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State Opens RETOOLNC Grant Program for Second Round of Funding to Support HUBs 

Impacted by COVID-19  

North Carolina certified HUBs have until December 16th to apply 

  
  

RALEIGH, N.C. – The North Carolina Department of Administration’s Office for Historically Underutilized 
Businesses (HUB) will today open the application portal for the RETOOLNC Grant Program for a second 
round of funding for certified historically underutilized businesses (HUB) and disadvantaged business 
enterprise (DBE) firms impacted by COVID-19. Eligible North Carolina HUBs and DBEs that missed the 
initial round of funding through the RETOOLNC Grant Program will have the opportunity to apply for aid 
beginning today through December 16th. 
  
“Since its initial launch in October, the RETOOLNC Program has been instrumental in granting more 
than $10 million in funding to assist in the economic recovery of state certified minority and women-
owned businesses,” said NC Department of Administration Secretary Machelle Sanders. “The second 
round of funding will continue to support our efforts to provide aid to communities disproportionately 
impacted by COVID-19.” 
  
The North Carolina Small Business Impact Grant Program, RETOOLNC, is an initiative created under 
Governor Roy Cooper’s Executive Order No. 143, which addresses measures and supports efforts to aid 
communities of color disproportionately impacted by the pandemic. 
  
In addition to funding, the HUB Office – in partnership with the Carolina Small Business Development 
Fund (CSBDF) and the North Carolina Institute for Minority Economic Development (the Institute) – will 
offer guidance on business development to HUBs and DBEs statewide through the RETOOLNC 
program. To be eligible, North Carolina certified HUBs and DBEs must meet the following criteria. 
  

Eligible Businesses must: 

• Have been operating for one year 

• Be certified with NCHUB or NCDOT DBE 

https://governor.nc.gov/news/governor-cooper-signs-executive-order-address-disproportionate-impact-%EF%BB%BF-covid-19-communities


 

• Be an independent business located within North Carolina 

• Be a business with up to 50 employees or less (including but not limited to, sole proprietorships, 
home based businesses, and independent contractors) 

• Not have annual revenues exceeding $1,500,000 

• Not be delinquent on North Carolina State income taxes 

• Not have any active bankruptcies or tax liens 

  

To learn more about the RETOOLNC initiative, visit the NC HUB Office website for details.  
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
  
About NC DOA 
Established in 1957, the North Carolina Department of Administration acts as the business manager for 
North Carolina state government. Under the leadership of Secretary Machelle Sanders since appointed 
by Governor Roy Cooper in 2017, the department oversees Government Operations and advocacy 
programs. The department's advocacy programs provide advocacy, assistance, and services to diverse 
segments of the state's population that have been traditionally underserved. 
  
About HUB 
Housed within the North Carolina Department of Administration, the Office for Historically Underutilized 
Businesses (HUB) serves to promote the economic opportunities for historically underutilized businesses 
in State Government contracting and procurement that will foster their growth and profitability. HUB was 
established on April 20, 1999 through the signing of Executive Order 150. 
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