




4/15/22, 12:51 PM lnbox (1,199) - venus.smith3587@gmail.com - Gmail 

To whom it may concern, 

I read disturbing news yesterday. The NC wildlife commission plans to reopen black bear hunting. I 
urgently feel the need to write this to inform you that I and so many others are adamantly against this. Plain 
and simple, as if the world isn't in enough of a delicate fragile state.the bloody carnage of these beautiful 
creatures is going to be allowed? These bears need to stay protected. That's why they are in a "sanctuary". 
Bears will not overpopulate, They will deliberately not breed when they know their habitat space may be 
encroached with too many numbers, so overpopulation cannot be your reasoning. They are primarily 
vegetarian and are naturally fearful of humans and avoid them. They are Majesties of nature and should be 
respected, admired and revered, not taxidermied and placed in some "trophy hunters" home. And 
speaking of "trophy hunters", where is the actual skill and sport when all they do is get their hunting dogs to 
catch whiff of their scent and chase those poor creatures up a tree, then they just walk up and SHOOT 
THEM DOWN ! I have heard North Carolina being called wGod's Country" ever since I moved here from 
Florida 27 years ago, and indeed it isl North Carolina is incredibly rich and diverse in beauty and splendor! 
From the purple mountains majesties, to the pristine beaches on the east coast, our state offers so much to 
travelers. They come here to get away from the noise and confusion of their "concrete jungle" lifestyle, to get 
a sense of peace and tranquility from our natural wonders. They come here hopefully to catch a glimpse of a 
bear.wandering through the forest or resting high up in a tree with their cubs, They WANT to see the bears 
just doing their thing out in their natural world. So I say, let's keep giving it to them! Let's keep these amazing 
creatures safe and protected , and in turn they will greatly continue to help North Carolina's 
economy flourish, because that's what North Carolina is, a tourist state. But more importantly than helping us 
in attracting tourists, these bears are part of a rich and diverse circle in which we all are a part of. We are 
ALL connected in this great circle of life and are interdependent, in some way.shape or form.upon each 
other. Everything exists in balance and if the homeostasis of that balance is severed.we all suffer! Meaning 
that if these bears are no longer protected and are allowed to be destroyed by humans, eventually the 
species gets critically endangered or even worse extinct, and that detrimentally affects the planet as a 
WHOLE. The problem with humans is that they think they are exempt from this, but we are not. Any species 
that exempts itself from the "natural laws" ends up destroying the diverse community in order to support its 
own expansion. That's what I see happening in the world today. Modern humans view themselves as Lord's 
of the earth, and feel the need to take control of and "conquer" other species, (these bears for instance), and 
so they live in a constant state of unbalance and discord and anything they do is never "enough" because 
they are not at peace.but the native cultures of the world (native indian,aboriginals,alaskan eskimos, to name 
a few) don't live like that. They live in reference and respect for the earth and only take what they 
need.giving thanks and praise to our Creator for what they DO take.They live in peace, balance and 
harmony. God gave humans dominion over all creatures to care for them and to protect them, and this planet 
that we ALL share, not to divide and conquer! This opening up of bear hunting is one of the worst ideas, in 
the long.sad history of bad ideas. Please, I implore you to reconsider this, for All our sakes. Thank you for 
your time and attention regarding this matter. 

Sincerely, 
Mary Johnson 

venus.smith3587@gmail.com



Michael S. Levine, MD 

Highlands, N.C.  

April 13, 2022 

NC Rules Review Commission 
1711 New Hope Church Rd 
Raleigh, NC 27609 

Re: Rule #15A NCAC 10D.0106 Bear Sanctuaries 

Members of the Committee, 

The rule is ambiguous and does not stipulate the number of permits 
that may be issued in each area and the limits. 

Is it necessary? There is very little public support. There have 
been very few human bear conflicts in these sanctuaries. With bear 
proof lockers there will be still less if any. 

I am a frequent hiker in Panther town and have never seen a bear 
and very rarely have I seen any scat on the trails. The complaint 
by the commission claims the presence of too many bears however 

at the recent meeting (April 5
th 

in Murphy, NC) they admitted that 
they have not reached the geologic carrying capacity in any of the 
sanctuaries. The Commission voted unanimously to open up more 
places to hunt bears but the hunters and hikers disagree. They want 
to protect the sanctuaries so numbers increase and can be hunted 
elsewhere outside of the sanctuary. 





