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NORTH CAROLINA DOMESTIC VIOLENCE COMMISSION BOARD MEETING 

Friday, February 9, 2018: 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

Department of Environmental Quality, Large Conference Room 1210 

217 West Jones Street, Raleigh, North Carolina 

Board Members Present: Christy Agner, April Burgess-Johnson, David Byrd, Cathy Cloninger, Jacqueline Dienemann, 

Saira Estrada, Angela Harris, Casandra Hoekstra, Cheryl Howell, Holly Jones, Rudy Locklear, Dana Mangum, Hans 

Miller, Rekha Parikh, Nathaniel Parker, Michael Phillips, Dare Spicer, Cathy Stevens, Pamela Thompson, Dean Tolson, 

and Robert Wilkins 

Special Guests Present: Brenda Dixon (for Jessica Middlebrook); Michael Lewis, Outer Banks Hotline; Lori McClain, 

NC Commission on Indian Affairs; Ann Newman; and the Honorable Ashleigh Parker Dunston 

Staff Members Present:  Kathleen Balogh, Ashley Bass-Mitchell, Philisa Fowler, Chloe Goodwin(Intern), Elyse 

Hamilton-Childres; Danielle Leon, Alisa Milliken, Carmin Roldan, Alexandra Terrell(Intern), Bernetta Thigpen, Joel 

Tinker(Intern), Mary Williams-Stover and Kiricka Yarbough Smith 

I. Welcome: Nathaniel Parker, Chairman – gave welcome and introductions of commission members and CFWYI staff 

present.  He reminded members of their ethics duty and asked if there were any conflicts.  No conflicts reported.   

Call to Order: The State Government Ethics Act mandates that at the beginning of any meeting the Chair remind all the 

members of their duty to avoid any conflicts of interest and inquire as to whether any member knows of any conflict of 

interest or potential conflict with respect to matters to come before commission. If any member knows of a conflict of 

interest or potential conflict, please state so at this time. 

II. Approval of Minutes – October 20, 2017 Meeting 

Robert Wilkins made motion to approve, 2nd by Pamela Thompson.  Minutes approved.  

III. Chairman’s Report - Nathaniel Parker, Chair 

• Nathaniel Parker spoke about his appointment to the commission in 2015 and introduced Mary Williams-Stover 

who gave a background presentation (attached) on developing the action plan on “Increasing Access to DV/SA 

services for all North Carolinians.   

• Mary also informed commissioners that housing was identified as the top need by service providers.  Other areas 

of need were transportation, mental health, affordable legal services, child advocacy centers, interpreters and jobs. 

IV. Domestic Violence Commission Goals 2018-2020 – Nathaniel Parker, Chair 

• Nathaniel indicated that the overarching goal is to implement a 3-year action plan with the DV Commission to 

ensure access to domestic violence/sexual assault victim services in NC.  He thanked the CFWYI staff for 

collecting the data, Secretary Sanders for requesting the strategy and announced the DVC will begin to address 

these goals in 2018. 

• New committees will focus on solutions to address three of the top services to which DV/SA victims/survivors 

do not have adequate access to.  These committees are: Victim Services/Engagement, Access to Health Services, 

and Access to Transportation.  DV Commission will continue the Batterer Intervention Program Committee and 

the Legislative Committee. 

• The committees will focus on the assigned goals and identify actions for 2018.  They will hold themselves 

accountable. Parker asked members to remain open to new ideas and to meet outside the quarterly Commission 

meetings, and report on the work done outside.  He asked that they leverage their resources and invite others 

outside of sub-committees to assist. 

• Parker introduced each committee’s co-chairs and staff liaison, and a description of each committee’s focus: 
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o Victim Services/Engagement Committee – Pamela Thompson/ Cathy Cloninger (Co-Chairs); Elyse 

Hamilton/Kiricka Yarbough-Smith (Staff Liaison) 

o Access to Health Services Committee – April Burgess-Johnson/Paris Penny (Co-Chairs); Bernetta 

Thigpen (Staff Liaison) 

o Access to Transportation Services – Casandra Hoekstra (Co-Chair); Philisa Fowler (Staff Liaison) 

o Legislative Committee – Dana Mangum/Dare Spicer (Co-Chairs); Mary Williams-Stover/Maria Riemann 

(Staff Liaisons) 

o Batterer Intervention Program Committee – Mike Silver/Robert Wilkins (Co-Chairs); Kathleen 

Balogh (Staff Liaison) 

• Nathaniel instructed the co-chairs to use the commission members bio’s (included in packets) to find members 

that would best fit on each sub-committee. Members were to participate in committee discussions during the 

working lunch. Mr. Parker also asked members to update their bios. 

• Commissioners were advised that it is up to the sub-committee on how to address the goals, and to use any 

resources available.  CFWYI has information that will be made available to the sub-committees.  Parker asked 

the sub-committees to think big, but take some direction from staff. Commissioners were instructed to stay 

within the defined committee goal and outcomes when working within the committees. 

• ACTION ITEM – Commissioners requested the Access to Services PowerPoint – Mary Williams-Stover will 

provide. 

V. Presentation – Services to Underserved Communities in NC – Expanding Rural Strategies for Latinx –  

Saira Estrada, Latinx Services Specialist - North Carolina Coalition Against Domestic Violence 

Dana Mangum, Executive Director – North Carolina Coalition Against Domestic Violence 

 

• The Latinx Services Program launched in 2016 to increase services for Latinx communities. 

• Currently working with three pilot sites – Dare, Orange and Pitt Counties 

• The program’s goal is to expand in rural communities, where there are language and service barriers. 

