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MARINE FISHERIES COMMISSION 

 

FISCAL IMPACTS OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO  
BLUE CRAB FISHERIE MANAGEMENT PLAN 

 
 
Rule Amendments: 15A NCAC 03J .0104 Trawl Nets 
   15A NCAC 03J .0301 Pots 
   15A NCAC 03L .0201 Size Limit and Culling Tolerance 
   15A NCAC 03L .0202 Crab Trawling 
   15A NCAC 03L .0203 Crab Dredging 
   15A NCAC 03L .0204 Crab Pots 
   15A NCAC 03L .0205 Crab Spawning Sanctuaries 
   15A NCAC 03R .0107  Designated Pot Areas  
 
Rule Repeals: 15A NCAC 03L .0206 Peeler Crabs    

15A NCAC 03L .0209 Recreational Harvest of Crabs  
    
Rule Adoptions: 15A NCAC 03R .0118 Exempted Crab Pot Escape Ring Areas  
 
Agency Contact: John Hadley, Socioeconomics Program Manager 

N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries 
3441 Arendell Street 
Morehead City, NC 28557 
(252) 808-8107 
john.hadley@ncdenr.gov 

 
Impact Summary: State Government:  No (de minimis) 

Local Government:  No 
Private Industry:   Yes 
Substantial Impact:   Possibly– there is a slight probability that a group of 

rules may result in a substantial impact 
 
Authority:  G.S. 113-134 (Rules);  

G.S. 113-173 (Recreational Commercial Gear License);  
G.S. 113-182 (Regulation of Fishing and Fisheries);  
G.S. 113-221.1 (Proclamations; Emergency Review);  
G.S. 143B-289.52 (Marine Fisheries Commission-Powers and Duties) 

 
Necessity: In accordance with G.S. 113-182.1(b) and (d), the proposed rule changes 

(see proposed rule text in Appendix A) are necessary to amend and 
update the N.C. Blue Crab Fishery Management Plan to ensure adequate 
management of this species in our state that would allow continued and 
sustainable commercial and recreational fishing of blue crabs. 
Specifically, the rule changes address 10 separate issues and propose to: 

1) Correct a rule reference in 03J .0104 for the Fisheries Director’s 
proclamation authority to allow peeler trawling in areas of Core and 
Back Sounds; 

2) Clarify the exemptions to the five-inch minimum size limit and 
allowable culling tolerance for the various categories of blue crabs. 
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Proposed changes also extend the separation requirements for 
harvest to include soft crabs and to move the separation 
requirements for male crabs used as peeler crab bait from Rule 15A 
NCAC 03L .0206(a) into this rule; 

3) Modify rule to align restrictions on crab dredging with the current 
management of taking blue crabs with dredges. Proposed rule 
changes would allow commercial fishermen using a crab dredge 
within the designated crab dredging area to continue fishing past the 
2:00 p.m. daily closure of the oyster dredge fishery; 

4) Broaden the Fisheries Director’s proclamation authority for the use 
of escape rings in pots for the harvest of blue crabs and codify 
areas where the requirement for the use of escape rings is 
exempted; 

5) Incorporate a long-standing proclamation that establishes a dividing 
line in Pamlico Sound for the taking of hard blue crabs using trawls 
of certain mesh sizes into rule.  Crab trawls west of the line are 
required to have a minimum mesh length of four inches while a 
minimum mesh length of three inches is required in the remainder of 
coastal fishing waters; there is no change in requirements for fishers 
compared to what is currently in place in proclamation;   

6) Incorporate a long-standing proclamation for a closure at the mouth 
of lower Broad Creek (Neuse River) to the use of crab pots between 
June 1 and November 30 into rule; 

7) Establish proclamation authority to support an adaptive 
management framework aimed more adequately at managing the 
blue crab stock.  The new management framework will lead to 
preserving the continued existence of not only the blue crab 
population, but also sustain long-term landings in the blue crab 
fishery; 

8) Proposed amendments to Rule 15A NCAC 03J .0301 changes the 
criteria for escape ring exemptions for the taking of peeler crabs 
from one based on pot mesh size to one based on bait type.  
Additionally, Rule 15A NCAC 03L .0206 is proposed for repeal; the 
regulations in this rule are being relocated to 15A NCAC 03J .0301 
and 03L .0201 for better organization; 

9) Establish proclamation authority for the Fisheries Director to require 
the use of devices to exclude diamondback terrapins from crab pots 
and to specify areas, times, means, and methods for the use of the 
devices; 

10) Reclassify 8 non-pot areas to allow the use of pots for the harvest of 
blue crabs in the Pungo River, a tributary of the Pamlico River.  
Additional proposed changes square off certain designated areas in 
the Pungo River to increase public clarity of where the use of pots is 
permitted and for ease of enforcement. 

These rule changes are in the public interest and are consistent with the 
regulatory principles in Executive Order 70 and 150B-19.1(a). 
 
The proposed effective date of the rule changes is April 1, 2014. 
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1. Peeler Trawls Correction (15A NCAC 03J .0104) 
 
Summary: 
This proposed rule change modifies an incorrect reference in the trawl nets rule to an exception 
in the trawl nets prohibited rule (15A NCAC 03R .0106).  The exception pertains to an area for 
which the Fisheries Director has proclamation authority to open for peeler crab trawling. The 
proposed rule change has no fiscal impacts for state government or any other entity.   
 
Purpose of Rules: 
During the development of the N.C. Blue Crab Fishery Management Plan (FMP) Amendment 2, 
N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries (DMF) staff discovered that Rule 15A NCAC 03J .0104(b)(4) 
contains a reference to Sub-item (6) of Rule 15A NCAC 03R .0106 (Cape Lookout Bight), which 
is incorrect and needs to be changed.  The reference should be to Sub-item (1) of Rule 15A 
NCAC 03R .0106 (Pamlico, Core and Back sounds). 
 
Staff traced the error to an unrelated rule change from the N.C. Shrimp FMP in 2006.  One of 
the rule changes that resulted from the development of the Shrimp FMP was due to an 
extension of the trawl net prohibited areas to include the area north of Drum Inlet on the banks 
side of Core Sound.  In revising the corresponding area description the coordinate points for 
Core and Back sounds, which were contained in 15A NCAC 03R .0106(6) at that time, were 
modified and added to 15A NCAC 03R .0106(1), the Pamlico Sound description.  That change 
caused a renumbering of the list, as the items moved up with the elimination of the Core and 
Back sounds description and (6) became the Cape Lookout Bight description (see Appendix B 
for the current version of 15A NCAC 03R .0106 as well as the version effective August 1, 2004 
shown with proposed 2006 changes).  A corresponding change to Rule 15A NCAC 03J 
.0104(b)(4) which references Rule 15A NCAC 03R .0106 Sub-item (6) as the area for which the 
Director has proclamation authority to open for peeler crab trawling should have been corrected 
to reference Sub-item (1) at that time. However this did not occur and should be corrected. 
 
The DMF has issued peeler crab trawling proclamations each year in the early spring since 
before 2000 and, being unaware of the error, has continued to do so from 2006 to the present.  
The areas currently opened by proclamation are located mainly in Carteret County, with two 
bays in Dare County and an area near Swansboro.  Throughout this period the banks side of 
Core Sound has been opened for peeler crab trawling each spring; conversely, Cape Lookout 
Bight has never been opened for this activity.  The banks side of Core Sound is the location 
within the Trawl Nets Prohibited Area that is the subject of this correction. This area does not 
open to trawling for any reason other than peeler crab trawling. 
 
Basic Economic Impact: 
There is no economic impact from the proposed rule change which merely corrects an earlier 
administrative error.  There will be no change in the area opened to peeler trawls in practice, 
however the rule will now mirror the original intent of the measure as well as what has been 
practiced and enforced by the Division. 
   
Benefits & Costs: 
The proposed rule change corrects an administrative error made in 2006. There are not costs or 
benefits associated with the proposed rule change. 
  
Substantial Impact Declaration: 
The proposed rule change related to this subject does not have a substantial economic impact. 
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2. Size Limit and Culling Tolerance Clarification (15A NCAC 03L .0201) 
 
Summary: 
Rule 15A NCAC 03L .0201(a) currently requires a five-inch minimum size limit for male and 
immature female blue crabs and specifies exemptions to the size limit for: 

(1) mature females; 
(2) soft and peeler crabs; and 
(3) from March 1 through October 31 male crabs to be used as peeler crab bait. 

However, the existing rule language is unclear and does not convey the intent of the rule as it 
applies to the exemptions to the five-inch minimum size limit, culling tolerance, and separation 
requirements for soft and peeler crabs and male crabs used as peeler crab bait.  The proposed 
rule changes rewrite the language to provide greater clarity to the reader. There are no 
quantifiable fiscal impacts associated with these changes.   
 
Purpose of Rules: 
Division of Marine Fisheries staff determined the existing wording of Rule 15A NCAC 03L .0201 
does not clearly convey the intent of the rule.  Proposed changes more clearly identify existing 
exemptions to the size limit and state the intent of culling tolerance and separation requirements 
for the various categories of blue crabs. There are three main points of clarification. 
 
The first proposed change is the use of different wording to convey that mature female blue 
crabs, soft and peeler crabs, and from March 1 through October 31 male crabs used as peeler 
crab bait are exempt from the five-inch minimum size limit. 
 
The second proposed change clarifies the culling tolerance. There is a culling tolerance of not 
more than 10 percent by number in any container, based on all crabs in a container.  Only those 
male and immature female blue crabs less than five inches are counted when calculating 
adherence to the 10-percent-by-number culling tolerance. The proposed rule language clarifies 
the culling tolerance. 
 
The final proposed rule change extends the separation requirements from just peeler crabs to 
peeler crabs and soft crabs.  Part (b) of Rule 15A NCAC 03L .0201 currently specifies the 
separation requirements for possession of peeler crabs.  Based on recommendations from the 
2004 amendment to the N.C. Blue Crab FMP, part (b) of the rule was previously modified to 
establish separation requirements and a culling tolerance for white-line peelers.  Part (a) of Rule 
15A NCAC 03L .0206 currently specifies the separation requirements for possession of male 
crabs less than the legal size to be used as peeler crab bait and was moved into this rule for 
consistency to make crab separation requirements easier to find.  However, the previous rules 
did not identify similar separation requirements for soft crabs that are exempt from the five-inch 
size limit.  Separation requirements for soft crabs are needed to aid in enforcement of the size 
limit and exemptions. 
 
Proposed changes to the rule make clarifications based on the intent of the rule as it applies to 
those categories of crabs that are subject to and exempt from the size limit, culling tolerance, 
and separation requirements for soft and peeler crabs, and male crabs used as peeler crab bait. 
 
Basic Economic Impact: 
There are no quantifiable economic impacts associated with the proposed changes. The 
additional requirement to separate soft crabs may require some additional effort for some crab 
fishermen.  However, this is only expected to be a minor burden, as crab fishermen are 
currently required to separate their peeler crab catch and male crabs to be used as peeler crab 
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bait.  Further serving to reduce the burden, separating the hard, peeler, and soft crabs is 
already a common practice as certain grades of peelers as well as soft crabs are easily 
destroyed and made non-marketable when mixed in harvest containers with hard crabs.  The 
additional separation requirement will aid enforcement and clarify the intent of the rule for the 
crabs that are less than the five-inch size limit.   
 

Benefits: 
The proposed rule changes would aid in the clarity of fishing regulations to the public by more 
clearly stating exemptions to the size limit and stating the intent of culling tolerance and 
separation requirements for the various categories of blue crabs.  This also will aid in 
enforcement, as crabs that are exempt from the size limit can be more easily identified by 
fishermen and law enforcement officers.   
 
Costs: 
There are no quantifiable costs associated with the proposed rule changes.  There will be a 
minor additional burden of further separating the crab catch; however, this is already a common 
practice among most commercial crab fishermen when dealing with peeler and soft crabs.  
Separating certain types of peeler crabs and soft crabs from hard crabs prevents these crabs 
from being injured or destroyed and allows more soft and peeler crabs to make it to market alive 
where they will bring the highest value. 
 
Substantial Impact Declaration: 
The proposed rule changes related to this subject do not have a substantial economic impact. 
 
 

3. Crab Dredging Clarification (15A NCAC 03L .0203) 
 
Summary: 
Proposed changes modify this rule to align restrictions on crab dredging with the current 
management of taking blue crabs with dredges. The proposed rule changes would allow 
commercial fishermen using a crab dredge within the designated crab dredging area to continue 
fishing past the 2:00 p.m. daily closure of the oyster dredge fishery.  This daily closure is 
specified in proclamation under the authority granted in rule 15A NCAC 03K .0201 OPEN 
SEASON AND POSSESSION LIMIT.  The proposed rule change also will allow commercial 
fishermen using oyster dredges to continue to retain blue crabs as long as they meet specified 
bycatch requirements.  This fishery accounted for $23,933 in blue crab revenues for commercial 
fishermen in 2011.  The landings and value of blue crabs caught using dredges are very 
minimal in respect to the overall blue crab catch and are not expected to change with the 
proposed rule changes.  The rule changes will however allow this fishery to remain open and 
these landings to remain legal.  
 
Purpose of Rules: 
The rule restricting the use of crab dredges has existed in a form similar to the current rule since 
1983.  Landings for blue crabs taken with crab and oyster dredges are not a significant 
contributor to the blue crab fishery, accounting for less than 0.05 percent of the total blue crab 
landings annually.  Concerns about the crab dredging rule surfaced during discussions on 
enforcement of the daily harvest hours allowed in the 2010-2011 oyster dredge fishery.  
Harvesters were not allowed to continue to take crabs with dredges after the 2:00 p.m. daily 
closure of oyster dredging.  The current interpretation of Rule 15A NCAC 03L .0203 and staff’s 
widely-held belief as to the intent of the implementation of restrictions on crab dredging in 1983 
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is that crabs may be taken without harvest limits during the January 1 through March 1 time 
period in the northern Pamlico Sound area specified in Rule 15A NCAC 03R .0109.   
 
Furthermore, the Division interprets the rule to mean that fishers may take crabs as bycatch in 
the oyster dredge fishery, according to the prescribed limits, whenever and wherever oyster 
dredging is allowed.  A straightforward reading of the current rule, without benefit of knowing the 
management intent, indicates crabs can only be taken with dredges in the prescribed area and 
that they may be taken only as bycatch there within the established limits and season.  A strict 
interpretation of the rule as written would mandate the discard of legal sized crabs caught 
incidentally in the oyster dredge fishery outside of the crab dredging area and place significant 
restrictions on the catch of crabs within it. Amending the rule will create agreement between the 
current harvest management plan and enforcement practices.  In addition, the revised language 
may alleviate confusion in interpretation of the rule by the public and allow effective use of crab 
bycatch during oyster dredging in all areas. 
 
Basic Economic Impact: 
This rule change will allow commercial fishermen using oyster dredges to continue to retain blue 
crabs as long as they meet specified bycatch requirements.  The rule change also will allow 
commercial fishermen using a crab dredge within the designated crab dredging area to continue 
fishing past the 2:00 p.m. daily closure of the oyster dredge fishery.  The value of the blue crab 
harvest using dredge gear in 2011 was $4,348 for fishermen using crab dredges and $19,584 
for fishermen using oyster dredges, or $23,933 total for both dredge gears.  Should the rule 
change not be approved and a strict interpretation of the current rule be upheld, increased 
discards of blue crab bycatch in the oyster dredge fishery and significant reductions in the crab 
dredge fishery in northern Pamlico Sound will occur. 
 

Benefits: 
The proposed rule changes would allow commercial fishermen using a crab dredge within the 
designated crab dredging area to continue fishing past the 2:00 p.m. daily closure of the oyster 
dredge fishery.  The proposed rule change also will allow commercial fishermen using oyster 
dredges to continue to retain blue crabs as long as they meet specified bycatch requirements.  
This fishery accounted for $23,933 in gross revenue for commercial fishermen in 2011.  The 
landings and value of blue crabs caught using dredges are very minimal in respect to the overall 
blue crab catch (0.1%) and are not expected to vary with the proposed rule changes.  The rule 
changes will however, allow this fishery to remain open and these landings to remain legal.      
 
Costs: 
There are no costs associated with the proposed rule changes. 
 
Substantial Impact Declaration: 
The proposed rule changes related to this subject do not have a substantial economic impact. 
 
 

4. Mature Female Pot Closure (15A NCAC 03J .0301; 15A NCAC 03R .0118) 
 
Summary: 
The proposed rule amendments and adoption broaden the Fisheries Director's proclamation 
authority to include the restrictions of means and methods for managing the use of escape rings 
in pots for the harvest of blue crabs, and to codify areas where the requirement for the use of 
escape rings is exempted.  Long-standing escape ring exemptions for the harvest of mature 
female blue crabs with pots for the Pamlico Sound and Newport River areas are moved from 
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proclamation into the proposed rules.  For the Pamlico Sound area, an existing line of 
demarcation that indicates where trawl nets are prohibited is used in the adopted rule.  The 
proposed line provides a clearly recognized and delineated boundary, increasing public clarity 
and easing enforcement efforts.  The intention of the proposed rule is to continue to allow 
fishermen to increase their catch in specified areas.   
 
Purpose of Rules: 
North Carolina Marine Fisheries Rule 15A NCAC 03J .0301(g) gives the Fisheries Director 
proclamation authority to allow commercial and recreational crab pots to be set without escape 
rings or with closed escape rings to prevent the loss of peeler crabs and sexually mature female 
blue crabs.  Escape rings are placed in a crab pot to allow smaller crabs to exit a pot once 
inside.  These escape rings are put in place to protect immature crabs, as well as increase 
efficiency of crabbers through decreasing effort and time needed to cull through a catch to 
return undersized crabs to the water.  Currently, proclamations allow escape ring exemptions to 
enhance harvest opportunity only for sexually mature female blue crabs in two specified areas 
in only three counties in the state. 
 
Mature females are exempt from the five-inch minimum size limit because some females reach 
maturity at sizes less than five inches and would be unavailable for harvest because they will 
not grow larger subsequent to reaching maturity.  Particularly in high salinity areas such as 
those with the current escape ring exemption, a significant portion of the available mature 
females may be of such a small size that they may leave the pot through the minimum 2 5/16-
inch escape rings.  Therefore, the Fisheries Director is provided proclamation authority to allow 
pots to be set without escape rings or with closed escape rings to prevent the loss of small 
sexually mature female blue crabs through the escape rings. 
 
Based on Division of Marine Fisheries (DMF) crab fishery sampling, the escape ring exemption 
as provided in Proclamation PT-4-1999 (see Appendix C for the proclamation text and Appendix 
D for a Map of Pamlico Sound Outer Banks Escape Ring Exemption Area) does not appear to 
be widely used by crabbers who fish the Outer Banks Pamlico Sound area.  Perhaps in the past 
when the southern Outer Banks fishery was more robust with crabs and crabbers, the practice 
of closing escape rings was more prevalent.  In recent years, DMF sampling has documented 
that some crabbers in this area do not close escape rings, some close one of the two required 
escape rings, and others do practice closing the escape rings.  To more closely match the 
current level of usage, the exempted area may not need to be as expansive as provided in the 
proclamation.  Recently, DMF staff contacted area crabbers and discussed the Outer Banks 
escape ring exemption and potential options to modify the boundary.  Overall opinions were 
mixed; but, several crabbers indicated they would like to maintain the flexibility to set pots with 
closed escape rings. 
 
Proposed rule changes provide a clear boundary for adherence and enforcement by 
establishing specific coordinates.  In accordance with the FMP, an existing line of demarcation 
for the Pamlico Sound area that indicates where trawl nets are prohibited is used in the adopted 
rule.  The proposed line provides a clearly recognized and delineated boundary, increasing 
public clarity and easing enforcement efforts.  The boundaries for the Newport River exempted 
area are clearly defined in Proclamation PT-1-2011 (see Appendix E) and do not present a 
problem in moving into rule. 
 
