
Joint Field Office

Raleigh, NC
[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.jpg]NORTH CAROLINA
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT






News Release
Note to editors: A county breakdown follows this news release.

TORNADO SURVIVORS GET NEARLY $9 MILLION IN DISASTER ASSISTANCE

RALEIGH, N.C. – Federal and state disaster assistance grants and loans add up to nearly $9 million 
a month after severe storms and tornadoes struck North Carolina.

This week, Tyrrell County was added to President Obama’s disaster declaration which means people in 19 counties can apply for federal assistance for damage and loss resulting from the April 16 severe storms, tornadoes and flooding.

N.C. Emergency Management and Federal Emergency Management Agency staff continue to work in partnership to help affected communities recover.

Through Thursday, May 12, 2011:

· $3.7 million has been approved from FEMA’s Individuals and Households Program for temporary housing and home repairs.

· $1.4 million has been approved in Other Needs Assistance, a joint state-federal program 
that helps replace personal property and pay medical, dental, transportation and other 
serious disaster-related needs not covered by insurance or other federal, state and charitable 
aid programs.

· $3.8 million has been approved by the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) for 
low-interest disaster loans to homeowners, renters and businesses.

“We continue to work together to reach everyone who may be eligible for disaster assistance,” said Doug Hoell, N.C. Director of Emergency Management. 

FEMA community relations specialists are in neighborhoods visiting affected residents and businesses, recovery specialists at Disaster Recovery Centers are providing in-person assistance, and hundreds of volunteers from dozens of organizations are helping with emergency repairs, food, clothing, furniture and more for North Carolinians. 

Other figures from the recovery:

· 2 families are now living temporarily in FEMA mobile homes while they repair or rebuild. 
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· 8,000 people have registered with FEMA for state and federal disaster assistance.
· Nearly 5,000 damaged homes have been inspected by FEMA.

· More than 3,700 residents have visited disaster recovery centers operated jointly by FEMA and North Carolina Emergency Management, with support from SBA.

· More than 1,800 visitors to Disaster Recovery Centers and 3,180 people in home improvement stores, plus more than 2,400 attendees at community special events have spoken with FEMA Mitigation specialists about how to rebuild safer and stronger. Mitigation specialists have also met with 129 insurance agents.

· State and FEMA Community Relations specialists who continue to go door-to-door providing information in English and Spanish to people affected by the tornadoes have visited almost 13,650 homes and talked to almost 12,850 people. They have also provided information to 
2,390 businesses, 268 community organizations and 918 faith-based organizations.

· More than 4,200 SBA disaster loan application packages have been mailed to homeowners and renters as well as businesses and nonprofit organizations of all sizes.

“If you register with FEMA and get an SBA loan packet in the mail, be sure to complete the 
application and return it to the SBA – if you don’t, all assistance stops,” said Federal Coordinating Officer Michael Bolch. 

Individuals can register for disaster assistance with FEMA by going online to www.DisasterAssistance.gov  or by calling 800-621-FEMA (3362) or (TTY) 800-462-7585. 
President Obama issued a Major Disaster Declaration on April 19 that made federal aid available to supplement state and local recovery efforts in the area struck by severe storms, tornadoes and flooding on April 16. 

The North Carolina counties under the disaster declaration are Bertie, Bladen, Craven, Cumberland, Currituck, Greene, Halifax, Harnett, Hertford, Hoke, Johnston, Lee, Onslow, Pitt, Robeson, Sampson, Tyrrell, Wake and Wilson.

For more information about this disaster, go to www.nccrimecontrol.org and click on the red “April Tornadoes” tab. More information is also available at www.fema.gov.

FEMA’s mission is to support our citizens and first responders to ensure that as a nation we work together to build, sustain, and improve our capability to prepare for, protect against, respond to, recover from, and mitigate all hazards.

FEMA’s temporary housing assistance and grants for public transportation expenses, medical and dental expenses, and funeral and burial expenses do not require individuals to apply for an SBA loan. However, applicants who receive SBA loan applications must submit them to SBA loan officers to be eligible for assistance that covers personal property, vehicle repair or replacement, and moving and storage expenses.
###

All figures are through close of business May 12, 2011
	County
	Registrations
	Grants in $

for housing 

and other needs

	Bertie 
	189
	570,074

	Bladen
	418
	       106,437

	Craven
	48
	         21,329

	Cumberland
	1,471
	       639,301

	Currituck
	12
	          6,856

	Greene
	202
	        90,744

	Halifax
	264
	        62,802

	Harnett
	306
	       319,853

	Hertford
	54
	         67,089

	Hoke
	70
	          5,199

	Johnston
	412
	       768,092

	Lee
	470
	       490,980

	Onslow
	262
	       295,860

	Pitt
	137
	        42,200

	Robeson
	1,274
	       369,100

	Sampson
	273
	        95,551

	Tyrrell
	4
	         8,089

	Wake
	1,962
	      1,116,529

	Wilson
	140
	        23,818

	Total
	7,968

 =SUM(ABOVE) 
	$5,099,903


###



North Carolina Department of


Crime Control & Public Safety








May 13, 2011


NC-1969 - NR-041


FEMA Media Contact:  919-779-8371


State Media Contact:     919-715-3747












