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PARTNERS

The North Carolina Partnership for Children (NCPC) hosted 

five regional faith summits across the state in September and 

October 2013 for religious leaders with and without child 

care programs. Four of these were funded by the Race to the 

Top - Early Learning Challenge grant and one by the NC Early 

Childhood Foundation (NCECF). The summits provided an 

overview of early childhood brain development, examples of 

high quality care and its importance, faith leaders speaking 

to their commitment to quality programs, and an overview of 

North Carolina’s Star Rated License system and the advantages 

of participation. Faith and child care leaders were involved 

in the planning. Over 500 people attended and 30 percent 

responded to requests for further action.

Parents often reconnect to their faith and turn to their religious 

community for support and guidance when raising their young 

children. As such, it is an opportunity for religious leaders to have 

a powerful impact on the future of their youngest congregants.

The Faith-Based Engagement Project engaged a broad base 

of support from the faith community, and all the children and 

families that are touched by the community. It helped to bring 

attention to the need to provide high quality child care in 

programs, even if they are not currently participating in North 

Carolina’s Star Rated License. It also brought a broad community 

together to learn about the First 2,000 Days Initiative, a campaign 

of the North Carolina Early Childhood Foundation.

Faith leaders have a voice that few others possess. Whether it’s in a weekly sermon, a counseling 
session, or as a community leader, members of the clergy are sought out for guidance and spiritual 
wisdom. Imagine the impact that voice could have to ensure that all children have the early 
experiences they need to thrive!
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What did we learn?
Participants were so moved that at least seven other counties held local faith summits and funded the 
events with local funds to engage additional audiences. A Faith Summit Guide for local faith leaders 
was created by our partners at the North Carolina Early Childhood Foundation.

Early care and education programs in faith-based settings may be willing to improve quality, but still 
may not want to participate in North Carolina’s Star Rated License due to requirements of paperwork 
and teacher training. Faith-based programs are not required to participate in North Carolina’s Star 
Rated License. Participants in the faith summits wished for more information about how to address child 
development issues outside of child care programs, including how to work with parents on these issues.

If you are interested in holding a faith summit in your community, learn more from the Faith Summit 
Guide (http://buildthefoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Faith-Summit-Report.pdf)

Learn more about the Faith-Based Engagement Project at earlylearningchallenge.nc.gov and about 
the First 2,000 Days Initiative at www.buildthefoundation.org.

Brains are built, not born. Children’s earliest experiences determine whether brains are wired to 
provide a strong or weak foundation for all future learning, behavior, and health. Because brains 
are built from the bottom up, much like a house, the first eight years set the foundation strong 
families and high quality early child development experiences during this critical period.  
   - The Science of Early Childhood Development, Center for the Developing Child at Harvard University

“For many children, 
their first connection 
to the community 
beyond their immediate 
family is their church, 
synagogue or mosque.”

Nancy Brown, Board Chair of 
the North Carolina Partnership 
for Children
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