Proclamations allowing escape ring exemptions for mature female harvest have been in place in 
for the Pamlico Sound and Newport River areas for many years.  The DMF has a policy which 
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recommends moving long-standing proclamations into rule to aid in the clarity of regulations for 
the public.  To be consistent with that policy the following rule changes are proposed. 
 
Basic Economic Impact: 
The proposed changes move long-standing escape ring exemptions for the harvest of mature 
female blue crabs with pots from proclamation into rule.  Commercial fishermen will continue to 
be allowed to use crab pots without escape rings or with closed escape rings in a portion of 
Pamlico Sound and the Newport River.  The proposed boundaries for the Newport River and 
Pamlico Sound areas will be clearly recognized and delineated in rule, allowing for public clarity 
and easing enforcement efforts.  The proposed rules will maintain and potentially increase in the 
overall catch of blue crabs in the Pamlico Sound and Newport River.  Since the escape ring 
closures are optional, there are no expected costs associated with these rules.  Should the rule 
not be put in place, there will be additional burden placed upon blue crab fishermen by 
decreasing their annual catch in the specified areas.    
 
Benefits: 
The proposed rules will aid in the clarity of fishing regulations to the public by moving long-
standing proclamations into rule. These rules are intended to allow crabbers to increase their 
catch and value of their landings.  The landings value of pot caught blue crabs in the Pamlico 
Sound and Newport River was $3,347,932 in 2011.  Should these escape ring exemptions not 
be in place, the overall value of the catch would likely fall tens of thousands of dollars annually.  
While there is not a clear measure of increase in catch due to the current proclamation and 
accompanying proposed rule change, it is expected that the current proclamation affects 
landings by approximately 3%.  Taking the 2011 landings and value into account, this would be 
an estimated benefit of approximately $100,500 annually.   
 
Costs: 
There are no costs associated with this rule, as the escape ring exemptions are expected to 
increase the landings value of blue crabs.  Escape ring closures are optional and not required.   
 
Substantial Impact Declaration: 
The proposed rule changes related to this subject do not have a substantial economic impact. 
 
 

5. Crab Trawler Mesh Size Line (15A NCAC 03L .0202) 
 
Summary: 
Proposed changes incorporate the current requirement for the use of four-inch minimum crab 
trawl mesh for the taking of hard blue crabs in western Pamlico Sound and the adjacent rivers 
from long-standing proclamation into rule.  Should the proposed rule changes not be 
implemented, the existing rule would continue to require a minimum mesh length of three inches 
in all coastal fishing waters for the taking of hard blue crabs other than in western Pamlico 
Sound, for which the existing proclamation providing for a minimum of four-inch crab trawl mesh 
would remain in place.  
 
Purpose of Rules: 
In 2005, the Division of Marine Fisheries (DMF) issued Proclamation SH-18-2005 which divided 
Pamlico Sound into two areas and required that the crab trawl minimum mesh length to the west 
of that line be four inches for the taking of hard blue crabs.  To the east of that line, three-inch 
crab trawl mesh could still be used.  An identical proclamation (SH-5-2007) was issued in 2007 
and is still in effect.  The rationale for the use of four-inch mesh in western Pamlico Sound and 



9 
 

the rivers was to reduce the catch of sublegal crabs, southern flounder and other finfish species.  
The rationale for the continued use of three-inch mesh in eastern Pamlico Sound was to allow 
the taking of mature female crabs in the fall and winter and peeler crabs in the spring.  Mature 
females, which are more prevalent in the higher salinity waters of the eastern Pamlico Sound, 
and peeler crabs are exempt from the five-inch minimum size limit (See Rule 15A NCAC 03L 
.0201 (a) Size Limit and Culling Tolerance). The smaller mesh size allows fishermen to catch 
smaller crabs, which in this case may be kept, as crabs often mature in the eastern part of 
Pamlico Sound at a smaller size or are caught during “peeler” season and sold in the “soft shell” 
crab market.   
 
The proclamation implementing the crab trawl line has been in existence since 2005 with no 
changes and without complaint.  Proclamation authority is used to address variable conditions 
and, at this point, the distribution of blue crabs and southern flounder on which the line is based 
appears to be reasonably static.  The DMF has a policy which recommends moving long-
standing proclamations into rule to aid in the clarity of regulations for the public.  To be 
consistent with that policy the following rule changes are proposed. 
 
Basic Economic Impact: 
The larger mesh requirements west of the dividing line are expected to have negligible 
economic impacts.  The crab trawl catch is highly variable from year to year, with natural events 
such as weather patterns and hurricanes having an enormous impact on the success of a 
fishing season.  The DMF trip ticket system records landings for the Pamlico Sound only as a 
whole water body, therefore the value of landings cannot be differentiated between crabs 
caught in the eastern and western sides of the sound. While the value of the crab trawl catch is 
not a highly reliable method to predict the exact economic impact of the new rule due to the data 
limitations and environmental variables affecting the catch, the highest landings value of trawl 
caught blue crabs in the Pamlico Sound from 1998 to 20111 ($855,522) occurred in 2008 while 
the proposed regulations were in place via proclamation issued in 2005.  The average landings 
value over the 1998 to 2011 timeframe was $428,082.  This suggests that these regulations are 
likely not having a large negative impact on crab trawlers and are still allowing large catches if 
the environmental conditions are favorable.  Furthermore, the crabs that pass through the larger 
mesh may be caught in the pot fishery and still harvested if they are of legal size.   
 
The positive impacts of the larger mesh size will be realized in other commercial and 
recreational fisheries with the reduction of bycatch of undersized flounder and other species, 
allowing these individuals to mature, spawn, and potentially be harvested.  The rule changes 
would also improve the clarity of fishing regulations to the public by moving a long-standing 
proclamation into rule. 
 

Benefits: 
The larger mesh size requirements will be and has been benefiting participants in other 
fisheries.  The larger mesh size reduces the bycatch of undersized crabs, flounder and other 
commercially, recreationally and ecologically important species.  While there is no data 
available to adequately measure this benefit, this may result in higher landings and participation 
in other fisheries, increasing the economic returns to fishermen and communities.  The 
proposed rule will also aid in the clarity of fishing regulations to the public by moving a long-
standing proclamation into rule. 
 
 

                                                           
1
Time series chosen to provide information 7 years prior to and after the proclamation went into effect. 
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Costs: 
The costs associated with the proposed rule will be, and already have been, incurred by crab 
trawl fishers, especially peeler crab trawlers fishing in the western Pamlico Sound, as a result of 
the larger mesh size requirements.  Peeler crabs are mostly made up of immature blue crabs 
that are about to undergo shedding of their exoskeleton to grow larger.  Upon shedding their 
exoskeleton, the crabs become “soft crabs”, which are highly sought after for their culinary 
value.  Peeler crab trawls are used to harvest blue crabs for use in shedding operations aimed 
at selling soft crabs. Trip tickets indicate that landings of trawl-caught peeler and soft crabs in 
the entire Pamlico Sound have decreased since the regulations were put in place by 
proclamation in 2005; however, these landings saw a significant decreasing trend in the years 
leading up to the time when the original proclamation was implemented.  This signals that 
market forces that were unfavorable for crab trawl use or movement to other gears, such as 
peeler crab pots, may have already been in place.  The highest landings value of peeler or soft 
crabs in the entire Pamlico Sound over the 14-year time series examined (1998 to 2011) was 
$7,099 while the lowest was $0.   
 
Crab fishers in the western Pamlico Sound targeting hard crabs may also see decreased 
landings due to the larger mesh size requirement; however, much of this catch will not meet the 
size limit requirements and will have to be thrown back.  Mature females, which are exempt 
from size limits, are more prevalent in the higher salinity waters of the eastern Pamlico Sound, 
where the larger mesh size is not required.  The total cost that can be attributed to purchasing 
the larger size mesh is difficult to determine, as this size mesh may be used in other fisheries 
and due to limitations of the NCDMF trip ticket system, it is unclear how many fishermen fish 
specifically in the western Pamlico Sound.  For those individuals that may have to purchase new 
gear to meet the proposed rule changes, it is expected to cost approximately $200 to $400 per 
individual to meet the new requirements.  Overall, there were 19 participants in the crab trawl 
fishery in the Pamlico Sound in 2011.     
 
Substantial Impact Declaration: 
The proposed rule changes related to this subject do not have a substantial economic impact. 
 
 

6. Lower Broad Creek Pot Area Closure (15A NCAC 03R .0107) 
 
Summary: 
Proposed changes incorporate the current annual closure of a small portion of a designated pot 
area at lower Broad Creek (Neuse River) to the use of pots from long-standing proclamation into 
rule. The proposed rule changes would aid in the clarity of fishing regulations to the public and 
would continue to provide a highly accepted resolution to conflict between fishermen using trawl 
gear and crab pots. The Division of Marine Fisheries (DMF) estimates that the overall annual 
cost to blue crab fishermen is approximately $8,105 annually, based on 2011 landings from the 
Neuse River.  These costs can be considered conservatively high, as fishermen will likely 
continue to fish in other areas and will be able to make up “lost landings” elsewhere.  
 
Purpose of Rules: 
In 2008, the DMF proposed that a small portion of a designated crab pot area be changed to 
prohibit pots at the mouth of Broad Creek in the lower Neuse River.  The intent of the proposal 
was to reduce conflict between crab pot fishermen and shrimp trawlers by removing pots from 
the designated pot area six-foot bottom contour (depth) so the trawlers would have ample room 
to turn around at the mouth of the creek during trawling operations.  Proclamations 
implementing the pot area closure from June 1 through November 30 have been issued each 
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year since 2008 without complaint and the solution has effectively eliminated conflict between 
the crab potters and the shrimp trawlers.  The DMF has a policy which recommends moving 
long-standing proclamations into rule to aid in the clarity of regulations for the public.  To be 
consistent with that policy the following rule changes are proposed.  The proposed rule changes 
are expected to have an effective date of April 1, 2014. 
 
Basic Economic Impact: 
There are minimal economic impacts associated with the proposed rule changes.  The 
proclamation has been in effect for several years without much complaint or conflict; therefore, 
fishermen using the mouth of Broad Creek are well aware of the proposed regulations.  If these 
rule changes or proclamation were not to go into effect, there may be a slight increase in blue 
crab landings; however, this would come at the expense of a slight decrease in commercial 
shrimp trawl landings.  In addition, commercial crab potters could see economic losses due to 
gear damage/loss due to commercial shrimp trawling.  The proposed areas to be seasonally 
closed to crab pots make up less than one percent of the total fishable area of the Neuse River.  
Due to the very small area affected, all of these potential impacts are considered minimal. 
 

Benefits: 
The proposed rule changes would aid in the clarity of fishing regulations to the public by moving 
a long-standing proclamation into rule.  The changes would continue to provide a highly 
accepted resolution to conflict among fishermen using trawl gear and crab pots.  Commercial 
fishermen using crab pots and shrimp trawls will utilize their gear in an effective manner that is 
acceptable to both user groups.   
 
Costs: 
The costs associated with these rule changes are difficult to quantify, as the DMF trip ticket 
system does not specifically identify seafood landed from Broad Creek.  The landings from the 
Neuse River, which Broad Creek is a part of, however, are tracked in the DMF Trip Ticket 
system. The value of landings of pot-caught blue crabs in the Neuse River was $810,474 in 
2011.  The ten year average annual landings of blue crabs in the Neuse River were $1,037,756.  
The area in Broad Creek that is seasonally closed to crab pots makes up less than one percent 
of the total fishable area in the Neuse River.  Assuming that the value of the blue crab catch 
would increase by approximately one percent if the proposed rule changes were not put in 
place, the overall annual cost of the proposed rule to blue crab fishermen is estimated to be 
$8,105 based on 2011 landings value from the Neuse River and $10,378 based on the ten year 
average annual landings value from the Neuse River.  These costs can be considered 
conservatively high, as fishermen will likely continue to fish in other areas and will be able to 
make up for “lost landings” elsewhere. 
 
Substantial Impact Declaration: 
The proposed rule changes related to this subject do not have a substantial economic impact. 
 
 

7. Adaptive Management (15A NCAC 03J .0301; 15A NCAC 03L .0201; 15A NCAC 03L 
.0201; 15A NCAC 03L .0203; 15A NCAC 03L .0204; 15A NCAC 03L .0205; 15A NCAC 
03L .0206; 15A NCAC 03L .0209) 

 
Summary:    
The proposed rule changes establish proclamation authority to support the blue crab adaptive 
management framework establish by the N.C. Marine Fisheries Commission (MFC) and the 
N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries (DMF).  The rule changes will provide the Director of DMF 
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proclamation authority to carry out management measures as laid out in the adaptive 
management framework to maintain the North Carolina blue crab stock in a favorable condition.  
Measures aimed at restricting blue crab catch will be triggered as a reaction to sustained 
reductions in the condition of the blue crab stock.  The severity of restrictions will depend upon 
the status of the associated population abundance measures.    
 
Purpose of Rules: 
With increasing concerns over fluctuating and declining blue crab landings, changes to the 
current management approach are necessary.  Blue crab recruits in any given year rely, in part, 
on the size of the spawning stock from which the young originated.  Thus, declines in adult   
abundance could lead to reduced recruitment of juvenile individuals into the adult population in 
subsequent years.  To effectively manage the blue crab stock, information on the size structure 
of the stock, recruitment relationships, abundance, and movements of the spawning stock must 
be examined frequently.  These rule changes provide proclamation authority to the Director to 
implement timely management actions in an effort to sustain the blue crab fishery in response to 
a decline in the blue crab stock.   
 
Under the newly adopted blue crab management strategy,2 management actions will be 
triggered based on the results of the newly developed adaptive management protocols.  These 
management actions are divided into “moderate” and “elevated” levels and target improvements 
in blue crab production and/or adult abundance.  The major rule changes involve adjusting rules 
currently in place to allow proclamation authority to manage fishing pressure on blue crab 
populations should the relative condition of the stock decline and they be deemed depleted.   
 
The DMF acknowledges the dynamic nature of the blue crab stock and fisheries due to the 
complicated life cycle of blue crabs and the variability of confounding environmental factors and 
thus, proposes the use of an adaptive management framework.  In a broad sense, adaptive 
management is an approach that allows managers to take advantage of a variety of strategies 
and techniques that are adjusted, refined, and/or modified based on an improved understanding 
of system dynamics.  It allows for an iterative process to adapt the management in the face of 
uncertainty by accruing and systematically evaluating information over time.  Because adaptive 
management is based on a learning process, it is intended to improve long term management 
outcomes.  The annual evaluation of the stock trends will be the information upon which to 
refine management in the blue crab adaptive management framework.  A review by the 
Crustacean Advisory Committee would be maintained to present management options, evaluate 
their merits, and gain Marine Fisheries Commission approval before the Director’s proclamation 
authority would be used to implement any changes to the fisheries.  The Crustacean Advisory 
Committee as well as the Marine Fisheries Commission are made up of representatives of the 
regulated public.  Each meeting of each group devotes time to allow the public to provide insight 
and comment on proposed management options.   
 
The adaptive management frame work will be triggered from a “Traffic Light” stock assessment 
approach.  The Traffic Light method synthesizes a variety of information to provide a description 
of the stock condition.  The indicator value in each year for each data series is assigned a 
green, yellow, or red ‘signal’ based on the state of the indicator relative to stock condition.  The 
color green is indicative of a good stock condition, yellow of an uncertain or transitioning stock 
condition, and red of a bad stock condition.  Sampling of blue crab adult abundance and 

                                                           
2
 Adaptive management strategy can be found on page 164 of the Blue Crab Fishery Management Plan 

Amendment 2.  Available at http://portal.ncdenr.org/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=54df9f04-a251-
4401-9b95-ad6578e03576&groupId=38337  

http://portal.ncdenr.org/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=54df9f04-a251-4401-9b95-ad6578e03576&groupId=38337
http://portal.ncdenr.org/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=54df9f04-a251-4401-9b95-ad6578e03576&groupId=38337
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production will be used in the adaptive management approach.  The base years (1987-2009) for 
assessing these characteristics will remain constant until the next amendment of the FMP.  
Plans are for the Traffic Light review to be updated on an annual basis for the stock status 
update that occurs in July of each year.  Data will be verified and ready for the analysis each 
year no later than April 1 to extend the annual traffic light series, complete the status update, 
and reassess management needs.  The Division proposes the blue crab stock is considered not 
viable when the proportion of red in the production characteristic of the Traffic Light method is 
greater than or equal to the second quartile (>50%) for three consecutive years. 
 
Under the adaptive management framework, the blue crab populations must exhibit a sustained 
unviable state over three consecutive years before any management measures are triggered.  If 
the proportion of red in any of the characteristics is less than the second quartile (<50%) in the 
three consecutive years, no management action is considered necessary for that characteristic.  
Any three-year combination of red proportions for any characteristic in the Traffic Light 
exceeding the 50% quartile will result in implementing management actions for that 
characteristic.  The management level for a characteristic exceeding the 50% but less than 75% 
red is termed “moderate” and termed “elevated” if greater than 75% red. Upon three 
consecutive years of remaining in an unviable state, one or more management measures may 
be chosen based upon the characteristic and severity of decline in the stock.  Table 1 lists the 
various management measures that may be considered.        
 
Table 1. Fishery management measures proposed in the blue crab adaptive management 
framework when a stock characteristic achieves a designated management level  

Characteristic Moderate management level Elevated management level 

Adult 
abundance 

A1. Increase in minimum size limit for male 
and immature female crabs  

A2. Reduction in tolerance of sub-legal 
size blue crabs (to a minimum of 5%) 
and/or implement gear modifications to 
reduce sublegal catch  

A3. Eliminate harvest of v-apron immature 
hard crab females 

A4. Closure of fishery (season and/or gear) 

A5. Reduction in tolerance of sub-legal 
size blue crabs (to a minimum of 1%) 
and/or implement gear modifications to 
reduce sublegal catch 

A6. Time restrictions 

Recruit 
abundance 

R1. Establish a seasonal size limit on 
peeler crabs  

R2. Restrict trip level harvest of sponge 
crabs (tolerance, quantity, sponge 
color) 

R3. Close the crab spawning sanctuaries 
from September 1 to February 28 and 
may impose further restrictions 

R4. Prohibit harvest of sponge crabs (all) 
and/or require sponge crab excluders 
in pots in specific areas  

R5. Expand existing and/or designate new 
crab spawning sanctuaries 

R6. Closure of fishery (season and/or gear)  

R7. Crab trawl fishery gear modifications 

Production P1. Restrict trip level harvest of sponge 
crabs (tolerance, quantity, sponge 
color)  

P2. Minimum and/or maximum size limit 
for mature female crabs  

P3. Close the crab spawning sanctuaries 
from September 1 to February 28 and 
may impose further restrictions 

P4. Prohibit harvest of sponge crabs (all) 
and/or require sponge crab excluders 
in pots for specific areas  

P5. Reduce peeler harvest (no white line 
peelers and/or peeler size limit)  

P6. Expand existing and/or designate new 
crab spawning sanctuaries  

P7. Closure of fishery (season and/or gear) 
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Basic Economic Impact: 
The economic impacts of these rule changes will vary depending upon the value of commercial 
landings as well as the management actions, if any, that are chosen to be put into practice.  The 
most extreme economic impacts would occur should the “elevated” management options be put 
into place.  However, these management actions would only occur under a severe, sustained 
reduction in the condition of the blue crab stock which will most likely have already significantly 
reduced blue crab landings.  This “elevated” management level would occur should 75% of the 
adult abundance or production indices remain labeled as ‘red’ for three consecutive years.      
 
Proposed management measures that may be implemented under proclamation authority from 
the proposed rule changes are examined separately by “moderate” and “elevated” management 
levels.  It is important to note that at this time, no management measures will be triggered since 
the stock is currently seen as viable within the adaptive management framework.  As a result, 
even under the most extreme conditions of seeing a rapid, drastic, and sustained decline in blue 
crab population characteristics, no economic impacts will be incurred from the proposed 
management strategies for at least three full years.  Under the adaptive management 
framework, the blue crab populations must exhibit a sustained decline over three consecutive 
years before any management measures are triggered.  For this reason, all accrued costs or 
benefits will occur in year three or later of the analysis.      
 
