
Statewide Mapping Advisory Committee 
Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, July 17, 2013 
1:30 PM – 3:30 PM 
NC League of Municipalities, Albert Coates Auditorium, 215 North Dawson St., Raleigh, NC 
 
Attendees:  
Ryan Draughn (Chair), NC League of Municipalities 
Gary Thompson (Vice-Chair, Permanent Seat), NC DPS  
Tim Johnson (Permanent Seat), CGIA 
Dr. Kenneth Taylor (Permanent Seat), NC DENR 
Tom Morgan (Permanent Seat), NC SoS 
John Farley (Permanent Seat), NC DOT 
Alice Wilson (Member), City of New Bern 
Sean McGuire (Member), NC DENR 
Stephen Dew (Member), Guilford County (phone) 
James Armstrong (Member), Richmond County (phone) 
Silvia Terziotti (Member), USGS (phone) 
Rachel Trent (for Member Kelly Eubank), NC DCR (phone) 
Dr. Tyrel Moore (NC BGN Chair), UNC-Charlotte 
Pam Carver (WGSP Co-Chair), Henderson County (phone) 
David Giordano (Staff), CGIA 
Anne Payne, Wake County GIS 
Cam McNutt, NC DENR 
John Bridgers, NC SoS 
Mark Antonik, Esri 
 
Welcome/Introductions – Ryan Draughn, Chair 

 Approval of April 10, 2013 Minutes 
The minutes from the previous meeting were approved. 

 
NC Geographic Information Coordinating Council 

 Council Update – Tim Johnson 
The GICC determined that the SMAC will coordinate development of a standard for oblique imagery. Also, 
a motion was made and approved to adopt the revised LGC bylaws, adding the NC Chapter of the 
American Planning Association as an organizational member. 
 
New members of the committee were introduced. They are David Baker (Department of Revenue), Chris 
Estes (State Chief Information Officer), Art Pope (Office of State Budget and Management), and Keith 
Werner (Department of Environment and Natural Resources). 
 

 State Government Committee – John Farley 
At the last meeting the committee discussed ArcGIS Online for Organizations (AGOL). The Wildlife 
Resources Commission recently published map services from AGOL. The executive committee is beginning 
to discuss the particulars of the Esri Enterprise License Agreement. The agreement is up for renewal in 
2015. DOT has indicated they will acquire imagery for other agencies as directed after events occur 
(natural disasters, emergencies, etc.). 
 

 Local Government Committee – Alice Wilson 
There were three appointments to the committee: 

o Kathryn Clifton, Chair (NC League of Municipalities) 
o James Armstrong (Carolina URISA) 
o Jessica Brannock (NC Association of Regional Councils) 

 



Statewide Mapping Advisory Committee 
Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, July 17, 2013 
 

Page | 2  

 

At the last meeting the committee Pam Carver gave a presentation on the status of the EPA cadastral 
exchange project. The LGC indicated they like the updated NC OneMap Geospatial Portal and asked to 
spread the word about a State Library webinar featuring the portal on July 29. 
 
With regards to the other translation tool project on-going (street centerlines), John Farley said he has a 
meeting tomorrow with Alex Rickard to discuss having DOT assume administration of the tool. The initial 
desire is to pull non-network roads dataset. DOT will determine the cost-effectiveness and evaluate 
whether to continue using the tool after one year. If they determine it is worthwhile they will host the 
application permanently. Ryan Draughn asked that John provide regular updates to the LGC. 
 

 Federal Interagency Committee – Silvia Terziotti 
The executive committee has met twice since the last SMAC meeting. An at-large opening seat on the 
committee was filled by Denise Smith from the US Marine Corps. The federal lands ownership sub-
committee concluded its work by submitting a report to the GICC in June. The next general FIC meeting is 
August 21

st
. 

 
Work Groups 

 NC Board on Geographic Names – Dr. Tyrel Moore 
The NCBGN requested the SMAC consider the recommendation to approve a pending proposal to name 
an unnamed reservoir in Wake County to Lake Avocet. The NCBGN noted that the request complied with 
USBGN principles and that they unanimously supported the proposal. 
 
Dr. Kenneth Taylor asked what the approximate size of the reservoir is. Cam McNutt responded it is less 
than ten acres. Dr. Taylor asked what precedent this sets. Does it allow for any feature to potentially be 
renamed regardless of size? The SMAC was reminded that geographic features that are proposed to be 
renamed must have valid qualitative justifications. The NCBGN seeks opinions from local and state 
government agencies to establish support for the name-change proposal. John indicated he likes the idea 
of using quantitative measures (in addition to qualitative) to determine if a name change should be 
recommended. 
 
The issue before the SMAC to recommend the name change to Lake Avocet was put to a vote. All present 
voted “yea” with the exception of two “nay” votes from Dr. Taylor and John. Dr. Moore agreed to bring 
the issue of quantitative measures to the USBGN for discussion. 
 

Action Item: Dr. Moore to discuss with the USBGN the principles for feature-naming, including 
possible quantitative ones, and report discussion back to the SMAC. 
 

A communications plan was drafted to formalize how approved name changes will be disseminated to the 
geographic community. As a courtesy Dr. Moore shared the draft plan with the USBGN and received 
positive feedback. As presented to the SMAC, the plan outline is as follows: 
 

1. NCBGN - Submit a written quarterly report to the SMAC and CGIA on all actions by the NCBGN 
and USBGN related to North Carolina features. 