Diane T. Levine, Bear Wise Committee 

April 13 2022 

NC Rules Review Commission 

1711 New Hope Church Rd 

Raleigh, NC 27609 

Re: Rule# 15A NCAC l0D.01106 Bear Sanctuaries 

Members of the Committee, 

This rule is NOT what the people want. 86% voted against this 

proposal yet ALL the Commissions voted in favor. How does that 

happen? 

Your data is based on old 2006 information. 

Not one bear management area has ever been turned back to a 

bear sanctuary even though you say they can. 

The bear hunter along with hikers, fishermen, photographers 

DON'T want this. 

You are going to have hungry hunting dogs running free when 

your kiosk say all dogs must be leashed. 

You are going to have shooting guns in the forest with families 

enjoying the solitude of the forest. What makes you think there 

will be no accidents? 





Burgos, Alexander N 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

McGhee, Dana 

Monday, April 18, 2022 2:36 PM 

Burgos, Alexander N 

FW: [External] Bear Sanctuaries 

From: Mary Shabbott <mshabbott@sbcglobal.net> 

Sent: Friday, April 8, 2022 5:39 PM 

To: McGhee, Dana <dana.McGhee@oah.nc.gov> 

Subject: [External] Bear Sanctuaries 

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you verify. Send all suspicious email as an attachment to 

Report Spam. 

Mary Shabbott 
 

04-08-2022

N.C. Rules Review Commission
1711 New Hope Church Rd.
Raleigh, NC 27609

Re: [15A NCAC 1 OD .0106] Bear Sanctuaries 

Members of the Commission: 

I request that the above rule(s) be reviewed in the upcoming legislative session as set out 
in N.C.G.S. 1508-21.3. I further request that the rule(s) be subject to a delayed effective 
date as set out in that same provision. 

The North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission's recently adopted rule that allows 
bear hunting and hunting with dogs in the Pisgah, Panthertown-Bonas Defeat, and 
Standing Indian Bear Sanctuaries along with a change in the term "designated bear 
sanctuaries to "designated bear management areas" is not clear and unambiguous for the 
following reasons; 

1. The NCWRC's basis for the rule was that the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) requested 
that they open up the sanctuaries to hunting due to increased bear-human conflicts. It is 
important to note that there is no scientific evidence to support claims that hunting reduces
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Burgos, Alexander N

From: Rules, Oah
Sent: Tuesday, April 19, 2022 8:44 AM
To: Burgos, Alexander N
Subject: FW: [External] Rule #15A NCAC 10D.0106 Bear Sanctuaries

From: Carlton Cole <carlton842@aol.com>  
Sent: Monday, April 18, 2022 4:51 PM 
To: Rules, Oah <oah.rules@oah.nc.gov> 
Subject: [External] Rule #15A NCAC 10D.0106 Bear Sanctuaries 

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you verify. Send all suspicious email as an attachment to 
Report Spam. 

The rule is ambiguous and does not stipulate the number of permits that may be 
issued in each area and the limits.  

Is it necessary? There is little public support. There have been few human / bear 
conflicts in these sanctuaries. With bear proof lockers there will be less, if any.  

I am a frequent hiker in Panthertown and have never seen a bear. The complaint by the 
commission claims the presence of too many bears; however, at the April 5th meeting 
in Murphy, it was admitted that geologic carrying capacity has not been reached in 
any of the sanctuaries. The Commission voted to open up more places to hunt bears, 
but hunters and hikers disagree. They want to protect the sanctuaries so the number of 
bears may increase and can be hunted elsewhere, outside the sanctuaries.  

As a hiker, photographer, and volunteer, I would be less likely to use these sanctuaries 
and surrounding facilities once there are hunters and hunting dogs crossing my path. I 
think permitting hunting would have an adverse economic impact.  

I hope you will reconsider and rule against opening the sanctuaries for bear hunting. 
As I understand it, the decision was made based on 2006 information, not current 
information.  

Yours sincerely,  

Carlton W. Cole 
Highlands NC 





















Burgos, Alexander N 

From: Rules, Oah 

Sent: 

To: 

Monday, April 18, 2022 1:46 PM 

Burgos, Alexander N 

Subject: FW: [External] Bear Hunting in Panthertown and Standing Indian 

From: James Riddle <riddle4iu@gmail.com> 

Sent: Saturday, April 16, 2022 11:38 AM 

To: Rules, Oah <oah.rules@oah.nc.gov> 

Subject: [External] Bear Hunting in Panthertown and Standing Indian 

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you verify. Send all suspicious email as an attachment to 

Report Spam. 