Benefits: 
The proposed rule changes provide more flexibility for ensuring a sustained blue crab stock by 
implementing adaptive management protocols when needed.  The blue crab fishery is North 
Carolina’s most lucrative commercial fishery.  In 2011, commercial landings of blue crabs in 
North Carolina were 30,035,232 pounds with an ex-vessel value of $21,282,080.  Supporting a 
healthy blue crab stock is aimed at sustaining the long-term viability of the state’s blue crab 
fishery and the hundreds of jobs and millions of dollars in income supported by blue crab 
landings.       
 
Given the wide range of possible stock reductions and management actions that may be 
triggered, as well as variation in possible stock improvements as a result of these management 
actions, the economic benefits are very difficult to model or predict with any certainty.  However, 
improvements in the commercial blue crab catch that occur as a result of rebuilding blue crab 
stocks may easily yield economic benefits in the hundreds of thousands to millions of dollars.  It 
is estimated that the costs incurred from management measures will be offset in later years by 
an increase in stock abundance and catch.  Due to the rapid growth of the blue crab, it is 
expected that benefits may start to be seen one year after management actions are put in place.   
 
Costs: 
The costs that could be incurred by the proposed rule changes may vary greatly.  There are two 
different suites of options within the adaptive management framework, “moderate” and 
“elevated” (see Table 1).  Under the “moderate” management level, the reduction in landings is 
expected to be one to five percent of total landings based on commercial catch sampling data 
from DMF.  Based on 2011 landings and the assumption that both the quantity and value of the 
landings would stay about the same in the absence of the proposed rule change (see Figure 1 
below), this would equate to a reduction (cost) in blue crab landings valued at about $210,000 to 
more than $1 million, (see Table 2).  Figure 1 below presents a 10-year trend of total pounds of 
blue crab landings and their total value from 2001 to 2011.  
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Figure 1. Trend in Total Pounds and Total Value of Blue Crab Landings in NC, 2001-2011 
 

 
 

Table 2.  Sensitivity analysis of estimated reductions in blue crab landings for a 
“moderate” management level. 

Percent of Total Blue 
Crab Landings Reduced 

Estimated Value of 
Landings Reduction  

1% $213,000 

2% $426,000 

3% $638,000 

4% $851,000 

5% $1,064,000 
 

Under the most extreme scenario, where “elevated” management actions are put in place, the 
total reduction in the commercial catch is estimated to be five to ten percent of total landings 
based on commercial catch sampling data from DMF.  This will vary with the severity of 
measures implemented in regard to restricting the catch of blue crabs.  Based on 2011 landings 
and the same assumptions as above, this would equate to a reduction (cost) in blue crab 
landings valued at about $1.3 to $2.1 million (see Table 3).   
 

Table 3.  Sensitivity analysis of estimated reductions in blue crab landings for an 
“elevated” management level. 

Percent of Total Blue 
Crab Landings Reduced 

Estimated Value of 
Landings Reduction1  

6% $1,277,000 

7% $1,490,000 

8% $1,703,000 

9% $1,915,000 

10% $2,128,000 
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The cost estimates provided in Tables 2 and 3 should be viewed as conservatively high, as 
these restrictive management options would only occur if the blue crab stock were in a depleted 
and unviable condition for more than three years.  This would be determined by the adult 
abundance and/or production indices remaining above the 50% quartile for at least three 
consecutive years.  The depleted stock condition would most likely have dropped commercial 
landings below their 2011 value, which occurred under a stock condition that was deemed 
viable.  Therefore, while the estimates provided are based on the best available data, they are 
likely inflated in respect to the actual costs that will occur should the management measures be 
triggered by a depleted stock condition.  Furthermore, should the blue crab stock remain viable, 
no management measures will be triggered, thereby incurring no cost at all from the proposed 
rule changes. 
 
Analysis: 
The estimated net present value of the proposed rule changes under “moderate” and “elevated” 
management levels can be seen in Tables 4 and 5 below.  There is no attempt to quantify 
benefits incurred from the rule amendments, due to the extreme range of benefits that may 
occur.  As a result, only costs are included in the analysis.  For cost analysis in the “moderate” 
management level, the upper limit of five percent catch reduction in the blue crab fishery is used 
to estimate annual costs ($1,064,000).  For the “elevated” management level, the upper limit of 
10 percent catch reduction in the blue crab fishery is used to estimate costs ($2,128,000).   
 
Table 4. Estimated net present value of proposed rule changes under a “moderate” 

management level. 

Fiscal Year 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 

Year  0 1 2 3 4 

Inflation   0.02 0.04 0.06 0.08 

Costs            

Reduction in catch from 
adaptive management $0 $0 $0 

$1,127,840  $1,150,397  

Total Costs $0 $0 $0 $1,127,840  $1,150,397  

            

Benefits *           

Increased crab catch from 
improving crab population $0 $0 $0 $0 unquantified 

Total Benefits $0 $0 $0 $0 unquantified 

            

Net Impact (benefits-
costs) $0 $0 $0 

($1,127,840) ($1,150,397) 

Total Impact 
(benefits+costs) $0 $0 $0 

$1,127,840  $1,150,397  

Net Present Value ($1,680,641) 
    *Benefits, while likely, are not included in this analysis due to the extreme possible range that they may 

occur.  
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Table 5. Estimated net present value of proposed rule changes under an “elevated” 
management level. 

Fiscal Year 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 

Year  0 1 2 3 4 

Inflation   0.02 0.04 0.06 0.08 

Costs            

Reduction in catch from 
adaptive management $0 $0 $0 

$2,255,680  $2,300,794  

Total Costs $0 $0 $0 $2,255,680  $2,300,794  

            

Benefits *           

Increased crab catch from 
improving crab population $0 $0 $0 $0 unquantified 

Total Benefits $0 $0 $0 $0 unquantified 

            

Net Impact (benefits-
costs) $0 $0 $0 

($2,255,680) ($2,300,794) 

Total Impact 
(benefits+costs) $0 $0 $0 

$2,255,680  $2,300,794  

Net Present Value ($3,361,282) 
    *Benefits, while likely, are not included in this analysis due to the extreme possible range that they may 

occur.  

 
Since management measures will not occur before the third full year after implementation of the 
proposed rule change due to the adaptive management framework, all costs are in year three 
and year four of the analysis.  These costs are inflated at a rate of two percent per year above 
the costs listed in Tables 2 and 3 to account for expected inflation.  In year three of the analysis, 
affected fishermen may bear the costs of reduced catch if the adaptive management measures 
are triggered by a declining stock abundance.  Under the assumptions of an inflation rate of two 
percent per year and a discount rate of seven percent, the five-year net present value of the 
cost of the rule amendments is estimated to be approx. $1.7 and $3.4 million for a “moderate” 
management level an “elevated” management level, respectively (Tables 4 and 5). 
 
Alternative options to the current version of the proposed adaptive management plan include 
remaining with the current management of blue crab, status quo, or moving management 
options between the “moderate” and “elevated” levels.  The status quo of current blue crab 
management was not chosen as the preferred option as there have been concerns that current 
management does not do enough to preserve the blue crab stock and fishery in the long term.  
There has been some apprehension from fisheries managers and blue crab fishermen that the 
stock may be vulnerable to decline and new management measures should be put in place to 
address this issue, hence the development of the adaptive management approach.  Within this 
approach, the management options are designated to fall within the “moderate” and “elevated” 
levels through a great deal of input from DMF staff, the Blue Crab FMP Advisory Committee, the 
Marine Fisheries Commission, and public comment from blue crab fishermen. The options that 
may be selected within each management level could be interchangeable between levels, as an 
alternative to the proposed management approach.  This alternative option was not chosen as 
the preferred option, as the management options within the proposed adaptive management 
framework are viewed as the best approach to properly address the severity of a decline in the 
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health of the blue crab stock while taking into account and mitigating the impacts that these 
measures may have on blue crab fishermen and the fishery.        
 
Substantial Impact Declaration: 
The proposed rule changes may have a “substantial” economic impact in the future.  There will 
be no impact at the time that the rule changes go into place, as the blue crab stock is currently 
not considered depleted under the adaptive management framework, therefore there are no 
management actions that will be triggered.  Should the blue crab stock see a sustained decline 
(at least three consecutive years), management actions will be triggered and one or more of the 
management measures (listed in Table 1) may be implemented to help rebuild the blue crab 
stock to a viable status.  These management measures will incur costs within the blue crab 
fishery and have the ability to be above the “substantial” impact threshold of $500,000.  It is 
important to note that three consecutive years of decline are required to trigger a management 
action; one year of improved characteristics above the thresholds resets the clock and prevents 
the need to implement management actions.  Over the timeline examined (1987-2009) when 
developing the traffic light stock assessment and adaptive management approach, there was 
not a time when any of the proposed management measures would have been triggered.  The 
last year of complied data (2009) indicated that the “production” characteristic was below the 
50% quartile, however the “adult abundance” characteristic was between the 50% to 75% 
quartiles.  While data has not been compiled for the most recent years, preliminary analysis 
indicates that the stock is still healthy and most likely in a viable status for both indices.    
 
While these rule changes have the ability to incur costs above the “substantial” impact 
threshold, this would only occur due to a sustained, noticeable decline in the blue crab stock.  
This decline will likely negatively impact blue crab landings.  A severe decline in the stock 
triggering an “elevated” management level will likely see a severe loss in landings.  The majority 
of the overall reduction in landings will likely occur from the event triggering the decline in blue 
crab abundance (such as a natural disaster or extreme weather event), rather than the 
management measures that are put in place to restore the blue crab population to a viable 
status.  
 
Furthermore, it is worth noting that estimated costs are based on the most recent blue crab 
landings available (2011).  While other data are not available, as future landings may be highly 
variable and extremely difficult to estimate with any certainty, these landings are likely well 
above those from a depleted stock and should be considered unrealistically high as a 
benchmark.  As mentioned, the current status of the blue crab stock is considered to be viable 
with no management actions currently needed.  Should the stock remain steady or improve, 
there will be no actions triggered, thereby not incurring any costs or benefits at all.  This likely 
situation may render the “substantial” declaration impractical; however, given the high value of 
the fishery as a whole and the variability in the analysis, this high estimate provides a ceiling to 
the academic potential of the adaptive management framework for the blue crab fishery.  
       
       

8. Peeler Escape Ring Exemptions (15A NCAC 03J .0301; 15A NCAC 03L .0206) 
 
Summary: 
Proposed changes add supplemental specifications and develop baiting criteria for use of hard 
crab pots to harvest peeler crabs.  In addition, this proposal would repeal 15A NCAC 03L. 0206 
and relocated this content to 15A NCAC 03J .0301 and 03L .0201 for better organization.  
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Purpose of Rules: 
Peeler crab harvest with both hard crab and peeler pots takes place in all months of the year.  
However, according to the NCDMF Trip Ticket Database, the vast majority of the harvest takes 
place from April to June (81%) with the predominant harvest in May (57%).  During the principal 
spring peeler season, many crabbers simultaneously set and tend stands of both peeler and 
hard crab pots. These crabbers sometimes set twice the normal amount of gear during peeler 
season, taking up additional water area and potentially causing conflict among crabbers and 
other user groups. 
 
Existing rule criteria for exempting peeler pots from the escape ring requirements establish that 
peeler pots with a mesh size less than 1 1/2 inches shall be exempt from the escape ring 
requirement.  These escape rings are aimed at protecting small male and immature female 
crabs in the hard crab fishery by allowing these crabs to exit a trap.  “Peeler” crabs are crabs 
that are about to shed their hard exoskeleton and many are often small enough to exit through 
escape rings.  Crabbers targeting peeler crabs use unbaited pots and pots baited with a male 
crab during the relatively short two to three month peeler season.  Rather than using the current 
criterion of mesh size of pots, which can be quite variable by manufacturer, type of wire coating, 
and method of measurement, using the criterion of the pot baiting method employed by the 
crabber allows for better and more consistent enforcement of intent to capture peeler crabs.  
Thus, this rule clarifies that unbaited pots and pots baited with a male blue crab are clearly 
intended for harvest of peeler crabs.    
 
Basic Economic Impact: 
Implementation of this rule will yield an economic benefit for the commercial fishermen who wish 
to employ this more liberal and less complicated interpretation of intent for crab pots deployed 
during the spring peeler crab fishery.  The rule change will eliminate the need for separate types 
of crab pots.  In 2011, there were 191 participants in the peeler pot fishery.  The actual 
economic impact is unknown as it is uncertain how many crabbers will adopt the new optional 
allowance.  This rule change is not expected to affect crab harvest, but rather will provide more 
flexibility with gear requirements for fishermen targeting peeler crabs, thereby reducing gear 
cost and increasing profitability for some commercial blue crab fishermen. 
 
Benefits: 
Implementation of this rule change will yield an overall benefit to the commercial crab fishermen 
by enhancing the ability to harvest peeler crabs from hard crab pots, reduce the number of pots 
employed in the fishing operations during the principle peeler crab season, reduce replacement 
costs associated with the less durable, non-coated wire peeler pots, and eliminate the need to 
purchase peeler-specific pots.  This will increase the profitability of commercial crab harvest by 
allowing fishermen to purchase and actively fish less gear to maintain the same level of harvest.  
There will not be any required replacement of gear, however, when traditional peeler pots are in 
need of replacement due to damage, a commercial crabber will have the option to purchase 
traditional crab pots that can be used in multiple crab fisheries, including the peeler crab fishery.  
It is estimated that a traditional crab pot typically costs approximately $10 more per pot than a 
peeler pot, however a longer useable lifespan has.         

Costs: 

There are no costs associated with the proposed rule changes.  Closure of escape rings is 
completely optional under the proposed rules.  Furthermore, traditional peeler crab pots will still 
be an allowable gear should fishermen decide to keep fishing these types of pots.  The 
proposed rules require no additional financial burden to be placed on commercial crabbers.    
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Substantial Impact Declaration: 
The proposed rule changes related to this subject do not have a substantial economic impact. 
 
 

9. Terrapin Excluder Devices (15A NCAC 03L .0204) 
 
Summary: 
Proposed rule changes establish the Fisheries Director’s proclamation authority for addressing 
possible seasonal and regional requirements for terrapin excluder devices in crab pots fished in 
areas of high diamondback terrapin abundance. Crab pots represent one of the most significant 
sources of mortality for diamondback terrapins. The N.C. Marine Fisheries Commission (MFC) 
selected the proposed rule change as a preferred management strategy for the Blue Crab 
Fishery Management Plan on February 23, 2011.  
 
Purpose of Rules: 
Diamondback terrapins are listed by the N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission (WRC) as a North 
Carolina species of ”special concern” statewide and as a federal "species of concern" in Dare, 
Pamlico and Carteret counties in North Carolina.  While diamondback terrapins face several 
anthropogenic sources of fatality, one of the significant sources of mortality for diamondback 
terrapins is being trapped and drowned in crab pots. While it is unknown how many 
diamondback terrapins drown each year in crab pots, a single pot may entrap dozens of 
terrapins in just a few days, particularly during the spring mating period when numerous males 
are attracted to females.  In addition, abandoned or “ghost” pots continue to catch and kill 
terrapins and other marine life for months.  There is a great deal of seasonality and regional 
variability in the entrapment of diamond terrapins in crab pots. 
  
The proposed rule changes establish proclamation authority to require the use of terrapin 
excluder devices in crab pots fished in specific areas and at specific time periods.  These areas 
and times will be determined by N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries (DMF) staff in relation to 
terrapin abundance and the likelihood of a terrapin interaction.  Proposed regions and seasons 
will be presented to the MFC and various MFC advisory committees for concurrence prior to the 
issuance of a proclamation.  Overall, it is expected that less than 10 percent of all fishable 
waters inhabited by blue crabs will be impacted.   
 
This rule amendment was prompted by concerns from environmental/wildlife groups and other 
state agencies. The diamondback terrapin is listed as a Special Concern species by the WRC, 
making it protected under state regulations. Due to continued declines in diamondback terrapins 
populations in many areas, the WRC Scientific Council on Amphibians and Reptiles (SCAR) is 
evaluating changing the listing of the diamondback terrapin to Threatened, which would be more 
severe than their current listing. The MFC has been considering the issue since 2004 when it 
approved the last amendment to the N.C. Blue Crab Fishery Management Plan. At that time, 
members wanted more research on the issue before taking additional measures to protect 
turtles.       
 
Stakeholders have commented on this proposal and several provisions, including the site-
specific nature of the proclamation authority, were added to minimize any burden on commercial 
and recreational fishers. In accordance with the N.C. Blue Crab Fishery Management Plan, 
areas, seasons, the spatial distribution of diamondback terrapins, and other parameters related 
to the potential requirement to use terrapin excluder devices in pots will be evaluated by DMF 
and various MFC advisory committees with approval from the MFC prior to the issuance of a 
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proclamation by the Fisheries Director.  The proposed rule changes provide an additional tool 
that may be necessary to protect terrapins from drowning in crab pots.  Measures to be 
implemented in the rule were created through a collaboration of blue crab fishers and DMF staff. 
 
Basic Impact: 
The cost of the proposed rule changes would be in the form of expenses to the fishermen who 
must purchase terrapin excluder devices, as well as possible reductions in blue crab harvest 
due to these devices, if a proclamation is issued.  While difficult to quantify, there would be 
benefits from increased populations of diamondback terrapins, thereby creating a more 
balanced ecosystem and increased biodiversity, as well as the increased existence value to 
those that appreciate the terrapin.  These issues are discussed in greater detail below. 
 
Benefits: 
Protecting the diamondback terrapin population is part of the WRC’s Wildlife Action Plan. 
Implementation of the proposed rule change would help protect and possibly rebuild 
diamondback terrapin populations in the state of North Carolina, in accordance with this plan. 
While difficult to quantify, there would be public benefits from increased populations of 
diamondback terrapins due to a more balanced ecosystem and increased biodiversity, as well 
as the increased existence value to those that appreciate the terrapin. Visitors to the state who 
engage in wildlife observation and other terrapin protection efforts along the east coast also may 
benefit from this policy change as well. 
 
Costs: 
Costs would be incurred by blue crab fishermen through the purchase and installation of 
terrapin excluder devices as well as the reduced catch of legal-sized crabs that may result from 
the use of the terrapin excluder devices.  
 
The average cost of the terrapin excluder devices is $0.50 per device.  Based on various 
studies examining the impact on crab catch of terrapin excluder devices, the change in legal-
sized blue crab catch with the use of the devices has been observed between +32.9 percent 
and -26.6 percent.3,3  The overall average change in landings across these studies was a 
decrease in legal catch of approximately 8 percent.   
 
The realized costs, on an individual basis, may be less than one hundred dollars to over one 
thousand dollars, depending on the number of pots fished and the experienced reduction in 
legal crab catch.  DMF trip tickets indicate that in 2011, the average number of commercial crab 
pots fished per trip was 252 pots.  Assuming all of these were to be fished in an area requiring 
terrapin excluder devices, the total cost of purchasing the devices would be approximately $151 
for the average affected commercial crabber.  Overall, there were 835 participants in the North 
Carolina crab pot fishery in 2011 according to DMF trip ticket data.  Multiplying the number of 
participants (approx. 850 participants) by the average cost per affected participant ($150) gives 
an estimated cost of $127,500 if terrapin excluder devices were to be required in all state 
waters.  This is unreasonably high, as the affected areas are expected to be less than 10 
percent of total fishable waters inhabited by blue crabs.  Applying the rational of the upper 

                                                           
3
 Cole, R.V. and T. E. Helser.  2001.  “Effect of four by-catch reduction devices on diamondback terrapin 

(Malaclemys terrapin) capture and blue crab (Callinectes sapidus) harvest in the Delaware estuary”.  
North American Journal of Fisheries Management 21: 825-833. 
3
 Guillory, V. and P. Prejean.  1998.  “Effect of terrapin excluder devices on blue crab, Callinectes 

sapidus, trap catches”.  Mar Fisheries Review 60(1): 38-40. 
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estimate of 10 percent coverage, the estimated total costs of purchasing terrapin excluder 
devices is expected to be approximately $13,000. 
 
