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Who is here today?
l
l
l

State Administrators?
Coalition staff?
FVPSA staff?

Are you currently working with
or funding work with charged,
incarcerated, and/or reentering
survivors?
There is a lot of expertise in this room!

Burning Questions?
l

What brings you to
this session today?

l

Any questions or
particular issues
you hope we’ll
address?
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NCDBW is a DHHS-funded
Resource Center

National Clearinghouse for the
Defense of Battered Women
l

l

l

l
l

Resource and advocacy center for victims of battering charged
with crimes related to their battering. Through our work, we
aim to increase justice for — and prevent further victimization
of — arrested, convicted, or incarcerated victims of battering.
We assist victims of battering charged with crimes when there
is a direct legal relationship between the abuse and the crime
for which they are charged.
We work with defense attorneys, expert witnesses, advocates,
battered women defendants & women in prison during all
stages of a case: pre-arrest, pre-trial, during trial, appeals,
other post-conviction proceedings, and clemency.
We provide case-specific, specialized TA & training programs.
Part of Battered Women’s Justice Project since 1993.

WHAT WE
KNOW ABOUT
INCARCERATED
PEOPLE IN THE
U.S.
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Incarcerated Women

Trauma histories of
incarcerated people
l

l

l

Our nation’s jails and prisons are filled with
people with histories of trauma (both
experienced and witnessed) as a child, adult,
or both.
In addition to traumatization of incarceration,
many prisoners also experience other abuse
while in jail or prison.
Involvement in the criminal legal system
usually increases vulnerabilities to
revictimization.

People of color and Native people
are significantly overrepresented in
the CJS
Also true for women:
l Black women represent 30% of all incarcerated
women in the U.S, although only 13% of female
population.
l Latina women represent 16% of incarcerated
women, although only 11% of women in the U.S.
l Native American women are incarcerated at
six times the rate of white women.
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WHEN VICTIMS
OF BATTERING
OR SEXUAL
ASSAULT ARE
CHARGED WITH
CRIMES

Who is a victim?
When someone is arrested, are they no
longer a victim?
l In our experience…
l

l

l

When a person gets arrested, they are often no
longer seen as a “victim,” particularly women of
color & LGBTQ people;
Stereotypes about “who can be battered” and
“who is battered” (and who is not) often get in
the way of identifying victim-defendants (victims
of battering charged with crimes) & interfere with
people’s willingness to assist them.

Who is a victim?
Advocates’ language
Victim/Survivor: A person
who experiences a pattern
of power & control by
another
§ Abuser/Batterer: A
person who establishes a
pattern of power and control
over another
§

Language from Connie Burk, Northwest Network of Bi,
Trans, Lesbian & Gay Survivors of Abuse.

Criminal Legal System
Language
Victim: A person against
whom a crime has allegedly
been committed
§

Perpetrator/Offender: A
person who has been
accused or convicted of
committing a crime
§

What happens when the victim becomes the “perpetrator” and
the abuser/batterer becomes the victim?
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Funding Issues/Questions
l

l

Ongoing barrier: Belief that funders preclude
us from doing work with charged,
incarcerated and reentering victims.
Until rule change (2016) VOCA funds could
not be used for:
Perpetrator Rehabilitation and Counseling.
Subrecipients cannot knowingly use VOCA funds to
offer rehabilitative services to offenders. Likewise,
VOCA funds cannot support services to incarcerated
individuals, even when the service pertains to the
victimization of that individual.

VOCA Final Rule
28 CFR Part 94 (August 2016)
l

l

OVC removes the prohibition on providing
services to incarcerated victims (e.g., victims
of sexual assault in prison) … States are no
longer prohibited from allowing VOCA-funded
organizations to assist incarcerated victims.
…[T]he prohibition unnecessarily prevents
States and communities from fully leveraging
all available resources to provide services to
these victims, who have been shown to have
a great need for such services.

OVW
l

l

l

STOP funds cannot be used to fund any criminal
defense work, including defending women who
assault, kill, or otherwise injure their abusers.
But STOP funds can be used to provide
services to incarcerated victims of DV, dating
violence, SA, or stalking
Is now a specific purpose area for “developing,
enlarging, or strengthening programs addressing
sexual assault against men, women, and youth
in correctional or detention settings.”
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FVPSA Rule (2016)
l

l

Underserved populations means
populations who face barriers in accessing
and using victim services.
Is revised to include individuals with criminal
histories due to victimization (pages 76457 &
76472)

VOCA-funded project
l

l

National Resource Center on Reaching
Underserved Crime Victims
Funded Vera in FY2016 to establish the
Resource Center to expands the field's
capacity to provide culturally and linguistically
specific, trauma-informed, and accessible
victim services to underserved victims in 8
areas including formerly incarcerated
individuals.

Examples

Iowa

Vermont
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“We

understand that
we need to do something …
but what should we do?”
Creating just and effective
responses to charged,
incarcerated and reentering
victims of battering
22

23

For more information
National Clearinghouse for the Defense of Battered Women
125 S. 9th Street, Suite 302
Philadelphia, PA 19107
T: 800/903-0111 x 3 or 215/351-0010
F: 215/351-0779 | www.ncdbw.org
We accept collect calls from women in prison
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