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Basic Information 
 

Agency    DENR, Division of Coastal Management (DCM) 

     Coastal Resources Commission 
 

Title      Single Family Residences Exempted 

 

 

 

Citation    15A NCAC 07K .0208 

 

Description of the Proposed Rule 07K .0208 exempts single family residences from CAMA 

permit requirements that are 40 feet landward of normal 

high water or normal water level. The proposed rule change 

deletes the requirement of obtaining a signed statement of 

no objection from adjacent property owners, extends the 

permit timeframe to three years and allows materials other 

than wood to be used for an accessway to the water. 

 

 

Agency Contact Mike Lopazanski 

 Policy & Planning Section Chief 

 Mike.Lopazanski@ncdenr.gov 

 (252) 808-2808 ext 223 

Authority    113A-103(5)c 

 

 

Necessity The Coastal Resources Commission is proposing to amend 

its administrative rules in order to remove the requirement 

to obtain a signed statement of no objection from adjacent 

property owners. The inability to obtain such as statement 

causes property owners to seek a Minor Permit, which has 

a $100 fee but does not require a signed statement. The 

proposed rule changes are consistent with G.S. 150B-

19.1(b) which requires agencies to identify existing rules 

that are unnecessary, unduly burdensome, or inconsistent 

with the principles set forth in 150B-19.1(a) and modify 

them to reduce regulatory burden. 

 

 

Impact Summary   State government:  Yes 

Local government:  Yes 

Substantial impact:  No 

Federal government:  No 

Private entities:  Yes 
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Summary 
 

The Coastal Resources Commission (CRC) is proposing to amend its administrative rules in 

order to remove the requirement to obtain a signed statement of no objection from adjacent 

property owners in connection with the Exemption for single family residences constructed 

within the Estuarine Shoreline Area of Environmental Concern which are more than 40 feet 

landward of normal high water or normal water level. There is no fee associated with the 

Exemption. The inability to obtain such a statement causes property owners to seek a Minor 

Permit which has a $100 fee but does not require a signed statement. In addition, other 

exemptions authorized under subchapter 07K do not require adjacent property owner 

notification. This amendment will provide consistency with these other exemptions. The 

timeframe associated with the Exemption is one year whereas Minor and Major Permits do not 

expire for three years. The CRC intends to increase the Exemption timeframe to three years to be 

consistent with Minor and Major Permit expiration dates.  

 

The amendments to 15A NCAC 07K .0208 would apply when riparian property owners are 

seeking a Coastal Area Management Act (CAMA) permit exemption for the construction of 

single family residences and are no longer required to obtain a written statement of no objection 

from adjacent property owners. In addition, they will be afforded additional flexibility in the 

construction of a house-to-water access by not being limited to an elevated, slatted wooden 

walkway. Riparian property owners will also have additional time to complete their project 

without having to re-notify the local government or Division and ask for an extension. The 

Division of Coastal Management estimates that approximately 5% or 6 of the average 123 

Exemption applicants per year are required to go through the Minor Permit process due to the 

inability to obtain a written statement of no objection from adjacent property owners. As there is 

no fee for the permit exemption while a Minor Permit cost $100, the potential cost savings to 

property owners is estimated at $600 in permit fees per year. 

 

The economic impacts of this proposed rule change are potential financial benefits to property 

owners, who may experience a $100 savings in permit fees. Total financial benefits will be 

approximately $600 each year. Assuming an annual maximum savings of $600, the 10-year 

present value of the benefits of the proposed rule change to property owners is approximately 

$4,000, using a 7% discount rate. Also, property owners would save some time in the process of 

obtaining the documentation necessary prior to construction or to continue construction of a 

single family residence. 

 

These amendments will have no impact on NC Department of Transportation (NC DOT) 

projects. There will be a $540 per year savings to the Division of Coastal Management due to the 

difference between Minor Permit and Exemption issuance reimbursement rates to local 

governments. There will be a net loss of $450 in permit receipts to local governments. 

 

The proposed effective date of these amendments is April 1, 2015.  

 

 

Introduction, Purpose and Description of Rule Amendment 
 

The Coastal Resources Commission’s (CRC) rule 15A NCAC 07K .0208 exempts from Coastal 

Area Management Act (CAMA) permit requirements the construction of single family 

residences and related land disturbances constructed within the Coastal Shoreline Area of 

Environmental Concern which are: 

 sited more than 40 feet landward of normal high water or normal water level;  
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 involve no land disturbing activity within the 40 foot buffer area; 

  consistent with all other applicable CAMA permit standards and local land use plans and 

rules in effect at the time the exemption is granted.  