Opportunity costs incurred from time spent installing terrapin excluder devices should also be 
considered. It is estimated that the terrapin excluders can be installed in four crab pots per hour.  
Applying this assumption to the average number of crab pots (252 pots), leads to an estimated 
63 hours per crabber spent to install devices in all crab pots.  Applying the appropriate hourly 
wage4 of $11.62 to the estimated time spent (63 hours) installing the excluder devices and the 
total number of participants (approx. 850 participants), an approximate opportunity cost of 
$620,000 would be incurred if all fishable waters were to be impacted by the proposed rule 
changes.  Since it is expected that no more than 10 percent of fishable waters will be impacted, 
the estimated realized opportunity cost will be $62,000.        
 
The exact areas that may be impacted by this rule change are unknown, as it was the intention 
of crab fishers and DMF to extensively examine terrapin distribution before utilizing 
proclamation authority to mandate the use of terrapin excluder devices in any state waters.  As 
a result, the exact reduction in catch is very difficult to estimate.  Table 6 offers a sensitivity 
analysis of possible landings reductions. The calculation is based on the percent of the total 
fishable area inhabited by blue crabs that may be impacted by mandatory terrapin excluders 
(estimated between 0.1% to 10%), the estimated percent of reduction in value of blue crab 
landings (8%), and the estimated total value of landings.  Total ex-vessel value of landings for 
2011 pot-caught crabs in North Carolina was $21,251,342, so with the assumption that landings 
are generally going to stay around the same level, a $21,000,000 total value of landings was 
used in the computation of the sensitivity analysis.  Based on these assumptions, the largest 
expected reduction in blue crab catch due to the proposed rules changes is $170,011.       
 
Table 6.  Sensitivity analysis of estimated reductions in blue crab landings for various 

levels of mandated coverage of terrapin excluders   

Total Fishable 
Area Impacted 

Estimated Reduction 
in Landings Value 

0.1% $1,680  

0.5% $8,400  

1% $16,800  

2% $33,600  

5% $84,000  

10% $168,000  

 
The estimated net present value of the proposed rule amendments can be seen in Table 7 
below.  There are no quantifiable benefits anticipated for the rule amendments, therefore only 
costs are included in the analysis.  For cost analysis, the upper limit of 10 percent coverage of 
all fishable waters inhabited by blue crabs was used to estimate total costs.  In the initial year, 
affected fishermen will bear the costs of purchasing and installing the terrapin excluder devices 
as well as possible reductions in landings.  Future years in a five-year time horizon will mostly 
include costs from reduced landings.  Costs in Table 7 are based on total annual costs (direct 

                                                           
4
 2011 median hourly wage for farming, fishing, and forestry occupations in North Carolina according to 

the US Department of Labor Bureau of Labor Statistics. http://www.bls.gov/oes/current/oes_nc.htm#45-
0000. 
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costs and opportunity costs) of purchasing, installing and fishing with the installed terrapin 
excluder devices and are estimated to be about $243,000 (equipment costs, opportunity costs, 
and reduced landings) for the first year followed by reduced landings only for subsequent years.  
Under the assumptions of an inflation rate of 2 percent per year and a discount rate of 7 
percent, the five-year net present value of the cost of the rule amendments is estimated to be 
about $800,000. 
 
Table 7. Estimated costs and net present value of proposed rule changes  
 

Estimated Costs and Benefits Associated with Proposed Rule 15A NCAC 03L .0204 

Fiscal Year 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 

Year Number 0 1 2 3 4 

Inflation   0.02 0.04 0.06 0.08 

Costs            

Purchase terrapin 
excluder devices $13,000 $0 $0 $0 $0 

Install excluder 
devices $62,000 $0 $0 $0 $0 

Reduction in landings $168,000  $171,000  $175,000  $178,000  $181,000  

Total Costs $243,000  $171,000  $175,000  $178,000  $181,000  

            

Benefits   unquantified unquantified Unquantified unquantified unquantified 

Total Benefits 0 0 0 0 0 

            

Net Impact (benefits-
costs) ($243,000) ($171,000) ($175,000) ($178,000) ($181,000) 

Total Impact 
(benefits+costs) $243,000  $171,000  $175,000  $178,000  $181,000  

 Net Present Value ($784,159) 
     

In accordance with the N.C. Blue Crab Fishery Management Plan, areas, seasons, the spatial 
distribution of diamondback terrapins, and other parameters related to the potential requirement 
to use terrapin excluder devices in pots will be evaluated by DMF and various MFC advisory 
committees with approval from the MFC prior to the issuance of a proclamation by the Fisheries 
Director.  Enforcement duties may increase slightly, however this is also difficult to estimate, as 
the areas that may be impacted are unknown at this time.  Overall marginal increases in 
enforcement costs are expected to be minimal.  Due to the expected minimal changes in 
enforcement costs and great uncertainly in area coverage covered by the mandatory terrapin 
excluder devices, enforcement costs are not factored into the cost analysis.   
 
Overall realized costs are expected to be low if terrapin excluder devices are required to be 
implemented.  After discussing the creation of this rule during the most recent Blue Crab Fishery 
Management Plan amendment process, crab fishermen and staff intend any excluder device 
requirements to be limited to very small areas that exhibit high terrapin interactions.  
Additionally, these requirements are highly likely to be seasonal, allowing crabbers to fish 
without these devices through most of the season.  It is the intention of the DMF to work very 
closely with crabbers to minimize any financial impacts that may occur should terrapin excluder 
devices be made mandatory. Furthermore, this proclamation authority may not be invoked, 
thereby creating no costs at all. 
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Substantial Impact Declaration: 
The proposed rule changes related to this subject do not have a substantial economic impact. 
 
 

10. Pungo River Pot Area Opening (15A NCAC 03R .0107) 
 
Summary: 
Proposed changes remove the restriction on eight areas where the use of crab pots is currently 
prohibited in the Pungo River, a tributary of the Pamlico River.  These areas were closed as a 
conflict resolution to allow commercial fishermen using fishing gears that are not compatible 
with crab pots to effectively use the area.  The use of these gears that are not compatible with 
crab pots has greatly decreased in these areas; therefore, several of the non-pot area 
designations are now unnecessary.  The proposed changes effectively open these areas to the 
use of pots by removing the area descriptions from the portion of the rule that lists where pots 
shall not be set.  The increase in the value of the Pungo River blue crab pot fishery is estimated 
to be approximately $33,400 based on an approximate five percent increase over 2011 pot-
caught blue crab landings of $668,009.   
 
Changes to designated pot areas in the Pungo River are designed to aid in public clarity of rules 
as well as aid in the enforcement of these areas by making more easily recognized boundaries.  
Changes to the designated pot area will be minimal and are not expected to impact fishing 
activities.    
 
Purpose of Rules: 
The Division of Marine Fisheries (DMF) received requests from several crab fishermen to allow 
pots in some of the current non-pot areas of the Pungo and Pamlico rivers.  Crab potters 
communicated they should be allowed to use pots in these areas since activity by other 
commercial fisheries (long haul, crab trawl and gill net) is either greatly diminished or prohibited.  
Since the early 1980s, long haul fishing activity has substantially declined and the designated 
non-crab pot areas have not been used as haul areas.  In a similar fashion the crab trawl fishery 
in the area has also declined.  Competition with shrimp trawlers is no longer a concern either as 
Rules 15A NCAC 03L .0103 and 03R .0114, effective July 2006, prohibited shrimp trawling in 
areas of Pungo and Pamlico rivers. 
 
Circumstances have changed since the implementation of the non-pot areas and competition 
between and among the various commercial fisheries has declined significantly.  Therefore, rule 
changes are proposed to remove the restriction on eight areas in the Pungo River where the 
use of crab pots is currently prohibited.  The Long Point non-pot area of the Pamlico River will 
remain as currently classified due to potential conflicts with recreational uses near a public 
beach.   
 
Additional proposed changes square off other designated areas in the Pungo River to increase 
public clarity of where the use of pots is permitted and for ease of enforcement.  The difference 
in area from these changes is negligible and is not expected to impact fishing or regular 
enforcement operations.    
 
Basic Economic Impact: 
The economic impacts of this rule change will occur due to expected increases in the 
commercial catch of blue crabs from the Pungo River.  The proposed rule changes will increase 
the total area available to fish crab pots in the Pungo River by approximately five percent.  
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Applying the assumption of a one-to-one linear relationship of increased area to increased 
catch, the DMF anticipates that the value of the blue crab catch will increase by approximately 
five percent.  There are no significant costs expected to occur as a result of these rule changes, 
as the use of other commercial gears in the impacted areas that may conflict with crab pots is 
largely non-existent. 
The economic impact of the proposed rule changes in the Pungo River designated pot areas 
aimed at squaring off area boundaries are difficult to quantify, as they will yield less tangible 
impacts.  There are no expected costs associated with these rule change; however, there will be 
benefits to the public and law enforcement through more clearly marked boundaries of 
designated pot areas.      
 

Benefits: 
The proposed rule changes to designated pot areas in the Pungo River will allow crab potters to 
increase the area where their gear can be fished, thereby increasing their catch and related 
revenue.  There are multiple variables that impact the blue crab catch from year to year, 
however it is assumed that the five percent increase in total area available to fish crab pots will 
lead to an approximate five percent overall increase in landings from the crab pot fishery of the 
Pungo River.  The increase in the value of the Pungo River crab pot fishery is estimated to be 
approximately $33,400 based on an approximate five percent increase over 2011 crab pot 
landings of $668,009 according to the DMF trip ticket database.      
 
Additional benefits of the proposed rule changes in the designated pot areas of the Pungo River 
will be incurred by the public as well as law enforcement through more clearly marked 
boundaries of designated pot areas. 
 
Costs: 
There are no significant costs associated with the proposed rule changes to designated pot 
areas in the Pungo River.  It is possible that there may be some reduction in the catch of 
remaining commercial fishermen using gears that conflict with crab pots in the relatively small 
areas listed in the proposed rule change.  However, the Division of Marine Fisheries expects 
these conflicts to be almost nonexistent due to significant reductions in the use of these gears in 
the area and the small area affected by the proposed rule change.   
 
Substantial Impact Declaration: 
The proposed rule changes related to this subject do not have a substantial economic impact. 
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APPENDIX A  
Proposed Rule Changes 

 
 
15A NCAC 03J .0104 TRAWL NETS 

(a)  It is unlawful to possess aboard a vessel while using a trawl in internal waters more than 500 pounds of finfish 

from December 1 through February 28 and 1,000 pounds of finfish from March 1 through November 30. 

(b)  It is unlawful to use trawl nets: 

(1) In internal coastal waters, from 9:00 p.m. on Friday through 5:00 p.m. on Sunday, except that in 

the areas listed in Subparagraph (b)(5) of this Rule, trawling is prohibited from December 1 

through February 28 from one hour after sunset on Friday to one hour before sunrise on 

Monday.Monday; 

(2) For the taking of oysters; 

(3) In Albemarle Sound, Currituck Sound, and their tributaries, west of a line beginning on the south 

shore of Long Point at a point 36° 02.4910' N - 75° 44.2140' W; running southerly to the north 

shore on Roanoke Island to a point 35° 56.3302' N - 75° 43.1409' W; running northwesterly to 

Caroon Point to a point 35° 57.2255' N - 75° 48.3324' W; 

(4) In the areas described in 15A NCAC 03R .0106, except that the Fisheries Director may, by 

proclamation, open the area designated in Item (6) (1) of 15A NCAC 03R .0106 to peeler crab 

trawling; 

(5) From December 1 through February 28 from one hour after sunset to one hour before sunrise in 

the following areas: 

(A) In Pungo River, north of a line beginning on Currituck Point at a point 35° 24.5833' N-

76° 32.3166' W; running southwesterly to Wades Point to a point 35° 23.3062' N-76° 

34.5135' W; 

(B) In Pamlico River, west of a line beginning on Wades Point at a point 35° 23.3062' N – 

76° 34.5135' W; running southwesterly to Fulford Point to a point 35° 19.8667' N – 76° 

35.9333' W; 

(C) In Bay River, west of a line beginning on Bay Point at a point 35° 11.0858' N – 76° 

31.6155' W; running southerly to Maw Point to a point 35° 09.0214' N – 76° 32.2593' W; 

(D) In Neuse River, west of a line beginning on the Minnesott side of the Neuse River Ferry 

at a point 34° 57.9116' N – 76° 48.2240' W; running southerly to the Cherry Branch side 

of the Neuse River Ferry to a point 34° 56.3658' N – 76° 48.7110' W; and 

(E) In New River, all waters upstream of the N.C. Highway 172 Bridge when opened by 

proclamation; and 

(6) In designated pot areas opened to the use of pots by 15A NCAC 03J .0301(a)(2) and described in 

15A NCAC 03R .0107(a)(5), (a)(6), (a)(7), (a)(8) and (a)(9) within an area bound by the shoreline 

to the depth of six feet. 
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(c)  Minimum mesh sizes for shrimp and crab trawls are presented in 15A NCAC 03L .0103 and .0202. 

(d)  The Fisheries Director may, with prior consent of the Marine Fisheries Commission, by proclamation, require 

bycatch reduction devices or codend modifications in trawl nets to reduce the catch of finfish that do not meet size 

limits or are unmarketable as individual foodfish by reason of size. 

(e)  It is unlawful to use shrimp trawls for recreational purposes unless the trawl is marked by attaching to the 

codend (tailbag), one floating buoy, any shade of hot pink in color, which shall be of solid foam or other solid 

buoyant material no less than five inches in diameter and no less than five inches in length.  The owner shall always 

be identified on the buoy by using an engraved buoy or by attaching engraved metal or plastic tags to the buoy.  

Such identification shall include owner's last name and initials and if a vessel is used, one of the following: 

(1) Gear owner's current motor boat registration number; or 

(2) Owner's U.S. vessel documentation name. 

(f)  It is unlawful to use shrimp trawls for the taking of blue crabs in internal waters, except that it shall be 

permissible to take or possess blue crabs incidental to shrimp trawling in accordance with the following limitations: 

(1) For individuals using shrimp trawls authorized by a Recreational Commercial Gear License, 50 

blue crabs, not to exceed 100 blue crabs if two or more Recreational Commercial Gear License 

holders are on board. 

(2) For commercial operations, crabs may be taken incidental to lawful shrimp trawl operations 

provided that the weight of the crabs shall not exceed: 

(A) 50 percent of the total weight of the combined crab and shrimp catch; or 

(B) 300 pounds, whichever is greater. 

(g)  The Fisheries Director may, by proclamation, close any area to trawling for specific time periods in order to 

secure compliance with this Rule. 

 

Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-173; 113-182; 113-221; 113-221.1; 143B-289.52 

 

15A NCAC 03J .0301 POTS 

(a)  It is unlawful to use pots except during time periods and in areas specified herein: 

(1) In Coastal Fishing Waters from December 1 through May 31, except that all pots shall be removed 

from internal waters from January 15 through February 7.  Fish pots upstream of U.S. 17 Bridge 

across Chowan River and upstream of a line across the mouth of Roanoke, Cashie, Middle and 

Eastmost Rivers to the Highway 258 Bridge are exempt from the January 15 through February 7 

removal requirement.  The Fisheries Director may, by proclamation, reopen various waters to the 

use of pots after January 19 if it is determined that such waters are free of pots. 

(2) From June 1 through November 30, north and east of the Highway 58 Bridge at Emerald Isle: 

(A) In areas described in 15A NCAC 03R .0107(a); 
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(B) To allow for the variable spatial distribution of crustacea and finfish, the Fisheries 

Director may, by proclamation, specify time periods for or designate the areas described 

in 15A NCAC 03R .0107(b); or any part thereof, for the use of pots. 

(3) From May 1 through November 30 in the Atlantic Ocean and west and south of the Highway 58 

Bridge at Emerald Isle in areas and during time periods designated by the Fisheries Director by 

proclamation. 

The Fisheries Director may, by proclamation authority established in 15A NCAC 03L .0201, further restrict the use 

of pots to take blue crabs. 

(b)  It is unlawful to use pots: 

(1) in any navigation channel marked by State or Federal agencies; or 

(2) in any turning basin maintained and marked by the North Carolina Ferry Division. 

(c)  It is unlawful to use pots in a commercial fishing operation unless each pot is marked by attaching a floating 

buoy which shall be of solid foam or other solid buoyant material and no less than five inches in diameter and no 

less than five inches in length.  Buoys may be of any color except yellow or hot pink or any combination of colors 

that include yellow or hot pink.  The owner shall always be identified on the attached buoy by using engraved buoys 

or by engraved metal or plastic tags attached to the buoy.  Such identification shall include one of the following: 

(1) gear owner's current motorboat registration number; or 

(2) gear owner's U.S. vessel documentation name; or 

(3) gear owner's last name and initials. 

(d)  Pots attached to shore or a pier shall be exempt from Subparagraphs (a)(2) and (a)(3) of this Rule. 

(e)  It is unlawful to use shrimp pots with mesh lengths smaller than one and one-fourth one-fourths inches stretch or 

five-eights inch five-eighths-inch bar. 

(f)  It is unlawful to use eel pots with mesh sizes smaller than one inch by one-half inch unless such pots contain an 

escape panel that is at least four inches square with a mesh size of 1 one inch by one-half inch located in the outside 

panel of the upper chamber of rectangular pots and in the rear portion of cylindrical pots, except that not more than 

two eel pots per fishing operation with a mesh of any size may be used to take eels for bait. 

(g)  It is unlawful to use crab pots in coastal fishing waters unless each pot contains no less than two unobstructed 

escape rings that are at least 2 5/16 two and five-sixteenths inches inside diameter and located in the opposite 

outside panels of the upper chamber of the pot.  Peeler pots with a mesh size less than 1 1/2 inches shall be pot, 

except the following are exempt from the escape ring requirements.requirements: 

(1) Unbaited pots; 

(2) Pots baited with a male crab; and 

(3) Pots set in areas and during time periods described in 15A NCAC 03R .0118. 

(h)  The Fisheries Director may, by proclamation, exempt the escape ring requirement requirements described in 

Paragraph (g) of this Rule in order to allow the harvest of peeler crabs or mature female crabs and may impose any 

or all of the following restrictions: 

(1) Specify areas, andareas; 
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(2) Specify time.time periods; and 

(3) Specify means and methods. 

(h)(i)  It is unlawful to use more than 150 crab pots per vessel in Newport River. 

(i)(j)  It is unlawful to remove crab pots from the water or remove crabs from crab pots between one hour after 

sunset and one hour before sunrise. 

(j)(k)  User Conflicts: 

(1) In order to address user conflicts, the Fisheries Director may by proclamation impose any or all of 

the following restrictions: 

(A) Specify time period;areas; 

(B) Specify areas; andtime periods; and 

(C) Specify means and methods. 

The Fisheries Director shall hold a public meeting in the affected area before issuance of such 

proclamation. 

(2) Any person(s) desiring user conflict resolution may make such request in writing addressed to the 

Director of the Division of Marine Fisheries.  Such requests shall contain the following 

information: 

(A) A map of the affected area including an inset vicinity map showing the location of the 

area with detail sufficient to permit on-site identification and location; 

(B) Identification of the user conflict causing a need for user conflict resolution; 

(C) Recommended solution for resolving user conflict; and 

(D) Name and address of the person(s) requesting user conflict resolution. 

