
Information Technology

Form 2290 and 

Excise Tax 

Compliance



TOPICS

2017  Motor Carrier Seminar - Form 22902

• Form 2290 Overview

• Timely Filing of Annual Form 2290

• Timely Filing of Partial-Period Forms 2290

• Recordkeeping Requirements

• Trucking Tax Center 

• Other Trucking Industry Resources



Form 2290 Overview
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A federal excise tax is imposed on the use of any 

highway motor vehicle which has a taxable gross weight 

of at least 55,000 pounds at the rate specified in Internal 

Revenue Code section 4481.

This tax, referred to as the Heavy Highway Vehicle Use 

Tax, is reported to the IRS on Form 2290.
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Form 2290 Overview (continued) 
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Form 2290 is used to figure and pay tax due on:

• Vehicles with a taxable gross weight of 55,000 pounds 

or more. 

• Vehicles that were previously suspended but later 

exceeded the mileage limit.

• Vehicles if the taxable gross weight increases. 

• Used vehicles acquired and used during the period.
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Timely Filing of Annual Form 2290
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• Form 2290 for annual filing is a pre-paid tax due for the 

tax year beginning July 1 of each year. The tax year is for 

July 1, 20XX through June 30, 20XX.

• Filing is for taxable vehicles in service in July of the 

current year.

• The filing deadline for the annual Form 2290 is August 

31.

• Your filing deadline for Form 2290 is not tied to your 

vehicle registration date. 



Timely Filing of Partial-Period Forms 
2290
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Reasons for Filing Partial Period Returns

• Taxable vehicle is placed in service in any month other 

than July.

• Taxable gross weight of a vehicle increases.

• Suspended vehicle exceeds the mileage use limit 

during the tax period.



Timely Filing of Partial-Period Forms 
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Partial-Period Tax Table

• Table is used to determine 

tax for vehicles first used after 

July of the tax period
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Recordkeeping Requirements 
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Records for each vehicle should show all of the following 

information:

• A detailed description of the vehicle, including the VIN.

• Date you acquired the vehicle and the name and address 

of the person from whom you acquired it.

• Date vehicle was placed in service.

• Load tickets during use of vehicle.

• If tax is suspended for a vehicle, record of actual highway 

mileage.

• Date vehicle was sold or transferred, along with name and 

address of purchaser.

• If vehicle not sold (stolen, destroyed, etc.), record of how 

and when disposed of.



Recordkeeping Requirements (cont.)
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Keep these records for at least 3 years after the date the tax 

is due or paid, whichever is later:

• Copies of all returns and schedules.

• Records of mileage for tax suspended vehicles.

• Records of vehicles registered in your name for only a 

portion of a period.



Trucking Tax Center
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Access The Trucking Tax Center at:  www.irs.gov/trucker

Detailed information and links at this site include:

• Important Form 2290 Reminders

• Links to Form 2290 and Form 2290 Instructions

• Computation of Tax Information

• Link to Form SS-4 (for EIN)

• Link to E-File Providers 

• Link for Electronic Payment Information

• Instructions to obtain Schedule 1 Copies for Filed 

Returns

• Information on changes in vehicle status, credits and 

refunds

http://www.irs.gov/trucker


Other Trucking Industry Resources
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• Form 2290 Call Site

Monday – Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Eastern Time

866-699-4096 (toll free within the US)

The following resources may be accessed at www.irs.gov

• Publication 510, Excise Taxes (Including Fuel Tax 

Credits and Refunds)

• Publication 4900, E-File and E-Pay Your Heavy Highway 

Vehicle Use Tax

• Publication 4941, No Dyed Fuel in Highway Vehicles

• Notice 1374 (1-2008) Imported Heavy Vehicle Notice

http://www.irs.gov/


Other Trucking Industry Resources
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Terri Fleming

Excise Tax Revenue Agent

Internal Revenue Service

Phone:  (336) 659-2762