• Through a study with UNC Chapel Hill, specific gaps in service were identified – counties are not keeping up 

with growth. 

• Some strategies are: 

o Establish cooperative effort to fill the gaps 

o Need better practices – to see it as a community problem 

o Use a center approach 

o Create a Community Response Team (coordinated) – to work with culturally specific agency. 

• Trainings to offer: 

o Community Assessments 

o Listening Sessions with Survivors 

o Best Practices – Building Partnerships 

o Provide Equitable Service Deliverables 

o Language Access 

o Immigrants Legal Rights 

o Identify/Prevent Racial Bias 

o DV/Dating Violence – how it intercepts with Human Trafficking 

• Michael Lewis, with Outer Banks Hotline in Dare County, one of the program’s pilot locations, indicated that the 

pilot program provides that human to human interaction for Latinx, as it relates to equitable services. 

• NCCADV has submitted a grant proposal to Governor’s Crime Commission for $750,000 for a 3-year program 

that will target rural communities in NC.  This program will help hire advocates for local outreach. 

• NCCADV currently has a program working to provide one on one training – Know Your Rights, and Human 

Trafficking.  Services areas include the following counties:  Lincoln, Henderson, Ashe, Dare and Lee. 
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VI.  Working Lunch/Committee Breakouts – Members broke out into small groups with assigned Co-Chairs and Staff 

to identify meeting time-table, potential partners and prospective members to recruit for sub-committees. 

 

VII. Executive Director’s Report – Mary Williams-Stover presented on the following program updates:  

• Reporting on DV Grants:  In accordance with G.S. 50B-9, Section 31.2 Department of Administration is now 

required to report on the distributions of grants from the Domestic Violence Center Fund to approved domestic 

violence grant recipients. There are 105 domestic violence grantees and 100 sexual assault grantees receiving state 

funds administered by NC CFW. The 2nd quarterly disbursement occurred in December and we anticipate 

providing the 3rd quarter disbursement by March 1st.  Mary and Katie Stanly, DOA’s Legislative Liaison, reported 

to the General Government Operations Committee in December and received a favorable response.  

• CFW staff are continuing to provide information to the Department of Information Technology to support 

development of a report on a possible electronic grants management system. She will keep the DV Commission 

informed of the final report due this Spring to the NC General Assembly. 

• CFW/YI has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the NC Human Trafficking Commission to 

ensure continued collaboration on Anti-Trafficking Initiatives. NCCFW is currently implementing two initiatives 

to increase support and outreach statewide. 

• Human Trafficking training workshops are being sponsored by the NC Human Trafficking Commission. We will 

share the dates and locations with the DV Commission. 

• March is Women’s History Month – our staff are working in partnership with the NC Council for Women Board 

and the Governor’s Office to plan recognition programming on March 28, 2018. The program will include a pre-

release of the NC Status of Women Report on Employment and Earnings Data,  

• Youth Involvement programs are continuing as part of the Council for Women and Youth Involvement: State 

Youth Council hosted a successful conference on February 9-11 in Concord, NC. The 2018 Spring Youth Council 

Convention planning is underway for Rocky Mount in May 2018.  

Discussion: 

• Commissioner Holly Jones inquired why funded agencies must be on a reimbursement system? 

 She was advised that FVPSA program grantees are reimbursed monthly by NCCFW; once we receive cost 

expenditure reports with supporting documentation Additionally, State appropriated funding administered by 

NCCFW to domestic violence and sexual assault grantees are issued on a quarterly basis, per general statue, and 

are not reimbursed.   

• Michael Lewis commended NCCFW on timely FVPSA payments to grantees. 

 

VIII. Committee Reports: Focus for 2018-2019 

• Batterer Intervention Committee –  Kathleen Balogh gave update 

o Expecting 3 new applications – due 2/20/18 

o Renewal applications are also due 

• Legislative Committee – Dana Mangum gave update 

o Issues discussed include: negative impact on 1 year wait for a divorce in NC 

o What happens when offenders break order, should it be a misdemeanor 

o No contact DVPO’s – Cheryl will keep eye on this issue 

o 50B – needs some changes – we need to address. 

o Currently counties must petition individually for DV Fatality Task Force. 

o Access to Legal Services – funding has been cut.   

o Legislative from BIP – Robert Wilkins comments 
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o Some things judges are facing – in the past year, 33,000 DV orders.  One in ten orders indicate that 

person attended BIP.  There is a need to educate judges on BIP.  The Judges Summer Conference was a 

recommended as a perfect place for BIP Committee/Staff to conduct an education workshop. June 17 – 20 

o Magistrates Conference – scheduled for March 5-8 in Pinehurst, NC. Locklear gave invite for 

participation/ for staff to join. 

o Rudy Locklear gave update on Summons vs Warrant – passed.  There is a list of prequalifiers. 

• New Sub-Committees – Parker asked if assistance was needed with the new sub-committees, after meetings 

during a working lunch. 

o Casandra Hoekstra – soliciting participation on the Transportation Committee – recruited Rudy Locklear 

and Dean Tolson. 

o Angela Harris – solicited more participation with Health Services Committee.  All sub-committees will 

use the member bios to reach out to other members. 

IX. New Business/Old Business  

• Mary Williams-Stover gave announced new travel policies for Commission Members. 

X. Adjournment – Nathaniel Parker adjourned the meeting. 

NEXT MEETING: May 18, 2018 / 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

Submitted by:  Alisa Milliken, NC Council for Women & Youth Involvement 

 