(3) Upon the requestor's demonstration of a user conflict to the Fisheries Director and within 90 days 

of the receipt of the information required in Subparagraph (j)(k)(2) of this Rule, the Fisheries 

Director shall issue a public notice of intent to address a user conflict.  A public meeting shall be 

held in the area of the user conflict.  The requestor shall present his or her request at the public 

meeting, and other parties affected may participate. 

(4) The Fisheries Director shall deny the request or submit a proclamation that addresses the results of 

the public meeting to the Marine Fisheries Commission for their approval. 

(5) Proclamations issued under Subparagraph (j)(k)(1) of this Rule shall suspend appropriate rules or 

portions of rules under 15A NCAC 03R .0107 as specified in the proclamation.  The provisions of 

15A NCAC 03I .0102 terminating suspension of a rule as of the next Marine Fisheries 

Commission meeting and requiring review by the Marine Fisheries Commission at the next 

meeting shall not apply to proclamations issued under Subparagraph (j)(k)(1) of this Rule. 

(k)(l)  It is unlawful to use pots to take crabs unless the line connecting the pot to the buoy is non-floating. 

(l)(m)  It is unlawful to use pots with leads or leaders to take shrimp.  For the purpose of this Rule, leads or leaders 

are defined as any fixed or stationary net or device used to direct fish into any gear used to capture fish.  Any device 

with leads or leaders used to capture fish is not a pot. 
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Authority G. S. 113-134; 113-173; 113-182; 113-221; 113-221.1; 143B-289.52 

 

15A NCAC 03L .0201 SIZE LIMIT AND CULLING TOLERANCECRAB HARVEST RESTRICTIONS 

(a)  It is unlawful to possess blue crabs less than five inches from tip of spike to tip of spike except mature females, 

soft and peeler crabs and from March 1 through October 31, and male crabs to be used as peeler bait.  A culling 

tolerance of not more than 10 percent by number in any container shall be allowed. 

(b)  All crabs not of legal size, except mature female and soft crabs shall be immediately returned to the waters from 

which taken.  Peeler crabs shall be separated where taken and placed in a separate container.  White-line peeler crabs 

shall be separated from pink and red-line peeler crabs where taken and placed in a separate container.  A culling 

tolerance of not more than five percent by number shall be allowed for white-line peelers in the pink and red-line 

peeler container.  Those peeler crabs not separated shall be deemed hard crabs and are not exempt from the size 

restrictions specified in Paragraph (a) of this Rule. 

(a)  It is unlawful to possess more than 10 percent by number in any container, male and immature female hard blue 

crabs less than five inches from tip of spike to tip of spike and to fail to return hard blue crabs not meeting this 

restriction to the waters from which taken, except the Fisheries Director may, by proclamation authority established 

in Paragraph (f) of this Rule, further restrict the harvest of blue crabs.  All blue crabs not sorted into containers as 

specified in Paragraph (b) of this Rule shall be deemed hard blue crabs for the purpose of establishing the 10 percent 

culling tolerance. 

(b)  It is unlawful to possess blue crabs less than five inches from tip of spike to tip of spike unless individuals are 

sorted to and placed in separate containers for each of the following categories: 

 (1) Soft crabs; 

 (2) Pink and red-line peeler crabs; 

 (3) White-line peeler crabs; and 

 (4) From March 1 through October 31, male crabs to be used as peeler crab bait. 

The Fisheries Director may, by proclamation authority established in Paragraph (f) of this Rule, further restrict the 

harvest of blue crabs. 

(c)  It is unlawful to possess more than five percent by number of white-line peelers in a container of pink and red-

line peelers, except the Fisheries Director may, by proclamation authority established in Paragraph (f) of this Rule, 

further restrict the harvest of blue crabs. 

(c)  The Director, may by proclamation, impose the following restrictions when the sum of the carapace widths of 

mature female blue crabs collected during the September cruise of the Division of Marine Fisheries Pamlico Sound 

Fishery Independent Trawl Survey divided by the total number of tows (adjusted catch per effort) falls below the 

lower 90 percent confidence limit for two consecutive years (spawner index): 

(1) It is unlawful to possess mature female blue crabs greater than 6¾ inches from tip of spike to tip 

of spike from September 1 through April 30.  A culling tolerance of not more than five percent by 

number in any container shall be allowed. 
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(2) It is unlawful to possess female peeler crabs greater than 5¼ inches from tip of spike to tip of 

spike from September 1 through April 30. 

(d)  It is unlawful to: 

(1) Sell white-line peelers; 

(2) Possess white-line peelers unless they are to be used in the harvester's permitted blue crab 

shedding operation; and 

(3) Possess male white-line peelers from June 1 through September 1. 

The Fisheries Director may, by proclamation authority established in Paragraph (f) of this Rule, further restrict the 

harvest of blue crabs. 

(e)  It is unlawful to possess more than 50 blue crabs per person per day, not to exceed 100 blue crabs per vessel per 

day for recreational purposes, except the Fisheries Director may, by proclamation authority established in Paragraph 

(f) of this Rule, further restrict the harvest of blue crabs. 

(f)  In order to comply with management measures adopted in the N.C. Blue Crab Fishery Management Plan, the 

Fisheries Director may, by proclamation, close the harvest of blue crabs and take the following actions for 

commercial and recreational blue crab harvest: 

(1) Specify areas; 

(2) Specify seasons; 

(3) Specify time periods; 

(4) Specify means and methods; 

(5) Specify culling tolerance; and 

(6) Specify limits on harvest based on size, quantity, sex, reproductive stage, or peeler stage. 

 

Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-182; 113-221; 113-221.1; 143B-289.52 

 

15A NCAC 03L .0202 CRAB TRAWLING 

(a)  It is unlawful to take or possess aboard a vessel crabs taken by trawl in internal waters except in areas and 

during such times as the Fisheries Director may specify by proclamation. 

(b)  It is unlawful to use any crab trawl with a mesh length less than three inches for taking hard crabs, except that 

the Fisheries Director may, by proclamation, increase the minimum mesh length to no more than four inches, and 

specify areas for crab trawl mesh size use.a trawl to take crabs that does not meet mesh length requirements, except 

as provided in 15A NCAC 03J .0104.  The minimum mesh length to take hard crabs with a trawl is three inches, 

except: 

(1) The minimum mesh length is four inches in the area of western Pamlico Sound west of a line 

beginning at a point 35° 48.3693' N - 75° 43.7232' W on Roanoke Marshes Point; running easterly 

to a point 35° 48.3000' N - 75° 37.1167' W near Beacon “1” at the southern end of Roanoke 

Island; running southerly to a point 35° 30.7500' N - 75° 40.5667' W near the “S” Beacon at Long 

Shoal; running southwesterly to a point 35° 12.6167' N - 76° 04.3833' W near the “BL” Beacon on 
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Bluff Shoal; running westerly to a point 35° 08.1000' N - 76° 17.5000' W near the “BI” Beacon at 

Brant Island Shoal; running southwesterly to a point 35° 04 .6167' N - 76° 27.8000' W on Point of 

Marsh; and 

(2) The Fisheries Director may, by proclamation, specify areas other than the area described in Sub-

Paragraph (b)(1) of this Rule for trawl mesh length use and increase the minimum trawl mesh 

length to no more than four inches to take hard crabs. 

(c)  It is unlawful to use trawls a trawl with a mesh length less than two inches or with a combined total headrope 

length exceeding 25 feet for taking soft or "peeler" crabs.to take soft or peeler crabs, except as provided in 15A 

NCAC 03J .0104. 

 

Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-182; 113-221; 113.221.1; 143B-289.52 

 

15A NCAC 03L .0203 CRAB DREDGING 

(a)  It is unlawful to take crabs with dredges except: 

(1) From January 1 through March 1 in the area of Pamlico Sound described in 15A NCAC 03R 

.0109. 15A NCAC 03R .0109; and 

(2) Crabs may be taken incidental Incidental to lawful oyster dredging operations in areas not subject 

to the exception in Subparagraph (a)(1) of this Rule provided the weight of the crabs shall not 

exceed: 

(A) 50 percent of the total weight of the combined oyster and crab catch; or 

(B) 500 pounds, whichever is less. 

The Fisheries Director may, by proclamation authority established in 15A NCAC 03L .0201, further restrict the use 

of dredges to take blue crabs. 

(b)  It is unlawful to take crabs with dredges between sunset and sunrise and between sunset on any Saturday and 

sunrise on the following Monday, except in the Atlantic Ocean. 

 

Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-182; 143B-289.52 

 

15A NCAC 03L .0204 CRAB POTS 

(a)  It is unlawful to take crabs with pots except as provided in 15A NCAC 03J .0301 and .0302.  The Fisheries 

Director may, by proclamation authority established in 15A NCAC 03L .0201, further restrict the use of pots to take 

blue crabs. 

(b)  The Fisheries Director may, by proclamation, require the use of terrapin excluder devices in each funnel 

entrance in crab pots and impose the following restrictions concerning terrapin excluder devices: 

(1) Specify areas; 

(2) Specify time periods; and 

(3) Specify means and methods. 
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Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-182; 113-221.1; 143B-289.52 

 

15A NCAC 03L .0205 CRAB SPAWNING SANCTUARIES 

(a)  It is unlawful to set or use trawls, pots, and mechanical methods for oysters or clams or take crabs with the use 

of commercial fishing equipment from the crab spawning sanctuaries described in 15A NCAC 3R .0110 15A NCAC 

03R .0110 from March 1 through August 31. 

(b)  From September 1 through February 28, theThe Fisheries Director may, by proclamation, close the designate 

additional areas as crab spawning sanctuaries and may impose any or all of the following restrictions:restrictions in 

any crab spawning sanctuary: 

(1) specify number of days; 

(2) specify areas; 

(3) specify means and methods which may be employed in the taking; 

(4) specify time period; and 

(5) limit the quantity. 

(1) Specify areas; 

(2) Specify time periods; 

(3) Specify means and methods; and 

(4) Specify limits on harvest based on size, quantity, sex, reproductive stage, or peeler stage. 

 

Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-182; 113-221; 113-221.1; 143B-289.52 

 
NOTE:  15A NCAC 03L .0206 IS PROPOSED FOR REPEAL IN ITS ENTIRETY.  THE 
REGULATIONS ARE BEING RELOCATED TO RULES 15A NCAC 03J .0301 AND 03L .0201 
FOR BETTER ORGANIZATION.  THE BODY OF THE RULE IS PROVIDED FOR 
INFORMATION ONLY. 
 
15A NCAC 03L .0206 PEELER CRABS 

(a)  It is unlawful to bait peeler pots, except with male blue crabs.  Male blue crabs to be used as peeler bait and less 

than the legal size shall be kept in a separate container, and may not be landed or sold. 

(b)  It is unlawful to possess male white line peelers from June 1 through September 1. 

(c)  It is unlawful to sell white-line peelers. 

(d)  It is unlawful to possess white-line peelers unless they are to be used by the harvester in the harvester's 

permitted blue crab shedding operation. 

(e)  Peeler crabs shall be separated where taken and placed in a separate container. 

 

Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-182; 143B-289.52 
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NOTE:  15A NCAC 03L .0209 IS PROPOSED FOR REPEAL IN ITS ENTIRETY.  THE 
REGULATIONS ARE BEING RELOCATED TO RULE 15A NCAC 03L .0201 FOR BETTER 
ORGANIZATION.  THE BODY OF THE RULE IS PROVIDED FOR INFORMATION ONLY. 
 
15A NCAC 03L .0209 RECREATIONAL HARVEST OF CRABS 

It is unlawful to possess more than 50 blue crabs per person per day, not to exceed 100 blue crabs per vessel per day, 

for recreational purposes. 

 

History Note: Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-182; 143B-289.52; 

Eff. October 1, 2008. 

 

15A NCAC 03R .0107 DESIGNATED POT AREAS 

(a)  The pot areas referenced in 15A NCAC 03J .0301(a)(2)(A) are delineated in the following coastal fishing 

waters: 

(1) In Albemarle and Currituck sounds and tributaries. 

(2) In Roanoke Sound and tributaries. 

(3) In Croatan Sound and tributaries. 

(4) In Pamlico Sound and tributaries, except areas further described in Subparagraphs (a)(5), (a)(7), 

and (a)(8) of this Rule.  Pots shall not be set within the following area described by lines: 

(A) Striking Bay - beginning on shore at a point 35° 23.7003' N - 76° 26.6951' W; running 

southeasterly to shore at a point 35° 23.3580' N - 76° 26.3777' W; running easterly along 

shore to Long Point to a point 35° 23.3380' N - 76° 26.2540' W; running southeasterly to 

Drum Point to a point 35° 22.4830' N - 76° 25.1930' W; running southerly along shore to 

Point of Narrows to a point 35° 21.9240' N - 76° 25.4080' W; running northwesterly near 

Marker "2" to a point 35° 22.4166' N - 76° 26.4833' W; running westerly to a point 35° 

22.3833' N - 76° 27.0000' W; running northerly to Short Point to a point 35° 23.3831' N - 

76° 26.9922' W; running northerly along shore to a point 35° 23.5000' N - 76° 26.9666' 

W; running northeasterly to the beginning point. 

(5) In the Pamlico River and its tributaries west of a line beginning on Willow Point at a point 35° 

22.3741' N - 76° 28.6905' W; running southerly to Pamlico Point to a point 35° 18.5882' N - 76° 

28.9625' W; pots may be used within an area bound by the shoreline to the depth of six feet, 

except areas listed in Paragraph (b) of this Rule that may be opened to the use of pots by 

proclamation and except pots shall not be set within the following areas described by lines: 

(A) Lupton Point - beginning on Lupton Point at a point 35° 25.6012' N - 76° 31.9641' W; 

running northwesterly to a point 35° 25.7333' N - 76° 32.1500' W; running southerly 

along the six foot depth to a point 35° 25.2833' N - 76° 32.3000' W; running northeasterly 

to shore to a point 35° 25.3389' N - 76° 31.9592' W; running northerly along shore to the 

beginning point. 
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(B) Green Point - beginning on shore at a point 35° 26.6478' N - 76° 33.5008' W; running 

westerly to a point 35° 26.5833' N - 76° 33.8333' W; running southeasterly along the six 

foot depth to a point 35° 26.0833' N - 76° 33.2167' W; running northerly to shore to a 

point 35° 26.4216' N - 76° 33.2856' W; running northwesterly along the shore to the 

beginning point. 

(C) July Point - beginning on shore at a point 35° 27.3667' N - 76° 33.3500' W; running 

northeasterly to a point 35° 27.5166' N - 76° 33.3000' W; running westerly along the six 

foot depth to a point 35° 27.3000' N - 76° 33.8833' W; running easterly to the beginning 

point. 

(D) Manley Point - beginning on shore at a point 35° 28.0171' N - 76° 33.3144' W; running 

northwesterly to a point 35° 28.1500' N - 76° 33.7167' W; running southeasterly along 

the six foot depth to a point 35° 27.6667' N - 76° 33.2000' W; running northwesterly to 

the beginning point. 

(E) Durants Point - beginning on shore east of Durants Point at a point 35° 30.4660' N - 76° 

33.4513' W; running northwesterly to a point 35° 30.7666' N - 76° 33.6500' W; running 

easterly along the six foot depth to a point 35° 30.8347' N - 76° 32.6529' W; running 

southwesterly to shore to a point 35° 30.4400' N - 76° 32.7897' W; running westerly 

along shore to the beginning point. 

(F) Lower Dowry Point - beginning on shore west of Lower Dowry Creek at a point 35° 

32.4334' N - 76° 35.6647' W; running southwesterly to a point 35° 32.2333' N - 76° 

35.8500' W; running easterly along the six foot depth to a point 35° 32.1166' N - 76° 

35.1166' W; running northerly to shore to a point 35° 32.4740' N - 76° 35.1017' W; 

running westerly along shore to the Inland/Coastal line on the east shore of Lower Dowry 

Creek; running westerly along the Inland/Coastal line to the west shore of Lower Dowry 

Creek; running westerly along shore to the beginning point. 

(G) Schrams Beach - beginning on shore at a point 35° 27.2222' N - 76° 36.4662' W; running 

northeasterly to a point 35° 27.2988' N - 76° 36.2600' W; running southerly along the six 

foot depth to a point 35° 26.9000' N - 76° 36.1500' W; running northwesterly to shore to 

a point 35° 27.0418' N - 76° 36.3767' W; running northerly along shore to the beginning 

point. 

(H) Grassy Point - beginning on shore at a point 35° 25.8333' N - 76° 35.6167' W; running 

northeasterly to a point 35° 25.9846' N - 76° 35.4654' W; running southerly along the six 

foot depth to a point 35° 25.7333' N - 76° 34.7667' W; running westerly to shore to a 

point 35° 25.6787' N - 76° 35.4654' W; running northwesterly along shore to the 

beginning point. 

(I)(A) Long Point - beginning on shore at a point 35° 22.4833' N - 76° 43.4167' W; running 

northwesterly to a point 35° 22.6500' N - 76° 43.4333' W; running easterly along the six 
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foot depth to a point 35° 22.7333' N - 76° 42.7333' W; running to shore to a point 35° 

22.4000' N - 76° 43.0833' W; running westerly along shore to the beginning point. 

(J)(B) Pamlico River Mainstream Channel - beginning at a point 250 yards north of Marker "7" 

at a point 35° 27.2953' N - 76° 55.1351' W; running westerly to a point near Marker "8" 

at a point 35° 27.4217' N - 76° 56.0917' W; running westerly along the north side of the 

marked channel to a point 100 yards north of Marker "9" at a point 35° 27.7472' N - 76° 

57.5392' W;  running westerly along the north side of the marked channel to a point near 

Marker "16", north of Whichard's Whichard Beach at a point 35° 30.4750' N - 77° 

01.2217' W; running southwesterly across the channel to a point 35° 30.4373' N - 77° 

01.2614' W; running southeasterly along the south side of the marked channel at a 

distance of 100 yards from the north side of the marked channel to a point near Marker 

"7" at a point 35° 27.1722' N - 76° 55.1380' W; running northerly to the beginning point. 

(K)(C) Chocowinity Bay Channel - beginning at a point near the Wildlife Resources 

Commission (WRC) red marker in Chocowinity Bay at a point 35° 29.5501' N - 77° 

01.4335' W; running easterly to the south side of the marked navigation channel in 

Pamlico River, at a point 35° 29.0408' N - 76° 59.5437' W; running southeasterly to a 

point 35° 28.9236' N - 76° 59.3109' W; running westerly to the WRC green buoy in 

Chocowinity Bay at a point 35° 29.5004' N - 77° 01.4339' W; running northerly to the 

beginning point. 

(L)(D) Whichards Whichard Beach Channel - beginning on shore at a point 35° 30.2364' N - 77° 

01.3679' W; running easterly to the south side of the marked navigation channel in 

Pamlico River at a point 35° 30.1952' N - 77° 01.0252' W; running southeasterly to a 

point 35° 30.1373' N - 77° 00.9685' W; running westerly to shore at a point 35° 30.2002' 

N - 77° 01.4518' W, running northeasterly to the beginning point. 

(M)(E) Broad Creek Channel - beginning near Marker "3" in Broad Creek at a point 35° 29.0733' 

N - 76° 57.2417' W; running southwesterly near Marker "1" at a point 35° 28.8591' N - 

76° 57.3823' W; running southerly to the marked navigation channel in Pamlico River at 

a point 35° 27.8083' N - 76° 57.6250' W; running southeasterly to a point 35° 27.7344' N 

- 76° 57.4822' W; running northerly to the six foot depth at a point 35° 28.5779' N - 76° 

57.2924' W; running northerly to the six foot depth at a point 35° 28.7781' N - 76° 

57.3508' W; running northerly along the six foot depth to a point near Marker "4" at a 

point 35° 29.0933' N - 76° 57.1967' W; running southwesterly to the beginning point. 