 

This exemption also requires notification and a signed statement of no objection from adjacent 

property owners. There is no fee associated with the exemption.  

 

The requirement for a signed statement of no objection from adjacent property owners 

sometimes causes an unnecessary hardship and prevents property owners from qualifying for the 

Subchapter 07K Exemption. Property owners are sometimes unable to secure signed statements 

from adjacent riparian property owners because they do not live in the area, or because the 

adjacent owner declines to sign. In these situations, applicants must then go through the Minor 

Permit process, resulting in increased costs ($100 permit fee) and lost time. To obtain a Minor 

Permit, an applicant is only required to notify the adjacent property owner and is not required to 

obtain a signed statement of no objection, so this (stricter) requirement for the 07K permit 

Exemption is unnecessary. In addition, other exemptions authorized under Subchapter 07K do 

not require adjacent property notification. This amendment will provide consistency with these 

other exemptions. 

 

A second amendment being considered would allow a non-elevated house-to-water access 

constructed of materials other than wood. Under the 15A NCAC 07K .0208 permit exemption, 

the Commission’s rules (07K .0208(a)) exempt from permitting requirements the construction of 

an accessway to the water “in accordance with Rule 07H .0209(d)(10)(D),” providing it is an 

elevated, slatted, wooden boardwalk that is exclusively for pedestrian use and is six feet in width 

or less. However, the rules in 15A NCAC 07H .0209(d)(10)(D) are intended to apply to shore-

parallel boardwalks and not for traditional house-to-water access. The CRC intends to strike this 

rule reference, and allow walkways under this Exemption to be other than elevated, slatted, and 

wooden. Materials, such as gravel or concrete, would be permissible under this exemption to 

allow ease of house-to-water access without dramatically increasing impervious surface 

coverages. Any portion constructed over wetlands, however, would need to be elevated at least 

three feet above the substrate. This elevated provision is consistent with the Commission’s 

existing requirements for docks and piers. 

 

A third change would affect the expiration of the 15A NCAC 07K .0208 Exemption. The 

timeframe associated with the exemption is one year, whereas Minor and Major Permits do not 

expire for three years. The CRC intends to increase the exemption timeframe to three years in 

order to be consistent with Minor and Major Permit expiration dates. 

 
 

Impacts 
 

 

Private Property Owners: 

 

The proposed rule amendments would apply to riparian property owners seeking a CAMA 

permit exemption for the construction of a single family residence that is sited more than 40 feet 

landward of normal high water or normal water level, and involve no land disturbing activity 

within the 40 foot buffer area and that is consistent with all other applicable CAMA permit 

standards and local land use plans and rules in effect at the time. 
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Over the past five years, an average of 123 exemptions per year have been issued under 15A 

NCAC 07K .0208. The Division of Coastal Management estimates that approximately 5% or six 

applicants per year were required to go through the Minor Permit process due to the inability to 

obtain a written statement of no objection from adjacent property owners. The average number 

of applications for the exemption over this timeframe is considered to be typical and it is 

assumed that there will continue to be 123 exemption applications of this type in the future. 

 

There is no fee for the permit exemption while a Minor Permit costs $100 for the construction of 

a similar structure. In order to estimate the potential cost savings to property owners, it is 

assumed that these six property owners could have taken advantage of the Exemption and not 

have had to pay the $100 Minor Permit fee, resulting in an estimated savings of $600 in permit 

fees per year. 

 

Property owners will also likely benefit from reduced time spent completing the Minor Permit 

application, having to document that a notice has been provided to adjacent property owners, and 

notifying the local government or Division that the construction has not been completed within a 

year and having to ask for an extension.  

 

NC Department of Transportation (NC DOT): 

 

Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.4, the proposed amendments to 15A NCAC 07K .208 will not affect 

environmental permitting for the NC DOT. While NC DOT would be eligible for the exemption 

and its associated uses, it is unlikely that NC DOT will be involved in such a project.  

 

Local Government: 

 

While local governments would be eligible for the exemption and its associated uses, they are 

typically not involved in these types of projects. In the past five years, there have been no local 

government projects involving the single family residence exemption. However, the CAMA 

Minor Permit Program is administered by local governments that have CRC approved 

Implementation and Enforcement Programs. Local governments collect the $100 Minor Permit 

fee and additionally receive from the Division $115 per Minor Permit processed. Local 

governments are reimbursed by the Division $25 per exemption processed.  Therefore, the 

proposed change is anticipated to result in a decrease in permitting receipts to local governments 

participating in the Minor Permitting Program of $600 per year from permit fee collections and 

$690 from Division reimbursements and an increase in reimbursements from the Division for 

processed exemptions of $150. Thus, the estimated net loss to local governments in permit fees 

would be $1,140.  Local governments would, however, save time on reviewing documentation 

since the time spent on an application for an exemption is shorter than that on a Minor Permit. 

