priority datasets. A phased approach 

will take about 10 steps over about 18 months, including development of more templates 

and instructional presentations designed for both online and in-person sessions. The effort 

will benefit from advice, testing, and outreach from LGC and the State Government GIS 

User Group.  

 

http://esripress.esri.com/display/index.cfm?fuseaction=display&websiteID=221&moduleID=0
http://esripress.esri.com/display/index.cfm?fuseaction=display&websiteID=221&moduleID=0
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Last month, after a presentation to the Statewide Mapping Advisory Committee, Stephen 

Dew volunteered to join the newly formed metadata training committee, chaired by Sarah 

Wray of NCDOT GIS. Steve Averett, City of Greensboro volunteered to do testing. 

Lynda Wayne will be involved as an advisor from Federal Geographic Data Committee. 

The new committee will get underway in June.  

 

LGC members can contribute with outreach to their respective organizations when 

materials are ready and sessions being organized. Kat suggested that the NC Arc User 

Group schedules symposiums that might provide opportunities for presentations.  

 

GICC/MANAGEMENT & OPERATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT 

Lucy Cardwell attended the M&O committee in April and reported for LGC. The e-book 

concept was warmly received and encouraged. Notes from the meeting include progress 

in statewide orthoimagery, with planning underway for 2016 coastal imagery. Chair Stan 

Duncan reported no GIS-related legislative issues at the time, but he would continue 

monitoring. Regarding the completion of “Guidance for Oblique Aerial Imagery 

Acquisition and Software System” (here), Lucy agreed with the report that oblique 

imagery is a complement to but not a replacement for orthoimagery, based on her 

experience in Currituck County. Regarding NC OneMap Governance, the M&O 

committee requested that the Working Group for Orthophotography Planning develop a 

plan for producing and serving elevation data products derived from LiDAR to refresh 

elevation products served through NC OneMap. LiDAR data (points) are available from 

NC Floodplain Mapping Program. Regarding contours, Lucy’s county is flat, but in the 

High Country, Jessica uses contours regularly. Alice explained that the City of New Bern 

uses contours for public works and stormwater management. Kat finds contours to be 

useful regularly and plans to apply topographic data to stormwater.  

 

Joseph Sloop represented LGC at the Council meeting on May 15. He shared LGC 

accomplishments from this fiscal year with the Council, referring to items in the LGC 

workplan. Highlights of the Council meeting were the progress by the NC Parcels Project 

(more from Pam Carver today) and discussion about the importance of addressing 

including statewide address points (2014) and a business case for maintenance. Anne 

Payne of Wake County urged the Council to look at addressing standards. Joseph 

observed that Forsyth County would benefit from a standard. Also, the NC GIS 

Conference presentations are now online (http://ncgisconference.com).  

 

From the LGC perspective, the next standard for the Council to tackle is addressing. Like 

parcels, there are key elements and practices in creating and maintaining address data. 

Translating to a standard would be useful. A standard can be useful in ordinances, in a 

local master address project, and in assigning addresses locally. Statewide address data 

can be valuable in the Census Bureau’s Local Update of Census Addresses (LUCA) 

process, coming up again in a few years.  

 

Alice added that she knows new Council member Dr. Joanne Halls from UNC 

Wilmington and noted her success in organizing GIS Day at UNCW.  

 

http://ncgicc.net/Portals/3/documents/Oblique_Imagery_Guidance_2015_Final.pdf
http://ncgisconference.com/
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Kat encouraged LGC members to see Council minutes 

(http://www.ncgicc.org/GICCMeetings.aspx) to read the statements on the value of GIS 

from Jon Beck, Land of Sky Regional Council, and Kevin Parrish, Caldwell County. 

 

LGC MEMBERS/APPOINTMENTS 

There remains one seat on the Statewide Mapping Advisory Committee (SMAC) that 

could be filled by LGC, in addition Alice Wilson. Kat urged LGC members to get the 

word out and encourage a local government GIS professional to consider serving on 

SMAC.  

 

Update on the status of LGC members: 

The Chair is elected by the LGC each July. LGC members are appointed for two-year 

staggered terms. Members whose terms are ending in 2015 are Jessica representing NC 

ARCED, Kat representing NCLM, and Alice representing APA-NC. Those organizations 

need to reappoint their respective LGC members or appoint a new person. This should 

happen in June. The members in July will elect the chair.  

 

Travis’ term continues until 2016, Lucy 2016, Joseph 2016, and Benita 2017.   

 

Stephen Dew is willing to serve another term on the Working for Seamless Parcels.  Jeff 

will check with Pam Carver on her willingness to continue on the Working Group for 

Seamless Parcels.  

 

Jeff will check on the status of members of the GIS Advisory Team.  