(N)(F) Blounts Bay - from June 1 through September 15, on the south side of Pamlico River 

beginning near Marker "7" at a point 35° 27.1722' N - 76° 55.1381' W; running westerly 

and along the south side of the marked navigation channel to a point near Marker "9" at a 

point 35° 27.7070' N - 76° 57.5739' W; running northwesterly along the south side of the 

marked channel to the intersection of the Chocowinity Bay Channel at a point 35° 
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28.9236' N - 76° 59.3109' W; running westerly along the south side of the Chocowinity 

Bay Channel to a point 35° 29.0206' N - 76° 59.6678' W; running southerly to the eight 

foot depth at a point 35° 28.6667' N - 76° 59.6667' W; running southeasterly along the 

eight foot depth to a point 35° 27.0833' N - 76° 55.1667' W; running northerly to the 

beginning point. 

(6) In the Pamlico River and its tributaries west of a line beginning on Willow Point at a point 35° 

22.3741' N - 76° 28.6905' W; running southerly to Pamlico Point to a point 35° 18.5882' N - 76° 

28.9625' W; pots may be used within an area bound by the shoreline to the depth of six feet, 

except areas listed in Paragraph (b) of this Rule that may be opened to the use of pots by 

proclamation and except; except pots may be set within the following areas described by lines: 

(A) Durants Point - beginning on Durants Point at a point 35° 30.5197' N - 76° 35.1521' W; 

running northwesterly to a point 35° 31.1333' N - 76° 35.5833' W; running northeasterly 

200 yards south of Marker "10" to a point 35° 31.2032' N - 76° 35.5558' W; running 

easterly parallel to the marked navigation channel at a distance of 200 yards to a point 

southwest of Marker "12" to a point 35° 31.1492' N - 76° 33.8997' W; running 

southeasterly to shore to a point 35° 30.4660' N - 76° 33.4513' W; running westerly along 

shore to the beginning point. 

(B) South shore, upper Pungo River - beginning on shore west of Durants Point at a point 35° 

30.4400' N - 76° 32.7897' W; running northeasterly to a point southeast of Marker "14" to 

a point 35° 31.0833' N - 76° 32.5667' W; running easterly parallel to the marked 

navigation channel at a distance of 200 yards to the shore south of Wilkerson Creek to a 

point 35° 33.0493' N - 76° 27.2752' W; running southerly and westerly along the 

shoreline and following the Inland/Coastal lines of Horse Island, Tarklin, Scranton, and 

Smith Creeks to the beginning point. 

(C) North shore, upper Pungo River - beginning on shore east of Lower Dowry Creek at a 

point 35° 32.4740' N - 76° 35.1017' W; running southerly to a point 35° 31.5167' N - 76° 

35.1000' W; running easterly parallel to the marked navigation channel at a distance of 

200 yards to the north shore of Wilkerson Creek to a point 35° 33.2339' N - 76° 27.5449' 

W; running northwesterly along the shoreline to the east end of the US 264 bridge; 

running westerly along the bridge and following the Inland/Coastal line to the western 

shore; running  southerly  and westerly along the shoreline and following the 

Inland/Coastal lines  of Crooked Creek and Upper Dowry Creek to the beginning point. 

(D) Tooleys Point - beginning at the "Breakwater" 200 yards northeast of Beacon "6", at a 

point 35° 31.7833' N - 76° 36.8500' W; running southeasterly to a point 200 yards from 

Marker "4" at a point 35° 31.5167' N - 76° 36.3500' W; running easterly to a point 35° 

31.4667' N - 76° 35.9833' W; running northerly near Beacon "1" to a point 35° 32.1100' 

N - 76° 35.9817' W; running northeasterly to shore to a point 35° 32.4334' N - 76° 
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35.6647' W; running westerly and along the shoreline of Battalina and Tooley Creeks; 

running along the river shore to the "Breakwater" to a point 35° 31.9908' N - 76° 

36.6105' W; running southwesterly along the "Breakwater" to the beginning point. 

(A) Durants Point and South Shore, upper Pungo River - beginning on Durants Point at a 

point 35° 30.5197’ N - 76° 35.1521’ W; running northwesterly to a point 35° 31.1333’ N 

- 76° 35.5833’ W; running northeasterly 200 yards south of Marker “10” to a point 35° 

31.2032’ N - 76° 35.5558’ W; running easterly parallel to the marked navigation channel 

at a distance of 200 yards to the shore south of Wilkerson Creek to a point 35° 33.0493’ 

N - 76° 27.2752’ W; running southerly and westerly along the shoreline and following 

the Inland/Coastal lines of Horse Island, Tarklin, Scranton, and Smith Creeks to the 

beginning point. 

(B) Tooleys Point and North Shore, upper Pungo River - beginning at the “Breakwater” 200 

yards northeast of Beacon “6”, at a point 35° 31.7833’ N - 76° 36.8500’ W; running 

southeasterly to a point 200 yards from Marker “4” at a point 35° 31.5167’ N - 76° 

36.3500’ W; running easterly parallel to the marked navigation channel at a distance of 

200 yards to the north shore of Wilkerson Creek to a point 35° 33.2339’ N - 76° 27.5449’ 

W; running northwesterly along the shoreline to the east end of the US 264 bridge; 

running westerly along the south side of the bridge and following the Inland/Coastal line 

to the western shore; running southerly and westerly along the shoreline and following 

the Inland/Coastal lines of Upper Dowry Creek and Lower Dowry Creek; running 

westerly and along the shoreline of Battalina and Tooleys creeks; running along the river 

shore to the “Breakwater” to a point 35° 31.9908’ N - 76° 36.6105’ W; running 

southwesterly along the “Breakwater” to the beginning point. 

(E)(C) Pungo Creek - beginning on Windmill Point at a point 35° 30.7444' N - 76° 38.2869' W; 

running northeasterly to a point 200 yards west of Marker "3" to a point 35° 31.3500' N - 

76° 36.6167' W; running northwesterly to the "Breakwater" to a point 35° 31.6296' N - 

76° 37.1201' W; running westerly along the "Breakwater" to shore to a point 35° 31.5653' 

N - 76° 37.3832' W; running westerly along shore and into Pungo Creek following the 

shoreline and the Inland/Coastal lines of Vale, Scott, and Smith creeks to the north end of 

the NC 92 bridge over Pungo Creek; running southerly along the bridge and following 

the Inland/Coastal line to the southern shore; running easterly along shore to the 

beginning point. 

(F)(D) Upper Pamlico - in coastal fishing waters west of a line beginning on the north shore of 

Gum Point at a point 35° 25.1699' N - 76° 45.5251' W; running southwesterly to a point 

on the south shore of Pamlico River to a point 35° 23.4453' N - 76° 46.4346' W, except 

as described in Part (a)(5)(J) through (N) of this Rule. 
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(G)(E) North Side Pamlico - beginning on the north shore of Gum Point at a point 35° 25.1699' 

N - 76° 45.5251' W; running southwesterly 500 yards from shore to a point 35° 24.9339' 

N - 76° 45.6495' W; running easterly parallel to the shoreline at a distance of 500 yards 

near Adams Point to a point 35° 23.3949' N - 76° 35.8089' W; running northerly to shore 

at a point 35° 23.1754' N - 76° 35.9619' W; running westerly along shore to the 

beginning point. 

(H)(F) South Creek - in coastal fishing waters of South Creek and tributaries west of a line 

beginning on Hickory Point at a point 35° 21.7385' N - 76° 41.5907' W; running 

southerly to Fork Point to a point 35° 20.7534' N - 76° 41.7870' W. 

(7) In Bay River west of a line beginning on Bay Point at a point 35° 11.0750' N - 76° 31.6080' W; 

running southerly to Maw Point to a point 35° 09.0407' N - 76° 32.2348' W; pots may be used 

within an area bound by the shoreline to the depth of six feet, except areas listed in Paragraph (b) 

of this Rule that may be opened to the use of pots by proclamation, and pots shall not be set within 

the following areas described by lines: 

(A) Vandemere - beginning on the west shore of Vandemere Creek at a point 35° 11.2280' N 

- 76° 39.6046' W; running southeasterly to the east shore to a point 35° 11.0920' N - 76° 

39.3240' W; running southerly to a point 35° 10.9390' N - 76° 39.4426' W; running 

southwesterly to a point 35° 10.8567' N - 76° 39.6212' W; running northwesterly to shore 

west of Vandemere Creek to a point 35° 10.8983' N - 76° 39.7307' W; running northerly 

along shore to the beginning point. 

(B) Moore Bay - beginning on shore west of Bell Point at a point 35° 09.6712' N - 76° 

39.9651' W; running northwesterly to a point 35° 09.7331' N - 76° 40.0928' W; running 

southerly along the six foot depth to a point 35° 09.0045' N - 76° 40.3141' W; running 

southeasterly to the north shore of Moore Creek to a point 35° 08.9640' N - 76° 40.2000' 

W; running northerly along shore to the beginning point. 

(8) In the Neuse River and Point of Marsh area south and west of a line beginning on Maw Point at a 

point 35° 09.0407' N – 76° 32.2348' W; running southeasterly near the Maw Point Shoal Marker 

"2" to a point 35° 08.1250' N - 76° 30.8532' W; 35° 08.1250' N – 76° 30.8532' W; running 

southeasterly near the Neuse River Entrance Marker  "NR" to a point 35° 06.6212' N – 76° 

28.5383' W; running southeasterly to a point 35° 04.7670' N – 76° 25.7920' W; running 

southwesterly to shore to a point 35° 03.9387' N – 76° 27.0466' W; pots may be used in coastal 

fishing waters bound by the shoreline to the depth of six feet,  except areas listed in Paragraph (b) 

of this Rule that may be opened to the use of pots by proclamation and except pots shall not be set 

within the following areas described by lines: 

(A) Oriental - in that area including Greens Creek and tributaries downstream of the bridge 

on State Secondary Road 1308, and Whittaker Creek north of a line beginning on the 

west shore at the Whittaker Creek primary nursery area (PNA) line; running easterly 
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along the Whittaker Creek PNA line to the east shore; running southerly to a point 35° 

01.3833' N – 76° 40.9500' W; running westerly following the six foot depth to a point 35° 

01.1666' N – 76° 41.8833' W; running southerly across the channel to a point 35° 

01.1339' N – 76° 41.9589' W; running westerly to Windmill Point to the south shore of 

the Shop Gut Creek PNA line; running northerly along the Shop Gut Creek PNA line to 

the north shore of the Shop Gut Creek PNA line. 

(B) Greens Creek - more than 75 yards from shore in the area beginning on the south shore of 

Greens Creek primary nursery area (PNA) line; following the PNA lines of Greens Creek 

and Kershaw Creek to the east shore of Kershaw Creek; running easterly along the shore 

of Greens Creek, and running along the shore of Smith Creek and its tributaries to the 

bridge on State Secondary Road 1308; running southwesterly along the bridge to the 

south shore of Greens Creek; running westerly along the shore to the beginning point. 

(C) Dawson Creek - beginning on the west shore at a point 34° 59.5920' N – 76° 45.4620' W; 

running easterly along the bridge on State Secondary Road 1302 to shore at a point 34° 

59.5800' N – 76° 45.4140' W; running northerly and easterly along the shore to the 

primary nursery area (PNA) line of the southeastern tributary; running northerly along the 

PNA line to shore; running northerly along shore to the PNA line of the unnamed 

northeastern tributary; running northwesterly along the PNA line to shore;  running 

northwesterly along shore to the Inland/Coastal line on Tarklin Creek; running westerly 

along the Inland/Coastal line to shore; running southwesterly along shore to the 

Inland/Coastal line on Dawson Creek; running southerly along the Inland/Coastal line to 

the shore; running easterly and then southerly along shore to the beginning point. 

(D) Wilkerson Point - beginning on the west side of the Minnesott Beach Yacht Basin 

Channel at a point 34° 58.2682' N – 76° 49.1903' W; running southerly to a point 34° 

58.1403' N – 76° 49.2253' W; running easterly along the six foot depth to a point 34° 

58.4000' N – 76° 46.5667' W; running northerly to shore to a point 34° 58.5333' N – 76° 

46.6333' W; running westerly along shore to the beginning point. 

(E) Beard Creek - beginning on shore west of Beard Creek at a point 35° 00.1902' N – 76° 

52.2176' W; running southerly to a point 34° 59.8883' N – 76° 52.3594' W; running 

easterly along the six foot depth to a point 34° 59.4167' N – 76° 51.2333' W; running 

northeasterly to shore to a point 34° 59.5989' N – 76° 51.0781' W; running westerly 

along shore to the Beard Creek tributary primary nursery area (PNA) line; running 

northeasterly along the PNA line to the Inland/Coastal line in Beards Creek; running 

westerly along the Inland/Coastal line to the western shore; running southerly along shore 

to the beginning point. 

(F) Clubfoot Creek - more than 50 yards from shore in the area south of a line beginning at a 

point 34 54.9327' N - 76 45.6506' W 34 54.9327' N – 76 45.6506' W on the west 
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shore; running northerly to a point 34 55.1501' N - 76 45.6221' W; 34 55.1501' N – 

76 45.6221' W; running northeasterly to a point 34 55.1812' N - 76 45.5172' W 34 

55.1812' N – 76 45.5172' W near Marker "5"; running northeasterly to a point 34 

55.2994' N - 76 45.1180' W 34 55.2994' N – 76 45.1180' W on the east shore and 

north of line beginning at a point on the west shore 34 54.5424' N - 76 45.7252' W; 34 

54.5424' N – 76 45.7252' W; running easterly to a point 34 54.4853' N - 76 45.4022' 

W 34 54.4853' N – 76 45.4022' W on the east shore. 

(G) Lower Broad Creek - beginning on the north shore at a point 35° 05.8314' N – 76° 

35.3845' W; running southwesterly along the secondary nursery area line to the six foot 

depth at 35° 05.7321' N – 76° 35.5046' W; running southerly following the six foot depth 

near Marker “2A” to a point 35° 05.5442' N – 76° 35.2886' W; running northerly to a 

point 35° 05.7446’ N – 76° 35.2980’ W; running westerly along the shore to the point of 

beginning. 

(9) In the Neuse River and Point of Marsh area south and west of a line beginning on Maw Point at a 

point 35° 09.0407' N – 76° 32.2348' W; running southeasterly near the Maw Point Shoal Marker 

"2" to a point 35° 08.1250' N - 76° 30.8532' W; running southeasterly near the Neuse River 

Entrance Marker  "NR" to a point 35° 06.6212' N – 76° 28.5383' W; running southeasterly to a 

point 35° 04.7670' N – 76° 25.7920' W; running southwesterly to shore to a point 35° 03.9387' N – 

76° 27.0466' W; pots may be used in coastal fishing waters bound by the shoreline to the depth of 

six feet,  except areas listed in Paragraph (b) of this Rule that may be opened to the use of pots by 

proclamation and except pots may be set in coastal fishing waters west of a line beginning on 

shore west of Beards Creek at a point 35° 00.1902' N – 76° 52.2176' W; running southwesterly to 

shore west of Slocum Creek to a point 34° 57.0333' N – 76° 53.7252' W. 

(10) In the West Bay and Long Bay area south and west of a line beginning on shore at a point 35° 

03.9387' N – 76° 27.0466' W; running northeasterly to a point 35° 04.7670' N – 76° 25.7920' W; 

running southeasterly to the eastern shore of West Bay to a point 35° 02.1203' N - 76° 21.8122' W; 

areas described by lines: 

(A) Raccoon Island, northern shore - beginning at the western point at a point 35° 04.3696' N 

– 76° 26.1815' W; running southeasterly along the north shore to a point 35° 03.9814' N - 

76° 25.5862' W; running easterly 150 yards to a point 35 03.9777' N - 76 25.4910' W; 

running northwesterly at a distance of 150 yards from shore to a point 35 04.4417' N - 

76 26.2150' W; running easterly to the beginning point. 

(B) Raccoon Island, southern shore - beginning at the western point at a point 35° 04.3696' N 

– 76° 26.1815' W; running southeasterly along the south shore to a point 35° 03.9814' N 

– 76° 25.5862' W; running easterly 50 yards to a point 35 03.9800' N - 76 25.5513' W; 

running westerly at a distance of 50 yards from shore to a point 35 04.3955' N - 76 

26.1934' W; running easterly to the beginning point. 
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(C) West Bay:  Point of the Narrows - beginning on shore at a point 35° 03.5421' N – 76° 

26.3909' W; running northeasterly to a point 35° 03.5980' N – 76° 26.3894' W; running 

southeasterly parallel to shore at a distance of 100 yards to a point 35° 02.4740' N – 76° 

26.1280' W; running northwesterly to shore to a point 35° 02.5440' N – 76° 26.1486' W; 

running northerly along shore to the beginning point. 

(D) West Bay:  Point of Island Bay, Dowdy Bay - beginning on shore at a point 35° 01.5271' 

N – 76° 26.2836' W; running southeasterly to a point 35 01.4684' N - 76 26.2450' W; 

running southeasterly parallel to shore at a distance of 100 yards to a point 35 00.0701' 

N - 76 25.4414' W; running southerly to a point 35° 00.0620' N - 76° 25.5074' W on 

Dowdy Point; running westerly and northerly along shore to the beginning point. 

(E) West Bay – beginning on Dowdy Point at a point 35° 00.0620' N – 76° 25.5074' W; 

running easterly to a point 35° 00.1000' N – 76° 25.2000' W; running southerly to a point 

34° 58.7500' N – 76° 24.7000' W; running westerly to Jack's Bay Point to a point 34° 

58.6886' N - 76° 25.3683' W; running northerly along shore to the beginning point. 

(F) Long Bay:  Jack's Bay, Stump Bay - beginning on Jack's Bay Point at a point 34° 

58.6886' N – 76° 25.3683' W; running southwesterly to a point 34° 57.6500' N – 76° 

25.8500' W; running westerly to shore to a point 34° 57.2089' N – 76° 27.2292' W; 

running northerly along shore to the boundary of the military restricted area (having its 

center at a point 34° 58.8000' N – 76° 26.2000' W) in Jack's Bay to a point 34° 58.4208' 

N – 76° 25.9417' W; running northeasterly along the boundary of the military restricted 

area to a point 34° 58.7746' N – 76° 25.6733' W; running easterly along shore to the 

beginning point. 

(G) Long Bay - beginning on the east point of the southern shore of Stump Bay  at a point 34° 

57.2089' N – 76° 27.2292' W; running southeasterly to Swimming Point to a point 34° 

56.7619' N – 76° 26.3838' W; running southerly along shore to the head of Long Bay; 

running northerly along the west shore to the beginning point. 

(H) Long Bay:  Owens Bay - beginning on Swimming Point at a point 34° 56.7619' N – 76° 

26.3838' W; running northwesterly to a point 34° 56.8470' N – 76° 26.5363' W; running 

northeasterly parallel to shore at a distance of 300 yards to a point 34° 57.9394' N – 76° 

24.1326' W; running southwesterly to Long Bay Point at a point 34° 57.7863' N – 76° 

24.1837' W; running southwesterly along shore to the beginning point. 

(I) West Thorofare Bay, Merkle Bay - beginning on Long Bay Point at a point 34° 57.7863' 

N – 76° 24.1837' W; running northeasterly near Marker "8WB" to a point 34° 58.4600' N 

– 76° 23.9600' W; running easterly to Tump Point to a point 34° 58.7000' N – 76° 

22.8166' W; running southerly along the shore of Merkle Bay and West Thorofare Bay 

back to the beginning point. 
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(J) West Bay, North Bay - beginning on the eastern shore of West Bay at a point 35° 

02.1203' N – 76° 21.8122' W; running northwesterly to a point 35° 02.5412' N - 76° 

22.4445' W; running southwesterly near Marker "5WB" to a point 35° 02.0798' N - 76° 

22.8729' W; running southerly to a point 35° 00.5666' N – 76° 21.8333' W; running 

southerly to Deep Bend Point to a point 34° 58.5923' N – 76° 21.7325' W; running 

easterly and northerly along shore to the beginning point. 

(11) Core Sound, Back Sound and the Straits and their tributaries. 

