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Geographic Information Coordinating Council 

MANAGEMENT AND OPERATIONS COMMITTEE 
October 19, 2015 

1:00 to 2:00 PM 

NC Department of Information Technology (DIT) 

3700 Wake Forest Road 

Lighthouse Conference Room 

 

 MINUTES 
 

1. Chair Stan Duncan welcomed John Farley, Dan Madding, Jeff Brown, and Dee Hill 

 

Lacking a quorum, the Chair held the meeting for informational purposes only.  

 

2. Minutes of the September 21st meeting will be considered for approval at the next meeting. 

 

3. Quick Updates 

a. Census Geospatial Data  

Jeff Brown reported that the Census Bureau and the State Data Center will host the “NC 

Emergency Response Hackshop” in Wilmington, November 6-7, at the UNC Wilmington Center 

for Innovation and Entrepreneurship. The goal is to have as many as 100 people participate. 

CGIA will attend. NC DOT will send a subject matter expert. Mr. Brown has discussed the event 

with Dr. Joanne Halls of UNCW and GIS coordinators in New Hanover County and the City of 

Wilmington.  

 

b. Orthoimagery 

Mr. Brown reported that the Southern Piedmont and Mountains phase (2015) is on schedule. 

Visual quality review was completed on October 2. Henderson County reviewed all imagery tiles 

in the county. Product release is on schedule for January 2016. Color infrared imagery, ordered 

by the Department of Agriculture & Consumer Services for the area over DuPont Forest, and 

ordered by Henderson County for the remainder of the county, will be released shortly after 

release of orthoimagery to the Public Safety Answering Points.  

 

The coastal region (2016) begins the next four-year cycle of imagery acquisition. A 

memorandum of agreement, with good cooperation with the US Marine Corps, is in progress.. 

Contracts with NCDOT Photogrammetry and NC Geodetic Survey are in place. In the 

Qualifications-Based Selection process, proposals are under review, and selection and 

negotiation of contracts will be completed in December. Cost comparisons for the first 4-year 

cycle and the second cycle will be of interest to the committee. New digital elevation models will 

be available to apply to the 2016 orthoimagery project.  

 

c. Parcels Project 

Mr. Brown thanked Mr. Duncan (and David Baker) for getting letters out to all of the county 

managers, thanking them for participating in the NC Parcels Project and encouraging regular 

participation. Outreach by the project team in September and October included presentations at 
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conferences of the NC Arc User Group (Jeff Brown) and the NC Property Mappers Association 

(Pam Carver). Many data managers attended those conferences and a quick guide is available for 

updating parcel data in the NC Parcel Transformer. More hands-on participation by county data 

managers is needed in the weeks ahead. Pam Carver emphasized the importance of counties 

populating more of the standard fields to make the data more valuable. In particular, counties 

could add more fields to their source files to describe how the property is used (residential, 

commercial, etc.), provide the number of structures on a parcel, and provide site addresses. 

Counties did very well providing assessed values. Mr. Duncan suggested working with the 

Department of Revenue on the topic of variation in how data are represented and defined by 

vendors of computer assisted mass appraisal software.  

 

Mr. Madding pointed out that present-use value could be included (the standard field 

PARVALTYPE for parcel value type is available). Mr. Duncan explained that present-use value 

in tax data depends on the county-adopted schedule of value for present-use categories (forestry, 

agriculture, and horticulture) and the tax system software.  

 

Mr. Farley added that the building footprints data managed by NC Emergency Management is a 

piece of the puzzle in identifying structures as well as locating site address points on or near 

structures.  Mr. Duncan pointed out that footprints are really rooflines that may or may not have 

a building underneath as in the case of a car port with open sides.  

 

4. Annual Report 

Mr. Duncan reported that the Council’s Annual Report will be completed soon after some final 

edits. This is a scaled-down version compared to last year. The title is “Collaboration in Action.” 

A companion brochure is in progress for a concise, more graphic version to hand out. The 

section on looking ahead includes references to legislative initiatives.  

 

5. Council Meeting Preparation 

The meeting will be held in an alternate location on November 19, at the State Employees Credit 

Union at 119 Salisbury Street in the 12th floor conference room. Kyle T. Snyder, Director, Next 

Generation Air Transportation (NGAT) Center, NC State University, will speak about unmanned 

aircraft systems (UAS), a timely topic of wide interest. The meeting will start at noon with an 

informal brown-bag lunch in an adjacent room. There will be time reserved for Council 

discussion. Mr. Farley pointed out that NCDOT has legislated authority to permit UAS and is 

working on software for permitting. He will notify NCDOT staff working on UAS who may 

have questions. Mr. Duncan has started a list of topics and questions to send to Mr. Snyder ahead 

of time.  

 

6. Committee Reports 

For the State Government GIS User Committee, Mr. Farley reported that the Esri Enterprise License 

Agreement will be signed and go into effect for software. The Master Purchase Agreement, including 

professional services and various terms and conditions, is still in negotiation after being extended 

another two months. The cost is higher than during the previous five-year ELA, but the recent 

negotiations have not affected cost. Also, SGUC approved its work plan for this fiscal year. 

 

For the GIS Technical Advisory Committee, Dan Madding reported that he and his colleagues are 

developing a draft document on mobile GIS to give subject matter experts something to build upon. 
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Mobile GIS appears to be a challenging topic. URISA’s mobile workshop book is a useful reference 

getting started.  

 

 

7. Other Items from the Group 

None. 

 

8. Future Meeting Dates:  

November 16 

December 14 

 

The meeting adjourned at 2:00 PM.   