 

REPORTS 

Working Group for Seamless Parcels (WGSP)   

Jeff Brown reported that all but three counties are completed in the NC Parcel 

Transformer. Completion is expected early in June, and work will continue on updating 

the original 25 counties so that all counties will be published on NC OneMap in 2015. 

Having a core standard to translate source fields to has been valuable. In future updates, 

the project team will work with county GIS managers to do their own updates using the 

online Transformer. He emphasized that counties remain the authoritative go-to source 

for the latest, most detailed property information. He expressed appreciation for data 

sharing, participation, and support of LGC members.  

 

Statewide Mapping Advisory Committee (SMAC)  

Alice Wilson reported that the SMAC met April 15. She briefly recapped the meeting by 

topic.  

 Transportation – preliminary data for all public roads (Rome Project) is expected 

in the third quarter 2015 and full publication in the first quarter 2016. The road 

data will be updated quarterly. 

 Elevation – Hope Morgan demonstrated a beta website for download of the very 

dense LiDAR data points. See http://www.ncfloodmaps.com/lidar.htm. The 

project is classifying coastal LiDAR produced by USGS to match classification of 

phase 2 produced by the State of NC.  

http://www.ncgicc.org/GICCMeetings.aspx
http://www.ncfloodmaps.com/lidar.htm
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 Geodetic Control – Gary Thompson urged attention to proposed new datums for 

2022. There may be a committee forming that would need local government 

participation.  

 County Boundaries – Senate Bill 575 will help resolve impacts from the 

reestablished NC-SC boundary. Attention is likely to turn to Virginia next. 

 Municipal boundaries – NC DOT and the Department of the Secretary of State are 

collaborating on efforts to update and improve municipal boundaries and share 

results with the Census Bureau to help improve Census boundary data.  

 Cadastral data – in addition to the NC Parcels Project, a cadastral manual to guide 

practice is in progress, managed by Tom Morgan.  

Also regarding elevation, there will be a public session in Raleigh on June 18 to discuss 

LiDAR acquisitions and grant money, conducted by the USGS for the 3DEP program. 

See https://www.geoplatform.gov/elevation/3DEP/PublicMeetings/StateRegionalWorkshops.  

 

Other items of note from SMAC: 

 The State Government GIS User Committee will have a general meeting on the 

topic of open source GIS software. 

 Federal Interagency Committee executive committee members now include Julia 

Harrell from US Department of Agriculture. 

 

Working Group for Orthophotography Planning (WGOP)    

Stephen Dew and Jeff Brown reported that the guide for acquisition of oblique imagery 

was accepted at the last Council meeting as a useful practice document. The link to the 

online version is here. In April, the group began work on a plan for who will produce 

what derived elevation products, how, and when.  

 

Stream Mapping Advisory Committee 

No report. Wright Lowery sent his regrets for this meeting but offered to share notes from 

the last meeting.  

 

Working Group for Census Geospatial Data 

David Nash reported that the group has not met recently, but work is proceeding. Bob 

Coats, the Governor’s Census Liaison, is heavily involved with state data centers and the 

Census Bureau. An opportunity this summer: the Census Bureau is seeking comments on 

residency rules applied to the Census (due July 20). This is of particular interest for 

jurisdictions with military installations such as Fayetteville, Havelock, and Jacksonville. 

Bob Coats provided David with this information: 

The Federal Register Notice on Census Residency Rules - 

https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2015/05/20/2015-12118/2020-decennial-census-

residence-rule-and-residence-situations .  The Governor’s Office will respond, but others 

are welcome to make a response as well. If you do respond, please send a copy to 

bob.coats@osbm.nc.gov.   

 

Technical Advisory Committee 

No report. The chair, Dan Madding, is consulting with subject matter experts as needed 

for various topics.  

https://www.geoplatform.gov/elevation/3DEP/PublicMeetings/StateRegionalWorkshops
http://ncgicc.net/Portals/3/documents/Oblique_Imagery_Guidance_2015_Final.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2015/05/20/2015-12118/2020-decennial-census-residence-rule-and-residence-situations
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2015/05/20/2015-12118/2020-decennial-census-residence-rule-and-residence-situations
mailto:bob.coats@osbm.nc.gov
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Work Plan Review 

The draft shows the same goals and objectives and ongoing responsibilities. The major 

tasks include 1.3, assisting the metadata training committee, and 1.4 the e-book. 

Completing the e-book by the end of the calendar year would be timely prior to the 2016 

legislative session. LGC participates on several committees and working groups. Alice 

suggested inclusion of work on geodetic survey datum 2022. A modified work plan will 

be issued to LGC for review.  

 

Professional Development Opportunities 

The fall conference of NC Arc User Group will be September 23-25 at Carolina 

Beach, with pre-conference workshops as well. The group is seeking abstracts for 

presentations.  

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

None. 

 

NEXT MEETING 

The LGC meetings for 2015, all Wednesdays starting at 2:00 PM: 

August 19 

December 2 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:35.  