(12) North River: 

(A) Goose Bay - beginning on shore west of South Leopard Creek at a point 34° 45.4517' N – 

76° 35.1767' W; running northerly to a point 34° 45.6409' N – 76° 35.2503' W; running 

southwesterly to a point 34° 45.3333' N – 76° 35.7500' W; running southerly to a point 

34° 43.4667' N – 76° 35.2333' W; running easterly to shore at a point 34° 43.5833' N – 

76° 34.9167' W; running northerly along shore to the beginning point. 

(B) Ward Creek - coastal fishing waters north and east of a line beginning on the north shore 

at a point 34° 46.2667' N – 76° 35.4933' W; running southerly to south shore to a point 

34° 45.4517' N – 76° 35.1767' W. 

(C) Upper North River - coastal fishing waters north of a line beginning on the west shore at 

a point 34° 46.0383' N – 76° 37.0633' W; running easterly to shore to a point 34° 

46.2667' N – 76° 35.4933' W. 

(D) Newby Creek, Gibbs Creek - beginning on Marsh Hen Point at a point 34° 45.2004' N – 

76° 37.0639' W; running southwesterly to a point 34° 44.5833' N – 76° 36.6000' W; 

running southeasterly to shore near Holland's Rocks to a point 34° 43.6667' N – 76° 

37.3333' W; running northerly along shore to the beginning point. 

(E) North River Marshes - beginning near Marker "6" at a point 34° 43.4833' N – 76° 

37.3500' W; running northeasterly to a point 34° 44.1333' N – 76° 36.8667' W; running 

southeasterly to a point 34° 43.8000' N – 76° 36.1333' W; running southeasterly to a 

point 34° 43.5000' N – 76° 35.7833' W; running southerly near Marker "56"to a point 34° 

42.2391' N – 76° 35.8498' W; running westerly to a point 34° 42.2333' N – 76° 36.7167' 

W; running northerly to a point 34° 42.7500' N – 76° 36.9667' W; running northerly to a 

point 34° 43.2333' N – 76° 36.9667' W; running northwesterly  to the beginning point. 

(13) Newport River: 

(A) Lower portion - beginning on shore east of Penn Point at a point 34° 45.4397' N – 76° 

43.0638' W; running northeasterly to shore east of Oyster Creek to a point 34° 46.5480' N 

– 76° 41.9910' W; running easterly along shore to a point on the western shore of Core 

Creek to a point 34° 47.0816' N – 76° 41.2605' W; running easterly to the eastern shore at 

a point 34° 46.9867' N – 76° 41.0437' W; running southerly along shore to Gallant Point 

to a point 34° 43.9911' N – 76° 40.2762' W; running westerly near Marker "2" to a point 
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34° 44.0031' N – 76° 40.5038' W; running southeasterly  near Marker "4" to a point 34° 

43.7064' N – 76° 40.1627' W; running southerly to the west side of Gallant's Channel at 

the drawbridge to a point 34° 43.3500' N – 76° 40.1833' W; running westerly along the 

US 70 and the US 70 bridge to its terminus at the State Port Terminal; running westerly 

and northerly along the western shore of Newport River and its tributaries to the 

beginning point. 

(B) Upper portion - the coastal fishing waters west of a line beginning on shore east of 

Harlowe Creek at a point 34° 46.5730' N – 76° 42.6350' W; running southerly to shore 

east of Penn Point to a point 34° 45.6970' N - 76° 43.5180' W. 

(14) Bogue Sound: 

(A) South of the IWW - beginning on the south shore at the NC 58 bridge at a point 34° 

40.0585' N – 77° 03.8005' W; running northerly along the bridge to the south side of the 

IWW channel to a point 34° 40.4464' N – 77° 03.9155' W; running easterly along the 

south side of the IWW channel to the Atlantic Beach bridge to a point 34° 43.0320' N – 

76° 44.1300' W; running easterly to the northeastern shore of Tar Landing Bay to a point 

34° 42.5000' N – 76° 42.2000' W; running easterly along shore to a point 34 42.1990' N 

- 76 41.3873' W; running southeasterly to a point 34 42.1631' N - 76 41.3491' W; 

running southeasterly and westerly along shore to the beginning point. 

(B) North of the IWW - beginning on the north shore at the NC 58 bridge at a point 34° 

40.7780' N - 77° 04.0010' W; running southerly along the bridge to the north side of the 

IWW channel to a point 34° 40.4640' N – 77° 03.9090' W; running easterly along the 

north side of the IWW channel to the Atlantic Beach bridge to a point 34° 43.0620' N – 

76° 44.1240' W; running northerly along the bridge to shore to a point 34° 43.2780' N – 

76° 44.0700' W; running westerly along shore to the beginning point. 

(15) Designated primary nursery areas in all coastal fishing waters which are listed in 15A NCAC 03R 

.0103, except Burton Creek off Lower Broad Creek in Pamlico County. 

(b)  The pot areas referenced in 15A NCAC 03J .0301(a)(2)(B) to be opened by proclamation are delineated in the 

following coastal fishing waters: 

(1) Wysocking Bay: 

(A) Lone Tree Creek - beginning on shore at a point 35° 25.9705' N - 76° 02.7799' W; 

running easterly along the shoreline to the primary nursery area (PNA) line on the north 

shore of Lone Tree Creek; running southeasterly along the PNA line to the south shore; 

running southwesterly to a point 35° 24.7666' N - 76° 02.5333' W; running northwesterly 

to a point 35° 25.7000' N - 76° 03.2666' W; running northeasterly to the beginning point. 

(B) Mt. Pleasant Bay - beginning on shore west of Green Point at a point 35° 24.6160' N - 

76° 03.9690' W; running easterly to a point 35° 24.4500' N - 76° 03.2000' W; running 

southerly to a point 35° 23.2833' N - 76° 03.5333' W; running southwesterly to shore to a 
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point 35° 23.1166' N - 76° 04.2000' W; running westerly and northerly along shore to the 

primary nursery area (PNA) line on the western shore of Hickory Creek Bay; running 

northeasterly along the PNA line to Browns Island; running along the eastern shore of 

Browns Island to the PNA line on the south shore of Old Hill Bay; running northerly 

along the PNA line to shore; running northeasterly along shore to the beginning point. 

(2) Juniper Bay - beginning on shore at a point 35° 21.7957' N - 76° 14.3545' W; running 

southeasterly along shore to the primary nursery area (PNA) line on the western shore of Buck 

Creek; running southeasterly along the PNA line to the eastern shore; running southeasterly along 

shore to the PNA line on the north shore of Laurel Creek; running southerly to the south shore; 

running southerly along shore to Juniper Bay Point to a point 35° 20.4420' N - 76° 13.2680' W; 

running westerly to a point 35° 20.2500' N - 76° 14.7500' W; running northerly near Marker "3" to 

a point 35° 21.5360' N - 76° 14.8040' W; running northeasterly to the beginning point. 

(3) Swanquarter Bay - beginning in Caffee Bay on the north shore at a point 35° 21.9928' N - 76° 

17.6720' W; running southerly to the south shore at a point 35° 21.5240' N - 76° 17.8130' W; 

running westerly along shore to Drum Point to a point 35° 21.5920' N - 76° 18.3560' W; running 

westerly to a point 35° 21.2833' N - 76° 19.0500' W; running northwesterly to a point 35° 21.8500' 

N - 76° 19.4500' W; running easterly to Sandy Point to a point 35° 22.1080' N - 76° 18.7440' W; 

running easterly along shore and following the PNA line of the northern tributary in Caffee Bay to 

the beginning point. 

(4) Deep Cove - beginning on the north shore at a point 35° 21.5784' N - 76° 22.7505' W; running 

easterly along shore to a point 35° 21.5002' N - 76° 22.1112' W; running southerly to shore to a 

point 35° 20.6851' N - 76° 22.0524' W; running westerly along shore to a point 35° 20.5390' N - 

76° 22.7790' W; running northerly to the beginning point. 

(5) Rose Bay - beginning on shore south of Swan Point at a point 35° 23.9650' N - 76° 23.5530' W; 

running southeasterly along shore to a point 35° 23.5060' N - 76° 23.2090' W; running westerly to 

a point 35° 23.3166' N - 76° 24.0666' W; running northwesterly to a point 35° 24.0500' N - 76° 

24.5500' W; running easterly to the beginning point. 

(6) Spencer Bay - beginning on Roos Point at a point 35° 22.3590' N - 76° 28.1850' W; running 

northeasterly to a point 35° 22.9500' N - 76° 27.2166' W; running northwesterly to a point 35° 

23.4166' N - 76° 27.9500' W; running southwesterly to shore to a point 35° 23.0209' N - 76° 

28.5060' W; running southeasterly along shore and the primary nursery area line of the unnamed 

western tributary of Spencer Bay to the beginning point. 

(7) Pamlico River: 

(A) Lee Creek - beginning on shore at a point 35° 22.8779' N - 76° 45.7149' W; running 

northerly to a point 35° 23.1011' N - 76° 45.7371' W; running easterly along the six foot 

depth to a point 35° 22.9450' N - 76° 44.8403' W; running southwesterly to shore to a 
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point 35° 22.7667' N - 76° 45.2333' W; running westerly along shore to the beginning 

point. 

(B) Huddy Gut - beginning on shore at a point 35° 22.5000' N - 76° 44.4500' W; running 

northerly to a point 35° 22.7166' N - 76° 44.5000' W; running easterly along the six foot 

depth to a point 35° 22.7170' N - 76° 43.9500' W; running southwesterly to shore to a 

point 35° 22.4657' N - 76° 44.0536' W; running westerly along shore to the beginning 

point. 

(C) Indian Island - beginning on shore at the west end of Indian Island at a point 35° 21.6240' 

N - 76° 39.4090' W; running westerly to a point 35° 21.7667' N - 76° 40.2667' W; 

running easterly along the six foot depth to a point 35° 21.6107' N - 76° 38.2202' W; 

running westerly to the east end of Indian Island to a point 35° 21.6100' N - 76° 38.6290' 

W; running westerly along the northern shore to the beginning point. 

(D) Old Field Point, Goose Creek - beginning on shore at a point 35° 20.2297' N - 76° 

37.3456' W; running southeasterly to a point 35° 20.1500' N - 76° 37.1000' W; running 

southerly along the six foot depth to a point 35° 19.9031' N - 76° 37.2308' W; running 

westerly to shore to a point 35° 19.9812' N - 76° 37.4917' W; running northerly along 

shore to the beginning point. 

(8) Big Porpoise Bay - beginning on the north shore at a point 35° 16.0028' N - 76° 29.1708' W; 

running southerly to Sage Point at a point 35° 15.5930' N - 76° 29.1270' W; running easterly to a 

point 35° 15.4660' N - 76° 28.6000' W; running northerly to shore to a point 35° 15.8120' N - 76° 

28.4270' W; running westerly along shore to the beginning point. 

(9) Middle Bay - beginning on Middle Bay Point at a point 35° 14.8310' N - 76° 28.7500' W; running 

southerly to Sow Island Point at a point 35° 13.2876' N - 76° 29.5585' W; running westerly along 

shore to Big Fishing Point at a point 35° 14.0285' N - 76° 29.9336' W; running northerly to Oyster 

Creek Point at a point 35° 14.6042' N - 76° 29.8544' W; running easterly along shore to the 

beginning point. 

(10) Jones Bay - beginning on Sow Island Point at a point 35° 13.1811' N - 76° 29.6096' W; running 

southerly near Marker "3" to a point 35° 12.0250' N - 76° 29.9660' W; running northwesterly to a 

point 35° 12.8000' N - 76° 30.9666' W; running southwesterly to shore at the east shore of the 

Little Drum Creek primary nursery area (PNA) line; running westerly along the PNA line to the 

west shore of the Little Eve Creek PNA; running westerly along shore to a point 35° 12.6000' N - 

76° 32.0166' W; running northeasterly to a point 35° 12.8666' N - 76° 31.7500' W; running 

northwesterly to a point 35° 13.1833' N - 76° 32.1166' W; running northerly to a point 35° 

13.6500' N - 76° 31.9000' W; running southeasterly to a point 35° 13.1500' N - 76° 30.8000' W; 

running northerly to shore at a point 35° 13.4886' N - 76° 30.7785' W; running easterly along 

shore to the beginning point. 
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(11) Bay Point - beginning on Boar Point at a point 35° 12.1450' N - 76° 31.1150' W; running easterly 

near Marker "5" to a point 35° 12.0250' N - 76° 29.9660' W; running southerly to a point 35° 

10.9333' N - 76° 30.1666' W; running westerly to Bay Point to a point 35° 11.0750' N - 76° 

31.6080' W; running northerly along shore to the beginning point. 

(12) Bay River: 

(A) Rockhole Bay - beginning on the western shore of Dump Creek at a point 35° 11.6708' N 

- 76° 33.4359' W; running southerly to a point 35° 11.3833' N - 76° 33.3166' W; running 

southeasterly along the six foot depth to a point 35° 10.8333' N - 76° 32.1333' W; 

running northerly to shore at a point 35° 11.1250' N - 76° 32.1340' W; running 

northwesterly along shore to the southeast shore of the Rockhole Bay PNA line; running 

northwesterly along the PNA line to the western shore; running westerly along shore to 

the east shore of PNA line in Dump Creek; running southwesterly along the PNA line to 

the western shore; running southerly along shore to the beginning point. 

(B) Hogpen Creek - beginning on shore north of Bonner Bay at a point 35° 10.4174' N - 76° 

34.7041' W; running northerly to a point 35° 10.7500' N - 76° 34.7333' W; running 

easterly along the six foot depth to a point southwest of Marker "3" to a point 35° 

10.8137' N - 76° 33.5120' W; running southwesterly to shore to a point 35° 10.3195' N - 

76° 34.0876' W; running westerly along shore to the beginning point. 

(C) Fisherman Bay - beginning on the western shore of Fisherman Bay at a point 35° 

09.2345' N - 76° 33.0199' W; running northwesterly to a point 35° 09.9892' N - 76° 

33.2213' W; running easterly along the six foot depth to a point southwest and near 

Marker "1" to a point 35° 09.7951' N - 76° 32.0099' W; running southwesterly to shore to 

a point 35° 09.2668' N - 76° 32.3668' W; running westerly along shore to the beginning 

point. 

(13) Neuse River: 

(A) Swan Creek - beginning at a point on shore south of Maw Bay at a point 35° 08.5760' N - 

76° 32.6320' W; running southerly along shore to a point north of Swan Creek to a point 

35° 07.3182' N - 76° 33.4620' W; running southeasterly to the six foot depth to a point 

35° 07.2524' N - 76° 33.2078' W; running northeasterly along the six foot depth to a point 

35° 08.3214' N - 76° 31.9971' W; running westerly to the beginning point. 

(B) Broad Creek - beginning on Tonney Hill Point at a point 35° 05.5505' N - 76° 35.7249' 

W; running southeasterly along shore and following the primary nursery area line of 

Cedar Creek; running southerly along shore to a point north of Gum Thicket Creek to a 

point 35° 04.6741' N - 76° 35.7051' W; running southeasterly to a point 35° 04.5786' N - 

76° 35.4808' W; running northerly near Marker "1" to a point 35° 05.4809' N - 76° 

34.9734' W; running westerly along the six foot depth near Marker "3" to a point 35° 

05.6400' N - 76° 35.6433' W; running southwesterly to the beginning point. 
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(C) Gum Thicket Shoal - beginning on shore west of Gum Thicket Creek at a point 35° 

04.2169' N - 76° 36.2119' W; running southwesterly along shore to a point 35° 04.0634' 

N - 76° 36.6548' W; running southerly to a point 35° 03.6833' N - 76° 36.7166' W; 

running easterly along the six foot depth to a point 35° 03.9166' N - 76° 35.8000' W; 

running northwesterly to the beginning point. 

(D) Orchard Creek - beginning on the eastern shore at and running southwesterly along the 

Orchard and Old House Creeks primary nursery area line to Cockle Point; running 

easterly to a point 35° 03.3000' N - 76° 37.8833' W; running northerly to the beginning 

point. 

(E) Dawson Creek - beginning on the eastern shore of Dawson Creek at a point 34° 59.5800' 

N – 76° 45.4140' W; running westerly along the bridge to the western shore to a point 34° 

59.5920' N – 76° 45.4620' W; running southwesterly along shore to a point 34° 59.0667' 

N – 76° 45.9000' W; running southeasterly to a point 34° 58.7833' N – 76° 45.6500' W; 

running northerly along the six foot depth to a point 34° 59.3666' N – 76° 45.3166' W; 

running northwesterly near Marker "4" to a point 34° 59.4430' N – 76° 45.4521' W; 

running northerly to the beginning point. 

(F) Pine Cliff Recreation Area - beginning on shore at a point 34° 56.4333' N – 76° 49.5833' 

W; running easterly along shore to a point 34° 56.3422' N – 76° 49.1158' W; running 

northeasterly near Marker "2" to a point 34° 56.7650' N – 76° 48.5778' W; running 

northerly to a point 34° 56.8333' N – 76° 48.6000' W; running southwesterly along the 

six foot depth to a point 34° 56.6067' N – 76° 49.6190' W; running southerly to the 

beginning point. 

 

Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-182; 113-221; 113-221.1; 143B-289.52 

 

15A NCAC 03R .0118 EXEMPTED CRAB POT ESCAPE RING AREAS 

The areas referenced in 15A NCAC 03J .0301(g) are delineated in the following coastal fishing waters: 

(1) Pamlico Sound - within the area described by a line beginning at a point 35° 43.7457' N – 75° 

30.7014' W on the south shore of Eagles Nest Bay on Pea Island; running westerly to a point 35° 

42.9500' N – 75° 34.1500' W; running southerly to a point 35° 39.3500' N – 75° 34.4000' W; 

running southeasterly to a point 35° 35.8931' N – 75° 31.1514' W in Chicamacomico Channel near 

Beacon "ICC"; running southerly to a point 35° 28.5610' N – 75° 31.5825' W on Gull Island; 

running southwesterly to a point 35° 22.8671' N – 75° 33.5851' W in Avon Channel near Beacon 

"1AV"; running southwesterly to a point 35° 18.9603' N – 75° 36.0817' W in Cape Channel near 

Beacon "2"; running westerly to a point 35° 16.7588' N – 75° 44.2554' W in Rollinson Channel 

near Beacon "42RC"; running southwesterly to a point 35° 14.0337' N – 75° 45.9643' W 

southwest of Oliver Reef near the quick-flashing beacon; running westerly to a point 35° 09.3650' 
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N – 76° 00.6377' W in Big Foot Slough Channel near Beacon "14BF"; running southwesterly to a 

point 35° 08.4523' N – 76° 02.6651' W in Nine Foot Shoal Channel near Beacon "9"; running 

westerly to a point 35° 07.1000' N – 76° 06.9000' W; running southwesterly to a point 35° 

01.4985' N – 76° 11.4353' W near Beacon "HL"; running southwesterly to a point 35° 00.2728' N 

– 76° 12.1903' W near Beacon "1CS"; running southerly to a point 34° 59.5027' N – 76° 12.3204' 

W in Wainwright Channel immediately east of the northern tip of Wainwright Island; running 

southwesterly to a point 34° 59.3610' N – 76° 12.6040' W on Wainwright Island; running easterly 

to a point at 34° 58.7853' N – 76° 09.8922' W on Core Banks; running easterly and northerly along 

the shoreline across the inlets following the COLREGS Demarcation line up the Outer Banks to 

the point of beginning. 