2. CGIA - Maintain a list of feature name changes and maps that displays the changes. This will be 
done for all previous name changes in addition to the ones for the current quarter. 

3. CGIA - Post the list or a link to the list to the NC BGN web page on the GICC website and to a 
location on the NC OneMap website. 

4. CGIA - Include a summary of name changes handled by the NCBGN in an appendix of the GICC 
Annual Report. Communicate process to the standing committees. 

5. CGIA (on behalf of the NCBGN and the SMAC) - If name changes are adopted during the quarter, 
send a quarterly announcement, to the following organizations, list servs or email distribution 
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lists.  The announcement will include a link to the online list and a reminder about the need to 
update datasets to incorporate name changes and a suggestion that the name changes be listed 
in their newsletters. 

a. NC State Government GIS Coordinators    
b. NCGIS list serv 
c. NC Property Mappers Association 
d. Carolina URISA 
e. NC ArcGIS Users Group 
f. NC Chapter American Planning Association 
g. NC Local Government Information Systems Association 
h. State Government GIS Users Committee 
i. Federal Interagency Committee 
j. NC Association of County Commissioners 
k. NC League of Municipalities 

6. CGIA (on behalf of the NCBGN and the SMAC) - For counties that included a name change, send a 
letter that documents the situation to the County Manager and, if a feature is within an 
incorporated city, the City Manager. 

 
Gary Thompson recommended the NC Society of Surveyors be added to the list of alerted organizations in 
item #6. In the same item John indicated he would like the communication be sent to listservs AND email 
distribution lists AS the name change occurs. The name change email/notification will be categorized as 
“Urgent” or “Low Priority” to let those that may need to take action as to the seriousness of the change. A 
quarterly report summarizing name changes will continue to be created. 
 
Given the proposed changes indicated by Gary and John the SMAC unanimously approved the 
communications plan. 

 

 Roads and Transportation – John Farley 
The status of the WGRT was predominantly covered under the LGC report. There was no railroads update 
report. 
 

 Seamless Parcels – Tom Morgan 
After much delay the EPA cadastral exchange node project is fully underway. The committee will need to 
show that substantial progress has been made to EPA by September. Tom indicated this should not be a 
concern. He also said no “do not share data” agreements will be signed with local governments that 
contribute cadastral data to the project. The Attorney General’s office determined that once North 
Carolina takes ownership of the data (any data, even if it is not modified) it must be made available to 
anyone that asks for it. 
 

 Orthophoto Planning – Gary Thompson 
Geocomm is working on transformation software for datum changes. Gary hopes to have the GPS 
standard completed by the end of the year. Work has just started on an oblique imagery standard. The 
committee has just begun collecting information about that would go into it. 

 

 Standards – Tom Morgan 
There has been no recent meeting of the committee. Standards to be addressed next are land cover (Tim 
Muhs may be chair) and address points (several have volunteered to participate but no chair yet). John 
said DOT will have a standard for centerline geocoding in six months, however acknowledging this is 
different than address points. 
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 Stream Mapping – Silvia Terziotti 
The group has met twice since the last SMAC meeting and is still going to the through the MOU process 
for NHD and Watershed Boundary stewardship. The committee has encountered a stalemate in the 
process and may turn its attention to data standards and data models at the next few meetings. 
 

 Metadata – Ryan Draughn 
Reporting for Steve Averett, Ryan said the ISO metadata standard has been delayed until January 2014. 
The committee is in the process of developing a local government metadata profile that has other states 
interested. 

 
Regular Status Updates 

 National Geospatial Programs Office – Silvia Terziotti 
Silvia mentioned the NGPO liaison budget is a concern and that reorganization is progress. 
 

 Geospatial Technology Management – Tom Morgan 
GTM has developed a secure state-run FTP system for local governments to upload their data and retrieve 
it in event of a disaster. Access to the data is only given to those the local governments grant it to. David 
Giordano mentioned this data access policy seems contrasting to the one involving the EPA cadastral 
exchange node project (see Seamless Parcels report, page 3). 
 

 NC OneMap – David Giordano 
The updated NC OneMap Geospatial Portal has been released with new features. New image services 
have also been created. One of these is a service that contains the most recent imagery for any location in 
NC. This is the service recommended for users to incorporate into their desktop or web applications and is 
available as a dynamic or cached service. 
 

 Geospatial Archiving – Rachel Trent 
Transmittal of superseded imagery has been delayed due to financial and storage issues. 
 

 Statewide Orthoimagery Program – Tim Johnson 
Coastal 2012 imagery has been released through NC OneMap. Final reports have been received from the 
contractors. A final report is being prepared for the 911 Board with project closeout targeted for August 
31

st
. 

 
For the Eastern Piedmont 2013 project orthorectification and final imagery development is on schedule. 
VOICE training to facilitate image QA/QC is set for July 23

rd
 and 25

th
. August 12

th
 is targeted as the initial 

QC review of the first counties (Johnson, Sampson, Warren, and Wayne). 
 
Funding for the Northern Piedmont and Mountains 2014 project was approved by the 911 Board on April 
26

th
. Contracts are in the signature stage and project managers are preparing for QBS. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 3:30pm. The last meeting of the calendar year is scheduled for October 30

th
. 