Please, please reconsider your decision regarding allowing bear hunting in Panthertown and Standing Indian. We along 

with hundreds if not thousands hike in those area regularly. Not only is bear hunting dangerous to us, we do not want 

more hunting of these animals especially in these sanctuaries we value so much. I find it difficult to understand why you 

want to against the obvious wishea of the very who utilize the areas. 

Thank you. 

James Riddle, Full Time Resident 

Email correspondence to and from this address may be subJect to the North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed lo third parties by an authorized 
state official. 
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Burgos, Alexander N

From: Rules, Oah 
Sent: 

To: 

Monday, April 18, 2022 1 :46 PM 

Burgos, Alexander N 
Subject: FW: [External] Protest Panthertown Hunting 

From: Lila Howland <lilahowlan@aol.com> 

Sent: Saturday, April 16, 2022 10:00 AM 

To: Rules, Oah <oah.rules@oah.nc.gov> 

Subject: [External] Protest Panthertown Hunting 

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you verify. Send all suspicious email as an attachment to 

Report Spam. 

NC Rules Review Commission: 

Panthertown is a beloved sanctuary for humans and animals. Hunting of any sort should not be 

allowed. Hikers who frequent the trails report no bear siting and rare bear scat. The finding 

by the commission that the bear population in Panthertown is excessive is simply wrong. Do not 

desecrate this special place by allowing the hunting of bear and other animals. 

Li la Howland 

Email correspondence to and from this address may be subject to the North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties by an authorized 
state officia I. 
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Burgos, Alexander N 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Rules, Oah 

Monday, April 18, 2022 1 :47 PM 

Burgos, Alexander N 

FW: [External] Bear hunting in Panthertown 

From: Slocum Howland <slocumhowland@outlook.com> 

Sent: Saturday, April 16, 2022 9:47 AM 

To: Rules, Oah <oah.rules@oah.nc.gov> 

Subject: [External] Bear hunting in Panthertown 

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you verify. Send all suspicious email as an attachment to 

Report Spam. 

PLEASE reconsider the recent ruling allowing bear hunting in Panthertown. I 
am a full time resident of Macon County and hike in Panthertown. Bear 
hunting in this area will make hiking in this area dangerous to the hikers. 
I am strongly opposed to bear hunting in Panthertown. 
Thank you for your attention to my comment. 
Sincerely, 
Slocum Howland 

W. Slocum Howland, Jr.

slocumhowland@outlook.com

Email correspondence lo and from lh1s address may be subject to lhe North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed lo third parties by an authorized 
slate official. 





Let's keep these amazing creatures safe and protected , and in turn they will greatly continue to help North Carolina's 

economy flourish, because that's what North Carolina is, a tourist state. But more importantly than helping us in 

attracting tourists, these bears are part of a rich and diverse circle in which we all are a part of. We are ALL connected in 

this great circle of life and are interdependent, in some way,shape or form,upon each other. Everything exists in balance 

and if the homeostasis of that balance is severed, we all suffer! Meaning that if these bears are no longer protected and 

are allowed to be destroyed by humans, eventually the species gets critically endangered or even worse extinct, and 

that detrimentally affects the planet as a WHOLE. The problem with humans is that they think they are exempt from 

this, but we are not. Any species that exempts itself from the "natural laws" ends up destroying the diverse community 

in order to support its own expansion. That's what I see happening in the world today. Modern humans view 

themselves as Lord's of the earth, and feel the need to take control of and "conquer" other species, (these bears for 

instance), and so they live in a constant state of unbalance and discord and anything they do is never "enough" because 

they are not at peace,but the native cultures of the world (native indian,aboriginals,alaskan eskimos, to name a few) 

don't live like that. They live in reference and respect for the earth and only take what they need,giving thanks and 

praise to our Creator for what they DO take.They live in peace, balance and harmony. God gave humans dominion over 

all creatures to care for them and to protect them, and this planet that we ALL share, not to divide and conquer! This 

opening up of bear hunting is one of the worst ideas, in the long,sad history of bad ideas. Please, I implore you to 

reconsider this, for All our sakes. Thank you for your time and attention regarding this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Mary Johnson 