Two separate reimbursement rates the Division provides to the local governments for reviewing 

exemptions ($25) and for Minor Permits ($115) reflects this time difference. 
 

Division of Coastal Management (DCM): 

 

DCM’s permit review process will not be changed by these amendments as property owners will 

still need to obtain an exemption under 15A NCAC 07K .0208. The Division of Coastal 

Management reimburses local governments for administration of the Minor Permit Program at a 

rate of $115 per permit and $25 per exemption. The additional six properties owners per year 

eligible for the exemption will result in a net savings to the Division of $540, which is the 

difference between the reimbursement rates for Minor Permits versus Exemptions. These 

amendments do not reflect significant changes in how various projects are reviewed or permitted 



 

 5 

by the Division of Coastal Management, and the Division does anticipate significant changes in 

permitting receipts due to the proposed action. 

 

 

Cost/Benefits Summary 
 

Private Citizens: 

 

The amendments to 15A NCAC 07K .0208 would apply when riparian property owners are 

seeking a CAMA permit exemption for the construction of single family residences and are no 

longer required to obtain a written statement of no objection from adjacent property owners. In 

addition, they will be afforded additional flexibility in the construction of a house-to-water 

access by not being limited to an elevated, slatted wooden walkway. Riparian property owners 

will also have additional time to complete their project without having to re-notify the local 

government or Division and ask for an extension. The Division of Coastal Management 

estimates that approximately 5% or six Exemption applicants per year are required to go through 

the Minor Permit process due to the inability to obtain a written statement of no objection from 

adjacent property owners. As there is no fee for the permit Exemption and a Minor Permit costs 

$100, the potential cost savings to property owners is estimated at $600 in permit fees per year, 

plus any time saved from not having to document that a notice has been provided to adjacent 

property owners and having to notifying the local government or Division that the construction 

has not been completed within a year and having to ask for an extension. 

 

The economic impacts of this proposed rule change are potential financial benefits to property 

owners, who may experience a $100 savings in permit fees. Total financial benefits will be 

approximately $600 each year. Assuming an annual maximum savings of $600, the 10-year 

present value of the benefits of the proposed rule change to property owners is approximately 

$4,000, using a 7% discount rate.  
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APPENDIX A 

 

15A NCAC 07K .0208 SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENCES EXEMPTED 

 

(a) All single family residences constructed within the Coastal Estuarine Shoreline Area of Environmental Concern 

which are more than 40 feet landward of normal high water or normal water level, and involve no land disturbing 

activity within the 40 feet buffer area are exempted from the CAMA permit requirement as long as this exemption is 

consistent with all other applicable CAMA permit standards and local land use plans and rules in effect at the time 

the exemption is granted. This exemption does allow for the construction of an a generally shore perpendicular 

access to the water, in accordance with Rule 07H .0209(d)(10). providing that the access shall be no wider than six 

feet and may be constructed out of materials such as wood, composite material, gravel, paver stones, concrete, brick, 

or similar materials. Any access constructed over wetlands shall be elevated at least three feet above any wetland 

substrate as measured from the bottom of the decking.  

(b) Within the AEC for estuarine shorelines contiguous to waters classified as Outstanding Resource Waters 

(ORW), no CAMA permit shall be required if the proposed development is a single-family residence which has a 

built upon area of 25 percent or less and: 

(1) has no stormwater collection system; and 

(2) is at least 40 feet from waters classified as ORW. 

(c) Before beginning any work under this exemption, the Department of Environment and Natural Resources 

representative must be notified of the proposed activity to allow on-site review. Notification may be by telephone, in 

person or in writing. Notification must include: 

(1) the name, address, and telephone number of the landowner and the location of the work, including the 

county, nearest community and water body; 

(2) the dimensions of the proposed project, including proposed landscaping and the location of normal high 

water or normal water level; 

(3) confirmation that a written statement has been obtained, signed by the adjacent riparian property owners 

indicating that they have no objections to the proposed work. 

(d) In eroding areas, this exemption shall apply only when the local permit officer has determined that the house has 

been located the maximum feasible distance back on the lot but not less than forty feet. 

(e) Construction of the structure authorized by this exemption shall be completed by December 31 of the third year 

within one year of the issuance date of this exemption permit or the general authorization expires. 

 

History Note:  Authority G.S. 113A-103(5) c; 

Eff. November 1, 1984; 

Amended Eff. December 1, 2006; December 1, 1991; May 1, 1990; October 1, 1989. 

Amended Eff. TBD, 2014. 

 

 