(2) Newport River, from April 1 through June 15 - within the area described by a line beginning at a 

point 34° 49.5080' N – 76° 41.4440' W; running westerly along the south side of the Highway 101 

Bridge over Core Creek to a point on the west shore 34° 49.5260' N – 76° 41.5130' W; running 

along the shoreline of Newport River and its tributaries to a point 34° 49.3050' N – 76° 44.2350' 

W; running westerly along the south side of the Highway 101 Bridge over Harlowe Canal to point 

on the west shore 34° 49.2980' N – 76° 44.2610' W; running along the shoreline of Newport River 

and its tributaries to a point 34° 45.2478' N – 76° 46.4479' W; running southerly along the Inland-

Coastal Waters boundary line to a point 34° 45.1840' N – 76° 46.4488' W; running along the 

shoreline of Newport River and its tributaries to a point 34° 43.2520' N – 76° 41.6840' W; running 

easterly along the north side of the Highway 70 Bridge over Newport River to a point 34° 43.2840' 

N – 76° 41.2200' W; running along the shoreline of Newport River and its tributaries to a point 

34° 43.3530' N – 76° 40.2080' W; running easterly across Gallant Channel to a point 34° 43.3521' 

N – 76° 40.0871' W; running along the shoreline of Newport River and its tributaries back to the 

point of beginning. 

 

Authority G. S. 113-134; 113-182; 143B-289.52 
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APPENDIX B 
Trawler Nets Prohibited Rule Before and After 2006 Amendments 

 
(CURRENT VERSION, LAST AMENDED JULY 1, 2006; HIGHLIGHTS ADDED. NOTE THERE ARE NO 

AMENDMENTS PROPOSED TO THIS RULE.) 

15A NCAC 03R .0106 TRAWL NETS PROHIBITED  

The trawl net prohibited areas referenced in 15A NCAC 03J .0104 (b)(4) are delineated in the following coastal 

water areas:  

(1) In Pamlico, Core and Back sounds - within the area described by a line beginning at a point 35° 

43.7457' N - 75° 30.7014' W on the south shore of Eagles Nest Bay on Pea Island; running 

westerly to a point 35° 42.9500' N - 75° 34.1500' W; running southerly to a point 35° 39.3500' N – 

75° 34.4000' W; running southeasterly to a point 35° 35.8931' N - 75° 31.1514' W in 

Chicamacomico Channel near Beacon "ICC"; running southerly to a point 35° 28.5610' N - 75° 

31.5825' W on Gull Island; running southwesterly to a point 35° 22.8671' N - 75° 33.5851' W in 

Avon Channel near Beacon "1"; running southwesterly to a point 35° 18.9603' N - 75° 36.0817' W 

in Cape Channel near Beacon "2"; running westerly to a point 35° 16.7588' N - 75° 44.2554' W in 

Rollinson Channel near Beacon "42RC"; running southwesterly to a point 35° 14.0337' N - 75° 

45.9643' W southwest of Oliver Reef near the quick-flashing beacon; running westerly to a point 

35° 09.3650' N – 76° 00.6377' W in Big Foot Slough Channel near Beacon "14BF"; running 

southwesterly to a point 35° 08.4523' N – 76° 02.6651'W in Nine Foot Shoal Channel near Beacon 

"9"; running westerly to a point 35° 07.1000' N – 76° 06.9000' W; running southwesterly to a 

point 35° 01.4985' N – 76° 11.4353' W near Beacon "HL"; running southwesterly to a point 35° 

00.2728' N - 76° 12.1903' W near Beacon "2CS"; running southerly to a point 34° 59.5027' N – 

76° 12.3204' W in Wainwright Channel immediately east of the northern tip of Wainwright Island; 

running easterly to a point  34° 58.6760'N – 76° 12.4164'W; running southerly to a point 

34°56.6697'N – 76° 13.6052'W near Marker "15"; running southwesterly to a point 34° 54.1584'N 

– 76° 16.9016'W; running southwesterly to a point 34° 52.1484'N – 76° 19.2607'W; running 

southwesterly to a point 34° 51.0617'N – 76° 21.0449'W; running southwesterly to a point 34° 

48.3137' N - 76° 24.3717' W; running southwesterly to a point 34° 46.3739' N – 76° 26.1526' W; 

running southwesterly to a point 34° 44.5795' N – 76° 27.5136' W; running southwesterly to a 

point 34° 43.4895' N – 76° 28.9411' W near Beacon "37A"; running southwesterly to a point 34° 

40.4500' N – 76° 30.6833' W; running westerly to a point 34° 40.7061' N – 76° 31.5893' W near 

Beacon "35" in Back Sound; running westerly to a point 34° 41.3178' N - 76° 33.8092' W near 

Buoy "3"; running southwesterly to a point 34° 39.6601' N – 76° 34.4078' W on Shackleford 

Banks; running easterly and northeasterly along the shoreline and across Barden Inlet following 

the COLREGS Demarcation line; then running northerly along the shoreline across the inlets 

following the COLREGS Demarcation line up the Outer Banks to Eagles Nest Bay at the point of 

beginning.  

(2) In Northern Pamlico Sound, Stumpy Point Bay - north of a line beginning at a point 35° 40.9719' 

N - 75° 44.4213' W on Drain Point; running westerly to a point 35° 40.6550' N - 75° 45.6869' W 

on Kazer Point; 

(3) In the Pamlico River area, lower Goose Creek - south of a line beginning at a point 35° 18.2676' 

N - 76° 37.4706' W on the north shore of Snode Creek; running easterly to a point 35° 18.1660' 

N - 76° 36.9095' W on Store Point; 

(4) In the Bay River Area: 

(a) In Dump Creek - north of a line beginning at a point 35° 11.6666' N - 76° 33.4207' W on 

the west shore; running southeasterly to a point 35° 11.3926' N - 76° 32.8993' W on the 

east shore; 

(b) In Rockhole Bay - north of a line beginning at a point 35° 11.3926' N - 76° 32.8993' W 

on the west shore; running southeasterly to a point 35° 11.1321' N - 76° 32.1360' W on 

the east shore; 

(c) In Vandemere Creek - north of a line beginning at a point 35° 11.2681' N - 76° 39.5220' 

W on the west shore; running southerly to a point 35° 11.0879' N - 76° 39.3200' W on the 

east shore; 
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(d) In Cedar Creek - west of a line beginning at a point 35° 11.2681' N - 76° 39.5220' W on 

the north shore; running southwesterly to a point 35° 11.1033' N - 76° 39.7321' W on the 

south shore of an unnamed tributary; 

(e) In Chapel Creek - north of a line beginning at a point 35° 08.6768' N - 76° 42.7985' W on 

the west shore; running easterly to a point 35° 08.7677' N - 76° 42.3604' W on the east 

shore; 

(f) In Upper Bay River - west of a line beginning at a point 35° 08.6704' N - 76° 43.0836' W 

on the north shore; running southwesterly to a point 35° 08.4590' N - 76° 43.1930' W on 

the south shore; 

(5) In the Neuse River Area, Pierce Creek - west of a line beginning at a point 35° 02.4336' N - 76° 

39.7653' W on the north shore; running southerly to a point 35° 02.3767' N - 76° 39.7876' W on 

the south shore; 

(6) In Cape Lookout Bight, all of Cape Lookout Bight - southwest of the COLREGS Demarcation 

line at Barden Inlet to the northeastern most point of Power Squadron Spit; running northeasterly 

to a point 34° 38.6150' N – 76° 32.7434' W on Shackleford Banks; 

(7) Newport River - all waters upstream of a line beginning at a point 34° 45.6960'N – 76° 43.5180' 

W near Penn Point; running northeasterly to a point 34° 46.5733' N – 76° 42.6350' W at Hardesty 

Farms subdivision; 

(8) White Oak River - all waters upstream of a line beginning at a point on the west side of the river 

34° 43.3425' N – 77° 07.2209' W; running northerly to a point 34° 43.6445'N – 77° 07.3177' W in 

the river above Cahoon's Slough; running easterly to a point 34° 43.5588' N – 77° 06.6206' W at 

Hancock Point; 

(9) Intracoastal Waterway - all waters in the maintained channel from a point near Marker #105 34° 

18.8167' N – 77° 42.8833' W running southerly to a point at  the Wrightsville Beach Drawbridge 

34° 12.9500' N – 77° 47.9833' W; 

(10) Cape Fear River - all waters bounded by a line beginning at a point near Fort Fisher 33° 57.5333' 

N – 77° 56.9333' W running southwesterly along The Rocks to a point 33° 55.1833' N – 77° 

58.0833' W running southeasterly and southerly along the shorelines of Second and Buzzard's 

Bays to a point 33° 53.0333' N – 57.9333' W  running northeastly and northwestly along the 

barrier island shorelines of Buzzard's Bay, Second Bay and The Basin back to the point of  origin; 

(11) Cape Creek - all waters upstream of a line beginning at a point on the north shore 33° 53.6167' N – 

77° 59.3333' W running southwesterly to a point on the south shore 33° 53.3667' N – 77° 59.4667' 

W; and 

(12) Bald Head Creek - all waters upstream of a line beginning at a point on the west  shore 33° 

52.8667' N – 77° 59.8000' W running easterly to a point on the east shore 33° 52.8667' N – 77° 

59.7167' W. 

 

History Note: Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-182; 143B-289.52; 

Eff. January 1, 1991; 

Amended Eff. March 1, 1994; 

Recodified from 15A NCAC 3R .0006 Eff. December 17, 1996; 

Amended Eff. July 1, 2006; August 1, 2004; April 1, 1997. 

 

 

 

(VERSION EFFECTIVE AUGUST 1, 2004 SHOWN WITH PROPOSED 2006 CHANGES) 

15A NCAC 03R .0106 TRAWL NETS PROHIBITED  

The trawl net prohibited areas referenced in 15A NCAC 03J .0104 (b)(4) are delineated in the following coastal 

water areas:  

(1) In Pamlico, Sound Core and Back sounds - within the area described by a line beginning at a point 

35° 43.7457' N - 75° 30.7014' W on the south shore of Eagles Nest Bay on Pea Island; running 

westerly to a point 35° 42.9500' N - 75° 34.1500' W; running southerly to a point 35° 39.3500' N – 

75° 34.4000' W; running southeasterly to a point 35° 35.8931' N - 75° 31.1514' W in 

Chicamacomico Channel near Beacon "ICC"; running southerly to a point 35° 28.5610' N - 75° 

31.5825' W on Gull Island; running southwesterly to a point 35° 22.8671' N - 75° 33.5851' W in 

Avon Channel near Beacon "1"; running southwesterly to a point 35° 18.9603' N - 75° 36.0817' W 
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in Cape Channel near Beacon "2"; running westerly to a point 35° 16.7588' N - 75° 44.2554' W in 

Rollinson Channel near Beacon "42RC"; running southwesterly to a point 35° 14.0337' N - 75° 

45.9643' W southwest of Oliver Reef near the quick-flashing beacon; running westerly to a point 

35° 09.3650' N – 76° 00.6377' W in Big Foot Slough Channel near Beacon "14BF"; running 

southwesterly to a point 35° 08.4523' N – 76° 02.6651'W in Nine Foot Shoal Channel near Beacon 

"9"; running westerly to a point 35° 07.1000' N – 76° 06.9000' W; running southwesterly to a 

point 35° 01.4985' N – 76° 11.4353' W near Beacon "HL"; running southwesterly to a point 35° 

00.2728' N - 76° 12.1903' W near Beacon "2CS"; running southerly to a point 34° 59.5027' N – 

76° 12.3204' W in Wainwright Channel immediately east of the northern tip of Wainwright Island; 

running easterly to a point  34° 58.8333' N – 76° 09.2167' W on Core Banks; running northerly 

along the shoreline and across the inlets following the COLREGS Demarcation lines to the point 

of beginning; 34° 58.6760’N – 76° 12.4164’W; running southerly to a point 34°56.6697’N – 76° 

13.6052’W near Marker “15”; running southwesterly to a point 34° 54.1584’N – 76° 16.9016’W; 

running southwesterly to a point 34° 52.1484’N – 76° 19.2607’W; running southwesterly to a 

point 34° 51.0617’N – 76° 21.0449’W; running southwesterly to a point 34° 48.3137' N - 76° 

24.3717' W; running southwesterly to a point 34° 46.3739' N – 76° 26.1526' W; running 

southwesterly to a point 34° 44.5795' N – 76° 27.5136' W; running southwesterly to a point 34° 

43.4895' N – 76° 28.9411' W near Beacon "37A"; running southwesterly to a point 34° 40.4500' N 

– 76° 30.6833' W; running westerly to a point 34° 40.7061' N – 76° 31.5893' W near Beacon "35" 

in Back Sound; running westerly to a point 34° 41.3178' N - 76° 33.8092' W near Buoy "3"; 

running southwesterly to a point 34° 39.6601' N – 76° 34.4078' W on Shackleford Banks; running 

easterly and northeasterly along the shoreline and across Barden Inlet following the COLREGS 

Demarcation line; then running northerly along the shoreline across the inlets following the 

COLREGS Demarcation line up the Outer Banks to Eagles Nest Bay at the point of beginning. 

(2) In Northern Pamlico Sound, Stumpy Point Bay - north of a line beginning at a point 35° 40.9719' 

N - 75° 44.4213' W on Drain Point; running westerly to a point 35° 40.6550' N - 75° 45.6869' W 

on Kazer Point; 

(3) In the Pamlico River area, lower Goose Creek - south of a line beginning at a point 35° 18.2676' 

N - 76° 37.4706' W on the north shore of Snode Creek; running easterly to a point 35° 18.1660' 

N - 76° 36.9095' W on Store Point; 

(4) In the Bay River Area: 

(a) In Dump Creek - north of a line beginning at a point 35° 11.6666' N - 76° 33.4207' W on 

the west shore; running southeasterly to a point 35° 11.3926' N - 76° 32.8993' W on the 

east shore; 

(b) In Rockhole Bay - north of a line beginning at a point 35° 11.3926' N - 76° 32.8993' W 

on the west shore; running southeasterly to a point 35° 11.1321' N - 76° 32.1360' W on 

the east shore; 

(c) In Vandemere Creek - north of a line beginning at a point 35° 11.2681' N - 76° 39.5220' 

W on the west shore; running southerly to a point 35° 11.0879' N - 76° 39.3200' W on the 

east shore; 

(d) In Cedar Creek - west of a line beginning at a point 35° 11.2681' N - 76° 39.5220' W on 

the north shore; running southwesterly to a point 35° 11.1033' N - 76° 39.7321' W on the 

south shore of an unnamed tributary; 

(e) In Chapel Creek - north of a line beginning at a point 35° 08.6768' N - 76° 42.7985' W on 

the west shore; running easterly to a point 35° 08.7677' N - 76° 42.3604' W on the east 

shore; 

(f) In Upper Bay River - west of a line beginning at a point 35° 08.6704' N - 76° 43.0836' W 

on the north shore; running southwesterly to a point 35° 08.4590' N - 76° 43.1930' W on 

the south shore; 

(5) In the Neuse River Area, Pierce Creek - west of a line beginning at a point 35° 02.4336' N - 76° 

39.7653' W on the north shore; running southerly to a point 35° 02.3767' N - 76° 39.7876' W on 

the south shore. 

(6) In Core and Back sounds beginning at a point 34° 50.4333' N – 76° 20.2000' W on Core Banks 

near Drum Inlet; running northwesterly to a point 34° 51.0617' N – 76° 21.0449' W; running 

southwesterly to a point 34° 48.3137' N - 76° 24.3717' W; running southwesterly to a point 34° 

46.3739' N – 76° 26.1526' W; running southwesterly to a point 34° 44.5795' N – 76° 27.5136' W; 
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running southwesterly to a point 34° 43.4895' N – 76° 28.9411' W near Beacon "37A"; running 

southwesterly to a point 34° 40.4500' N – 76° 30.6833' W; running westerly to a point 34° 

40.7061' N – 76° 31.5893' W near Beacon "35" in Back Sound; running westerly to a point 34° 

41.3178' N - 76° 33.8092' W near Buoy "3"; running southwesterly to a point 34° 39.6601' N – 

76° 34.4078' W on Shackleford Banks; running easterly and northeasterly along the shoreline and 

across Barden Inlet following the COLREGS Demarcation line to the point of beginning. 

(7)(6) In Cape Lookout Bight, all of Cape Lookout Bight - southwest of the COLREGS Demarcation 

line at Barden Inlet to the northeastern most point of Power Squadron Spit; running northeasterly 

to a point 34° 38.6150' N – 76° 32.7434' W on Shackleford Banks. 

(7) Newport River - all waters upstream of a line beginning at a point 34° 45.6960’N – 76° 43.5180’ 

W near Penn Point; running northeasterly to a point 34° 46.5733’ N – 76° 42.6350’ W at Hardesty 

Farms subdivision. 

(8) White Oak River - all waters upstream of a line beginning at a point on the west side of the river 

34° 43.3425’ N – 77° 07.2209’ W; running northerly to a point 34° 43.6445’N – 77° 07.3177’ W 

in the river above Cahoon’s Slough; running easterly to a point 34° 43.5588’ N – 77° 06.6206’ W 

at Hancock Point. 

(9) Intracoastal Waterway - all waters in the maintained channel from a point near Marker #105 34° 

18.8167’ N – 77° 42.8833’ W running southerly to a point at  the Wrightsville Beach Drawbridge 

34° 12.9500’ N – 77° 47.9833’ W. 

(10) Cape Fear River - all waters bounded by a line beginning at a point near Fort Fisher 33° 57.5333’ 

N – 77° 56.9333’ W running southwesterly along The Rocks to a point 33° 55.1833’ N – 77° 

58.0833’ W running southeasterly and southerly along the shorelines of Second and Buzzard’s 

Bays to a point 33° 53.0333’ N – 57.9333’ W  running northeastly and northwestly along the 

barrier island shorelines of Buzzard’s Bay, Second Bay and The Basin back to the point of origin. 

(11) Cape Creek - all waters upstream of a line beginning at a point on the north shore 33° 53.6167’ N 

– 77° 59.3333’ W running southwesterly to a point on the south shore 33° 53.3667’ N – 77° 

59.4667’ W. 

(12) Bald Head Creek - all waters upstream of a line beginning at a point on the west  shore 33° 

52.8667’ N – 77° 59.8000’ W running easterly to a point on the east shore 33° 52.8667’ N – 77° 

59.7167’ W. 

 

History Note: Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-182; 143B-289.52; 

Eff. January 1, 1991; 

Amended Eff. March 1, 1994; 

Recodified from 15A NCAC 3R .0006 Eff. December 17, 1996; 

Amended Eff. August 1, 2004; April 1, 1997. 
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APPENDIX C 
Proclamation PT-4-99 (Pamlico Sound Outer Banks Escape Ring Exemption Area) 
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APPENDIX D 
Proclamation PT-4-99 (Map of Pamlico Sound Outer Banks Escape Ring Exemption Area) 
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APPENDIX E 
Proclamation PT-1-2011 (Newport River Escape Ring Exemption) 

 

PT-1-2011 

PROCLAMATION 

RE: CRAB POT ESCAPE RINGS 

Dr. Louis B. Daniel III, Director, Division of Marine Fisheries, hereby announces that effective at 10:00 
A.M., Sunday, April 10, 2011, the following area will be exempt from the escape ring requirement in crab 
pots until 12:01 A.M., June 15, 2011. 

I. AREA DESCRIPTION: 

Newport River bounded by the Highway 70 Bridge in the south and the Highway 101 Bridge at Core 
Creek in the north. (No Map) 

II. GENERAL INFORMATION: 

A. This proclamation is issued under the authority of N.C.G.S. 113-170.4; 113-170.5; 113-182; 113-221.1; 
143B-289.52 and N.C. Marine Fisheries Rule 15A NCAC 03H .0103 and 03J .0301. 

B. It is unlawful to violate provisions of any proclamation issued by the Fisheries Director under his 
delegated authority pursuant to N.C. Marine Fisheries Rule 15A NCAC 03H .0103. 

C. This action is being taken to allow the harvest of mature female crabs. During this period of exemption, 
escape rings in crab pots may be obstructed to retain the crabs in the area described above. 

D. Fisheries Rule 15A NCAC 03J .0301 (g) authorizes the Fisheries Director exempt crab pots from the 
escape ring requirement. 

April 8, 2011 
10:00 A.M. 
PT-1-2011 

 