Email correspondence lo and from this address may be subiect to the North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties by an authorized 
stale official. 
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Burgos, Alexander N

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 

ROBERT MYERS <bobwmyers@me.com> 

Friday, April 8, 2022 7:54 PM 

rrc.comments 

Rules, Oah 

[External] Objection to designating a bear sanctuary as a bear management area 

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you verify. Send all suspicious email as an 

attachment to Report Spam.<mailto:report.spam@nc.gov> 

Robert Myers 

April 8, 2022 

Bears which grow up in a sanctuary are not the same as bears raised in the wild. 

To hunt them with dogs is to cause damage to the dogs and bears as well as the hunters who are not hunting but are 

merely shooting bears. 

What self-respecting North Carolinian would be proud of that? 

Thank you, 

Robert Myers 













10 April 2022 

Dear Dana McGhee 

Re: ISA NCAC 10D.0106 

I write to you with concern that the 3 sanctuaries of Pisgah, Panthertown
Bonus Defeat and Standing Indian Bear Sanctuaries remain as designated 
"sanctuaries". 

The area's in question to be opened as "management" sites is surely 
inappropriate for such a colossal area which will be impossible to monitor 
behaviour of shooting, and hunting dogs. Dogs do get out of control such 
has happened here in the UK. (At present a court action is going through 
where uncontrollable hounds entered a housing estate killing a domestic 
pet as the owner could not get to her pet in time, and just witnessed the 
frenzy). The US government cull millions of indigenous animals every 
year in response to farmers requests. 

The request to change the Bear Sanctuaries to Bear Management is an 
indulgence for the few, on an unprecedented scale. The three sites are so 
large that it will be impossible to monitor, observe and record the 
activities of shooting/killing. There will be other species killed as they 
panic to escape. This whole change in a name is one of an excuse for 
hunters priority only. As with UK policies killing a species of wildlife 
does not resolve the problems within that species of wildlife. 

I have to question why have hunters pressured NCWRC to open up these 
areas so they can hunt? Does this mean that wildlife has dwindled 
become rarer in other areas. 

To reduce such large areas to become barren of all wildlife will be 
detrimental to the whole environment harmful of 3 specific sites as 
mentioned above. Nil tranquillity of the sites being considered, and less 
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McGhee, Dana 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Slocum Howland <slocumhowland@outlook.com> 

Tuesday, March 15, 2022 7:31 AM 

Rules, Oah 

[External] Bear hunting in Panthertown 

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you verify. Send all suspicious email as an attachment to 

Report Spam. 

ALL: 

I am a full time resident of Macon County and strongly oppose bear 
hunting in Panthertown. I hike in Panthertown on a regular basis and 
bear hunting in that area will endanger hikers. The bears pose no danger to 
visitors to Pa nthertown. 
Please reconsider your previous decision. 
Thank you for your consideration. 

Slocum Howland 
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McGhee, Dana 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 

James Riddle <ridd1e4iu@gmail.com> 

Tuesday, March 15, 2022 9:16 AM 

Slocum Howland 

Rules, Oah 

[External] Re: Bear hunting in Panthertown 

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you verify. Send all suspicious email as an attachment to 
Report Spam. 

Good letter 

JR 

On Tue, Mar 15, 2022, 7:30 AM Slocum Howland <slocumhowland@outlook.com> wrote: 

ALL: 

I am a full time resident of Macon County and strongly oppose bear 
hunting in Panthertown. I hike in Panthertown on a regular basis and 
bear hunting in that area will endanger hikers. The bears pose no danger 
to visitors to Panthertown. 

Please reconsider your previous decision. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Slocum Howland 
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'Kay & �dwin Poofe

3/14/22 

Office of Administration Hearings 

1711 New Hope Church Road 
Raleigh, NC 27609 

Ref: 15A NCAC 10D.0106 

Hello, 
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Please do not allow bear hunting (or any other type of 

hunting) in Panthertown. I no longer live in NC, but I 

spent years hiking in western NC and especially enjoyed 

Panthertown. It is a beautiful wild (except for all the 

hikers) place and to allow hunting seems mighty 

dangerous. 

Sincerely, 

�ff>� 
Edwin H. Poole 
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