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Fiscal Note Review of 

Proposed Wildlife Resources Commission No-Wake Zone Rule 

15A NCAC 10F .0327 – Montgomery County 

 

Prepared by: Betsy Haywood, No-Wake Zone Coordinator 

 

Contact: Erica Garner, General Counsel 

 1701 Mail Service Center 

 Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-1701 

 (919) 707-0014 

 erica.garner@ncwildlife.org 

 

Impact: Local Funds:   No 

 

 State Funds:  Yes 

 

 Private Funds:   No 

 

 Substantial Economic Impact:  Does not meet $1,000,000 threshold 

 

Authority:         G.S. § 75A-3; 75A-15 

For reasons which are outlined below, WRC believes that this rule change would have a State fiscal 

impact of approximately $1,000.  An analysis of the proposed changes for the rules follows.   

 

BACKGROUND 

 

As part of its mission, WRC conducts reviews of its boating safety and other regulations to determine 

whether such rules need to be adjusted in order to accomplish the objectives of ensuring the safety 

of the boating public; managing Commission-owned land for the conservation of wildlife resources 

and the enjoyment of the public; and implementing legislative directives. 

 

The WRC is tasked with promoting the policy of this State to promote safety for persons and property 

in and connected with the use, operation, and equipment of vessels, and to promote uniformity of 

laws relating thereto. (G.S. § 75A-1). The WRC is empowered to adopt rules, for the local water in 

question, as to the operation of vessels, including restrictions concerning speed zones, and type of 

activity conducted; the promotion of boating and water safety generally by occupants of vessels, 

swimmers, fishermen, and others using the water; and the placement and maintenance of navigation 

aids and markers, in conformity with governing provisions of law.  (G.S. § 75A-15).  The statutes 

governing water safety rules are found in Chapter 75A, Subchapter IV of the General Statutes, and 

WRC has been granted rulemaking authority to implement the provisions of these statutes. (G.S. § 

75A-15). 
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A summary of the proposed rule amendment is shown below, with the full text included in 

Appendix A. 

 
PROPOSED RULE CHANGE 15A NCAC 10F .0327 Montgomery County 

 

Description and Justification 

The proposed permanent amendment to 15A NCAC 10F .0327 (APPENDIX 1) will establish a no-

wake zone on Lake Tillery in Montgomery County, in the vicinity of the Lilly’s Bridge Boating Access 

Area.  The Wildlife Resources Commission is requesting a no wake zone shore to shore in the 

waters of Lake Tillery near the Lilly’s Bridge Boating Access Area. 

 

Agency Law Enforcement has determined multiple hazards to boater safety in the area, including the 

boating access area, nearby fueling docks, a restaurant, and two bridge structures.  The Wildlife 

Resources Commission will mark the no-wake zone at a cost of no more than $1,000. 

 

Fiscal Impact  

 

State Impact 

The Wildlife Resources Commission is the applicant requesting a no-wake zone due to boater 

safety concerns on Lake Tillery in Montgomery County, in the vicinity of the Lilly’s Bridge 

Boating Access Area.  There is not anticipated increase cost of staff time for enforcement as 

officers already patrol this area to enforce existing water safety rules, and we assume there will be 

compliance with the No Wake Zone.  The Wildlife Resources Commission will mark the no-wake 

zone with two additional buoys, at an estimated invoice cost of under $500.00, but we are 

conservatively estimated the cost to be no more than $1000.00.  Buoys generally last longer than ten 

years without needing to be replaced or have maintenance. 

 

Local Impact 

None.  This rule has no local government fiscal impact. 

 

Private Impact 

None.  This rule has no private fiscal impact.  The regulated community will not incur any direct 

financial cost as a result of this rule change, but their behavior will be restricted.  However the 

benefit of that restriction is increased boater safety. 

 

Substantial Economic Impact 

None.  There will be no substantial economic impact to the public. 
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APPENDIX 1 

 
15A NCAC 10F .0327        MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

(a)  Regulated Areas.  This Rule applies to the waters and portions of waters described as follows: 

(1)           Badin Lake: 

(A)          Lakeshore Drive Cove as delineated by appropriate markers. 

(B)          Entrance to fueling site and marina west of the main channel of Lake Forest Drive Cove. 

(C)          Gar Creek. 

(D)          Beyer's Island waterfront channel facing the mainland.  

(2)           Lake Tillery: 

(A)          Woodrun Cove as delineated by appropriate markers. 

(B)          Carolina Forest Cove as delineated by appropriate markers. 

(C) The waters in the vicinity of the Lilly’s Bridge Boating Access Area shore to shore, from a 

line north of the Route 1110 bridge at a point on the eastern shore at 35.23224 N, 80.06169 

W, to a point on the western shore at 35.23289 N, 80.06318 W, to a line southwest of the 

Lilly’s Bridge Boating Access Area, from a point on the eastern shore at 35.23068 N; 

80.06267 W, to a point on the western shore at 35.23150 N; 80.06432 W.  

(3)           Tuckertown Reservoir. 

(b)  Speed Limit Near Shore Facilities.  No person shall operate a vessel at greater than no-wake speed within 50 yards 

of any marked boat launching area, dock, pier, bridge, marina, boat storage structure, or boat service area on the waters 

of the regulated areas described in Paragraph (a) of this Rule. 

(c)  Speed Limit.  No person shall operate a vessel at greater than no-wake speed within any regulated area described in 

Paragraph (a) of this Rule. 

(d)  Restricted Swimming Areas.  No person operating or responsible for the operation of a vessel shall permit it to enter 

any marked public swimming area established with the approval of the Wildlife Resources Commission on the waters of 

the regulated areas described in Paragraph (a) of this Rule. 

(e)  Placement and Maintenance of Markers.  The Board of Commissioners of Montgomery County is hereby designated 

a suitable agency for placement and maintenance of the markers implementing (a)(1)(A), (B), (C), (D), (2)(A) and (B), 

and (3) of  this Rule in accordance with the Uniform System. The North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission is 

hereby designated a suitable agency for placement and maintenance of the markers implementing (a)(2)(C) of this Rule.  

  

History Note:        Authority G.S. 75A-3; 75A-15; 

Eff. November 1, 1977; 

Amended Eff. December 1, 1990; May 1, 1989; March 25, 1978; 

Temporary Amendment Eff. June 1, 1998; 

Amended Eff. April 1, 1999; July 1, 1998; 

Temporary Amendment Eff. July 1, 2002; 

Amended Eff. May 1, 2017; August 1, 2006; June 1, 2005; April 1, 2003. 

  

 

 


