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Hanging Rock State Park to Incorporate Historic Properties
A master plan for a 750-acre addition to Hanging Rock State Park is under development 
and the N.C. Division of Parks and Recreation is seeking public input. The plan will guide the 
management of the new section of the park for the next several decades. The parcels added 
in 2014 include the Vade Mecum and Moore’s Springs properties, which host mineral springs 
and historic structures.

The master plan will include a land management concept, recommendations for future 
improvements, and a study of potential physical connections to the main park.

The Vade Mecum property is home to former Camp Sertoma structures, an early 1900s hotel, a 
1940s church, a gymnasium, a large pool, a spring house, and several cabins. In its heyday, Vade 
Mecum was a famous mineral springs resort where people spent summers enjoying the “curative 
powers” of the springs. It served as a retreat for various groups and community events. The site was 
home to Camp Cheshire, which was operated by the Episcopal Diocese until 1971, and 4-H Camp 
Sertoma, which operated on the site until 2013. A water wheel and dam on the property serve as 
reminders of Diamond Lake, which was built to serve the camps.

The Moore’s Springs property hosts an octagonal spring house, old cottages and Moore’s 
Springs dining room that once made up Moore’s Springs campground. The property is 
adjacent to what was once Diamond Lake.

The next public meeting will be held June 29 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. at Walnut Cove Library in 
Walnut Cove.

Proposed New Parks Would Protect Natural, Archaeological 
Treasures in Underserved Areas
Four new state parks and natural areas would protect unique ecosystems and archaeological 
sites in North Carolina if approved.

Bob’s Pocket, a series of sheltered coves and ravines with unique rock formations, healthy 
natural ecosystems and several rare plants sits practically untouched in quiet McDowell County. 
It is connected to a large area of forested lands that extend southward. The area offers a scenic 
landscape with lots of potential for trail connections and low-intensity recreational uses. Bob’s 
Pocket is proposed as a state natural area operated as a satellite of nearby South Mountains 
State Park.

Across the state in parts of Sampson, Bladen and Pender counties, the Black River is home to 
floodplains and uplands that are nationally recognized for their healthy, rare ecosystems. The 
river hosts some of the largest and oldest cypress trees in the world, offering a breathtaking 
paddling experience with abundant wildlife including many rare plants and animals. Lands 
currently owned by The Nature Conservancy and the N.C. Coastal Land Trust provide tremendous 
potential for a state park.

Bertie County is full of pristine and unusual ecosystems, including cypress-gum and tidal swamps 
as well as tidal freshwater marshes. Near the mouth of Salmon Creek, there are 18 archaeological 
sites including Native American villages, the remains of former Gov. Thomas Pollock’s home, and 
artifacts some researchers think may be linked to survivors of Sir Walter Raleigh’s “Lost Colony.” 
Preserving this area within the state parks system would allow for conservation of the rare natural 
resources, as well as preservation of these significant historic and prehistoric sites.

Warwick Mill Bay in southeast Robeson County has significant statewide ecological significance 
as an intact Carolina Bay and a large inland rookery. Breeding habitat for birds including the 
great egret, little blue heron, anhinga, white ibis, and the federally threatened wood stork 
engendered the support of Audubon and the Conservation Fund, which acquired most of the 
site in hopes it be permanently protected as a state natural area. With this designation, Warwick 
Mill Bay would managed by Audubon NC and kept in a natural state with minimal-impact access 
for birdwatching, photography, wildlife observation and scientific research.

Park and natural area designation is contingent upon approval by the N.C. General Assembly.  
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Arts, History, Science at Parks Engage New Visitors
After a strong kick-off to the year with first day hikes, event schedules continue at full steam, drawing new 
visitors with a wide range of programming. Rangers have offered musket and cannon demonstrations, 
stargazing lessons, wilderness camping and survival skills training and guided hikes focused on history, 
ecology, prescribed fire, and birding to name a few. Arts-related events are on the rise, with campground 
jams at Hanging Rock State Park, concerts at Fort Macon and local artist exhibitions.

Mount Jefferson State Natural Area hosted the Third Annual N.C. Downhill Race, an exciting skateboard 
competition. A free-ride and a luge class were added this year. Women’s Downhill Longboarding World 
Champion Emily Pross took the title in the free ride, becoming the first female to win a major sanctioned 
downhill event in an open class. Longboarders reached speeds of over 50 mph.

Jones Lake State Park hosted an Easter egg hunt on April 15 that was free and open to the public 
and sponsored by Friends of the Bay Lakes. The event included raffles, games, and food and was a 
big hit with visitors.

On March 18, rangers at Cliffs of the Neuse State Park hosted Paddle the Neuse, an eight-mile paddle 
trip down the Neuse River. Visitors paddled canoes, kayaks, and paddle boards on this rigorous trip 
down the river. The event brought paddlers together at the park just before the start of spring.

Weymouth Woods-Sandhills Nature Preserve hosted a sunset hike on National Take a Walk in the 
Park Day, March 30. Rangers led this leisurely walk for visitors to see the features of the preserve in 
recognition of the day’s celebration.

To raise funds for kayaks to serve visitors during park programming, Morrow Mountain State Park 
hosted the Naked Mountain Triathlon Feb. 28. Clothed participants enjoyed a 14.1-mile course with 
a 2.5 mile paddle on Yadkin River, a half-mile road bike course to Morrow Mountain summit, and a 4.1-
mile trail run on Fall Mountain Trail. The event allowed three-person relay teams or individual entries 
and treated visitors to free camping for race weekend, bike tune-ups, and prizes for top competitors.

Dismal Swamp State Park hosted the annual event Paddle for the Border May 6. The morning 
paddle explored 7.5 miles of the beautiful Dismal Swamp Canal from South Mills, N.C. to Chesapeake, 
Va. and was followed by a group lunch.

The annual Millpond Day and 5K at Merchants Millpond State Park was held April 29 and featured 
a fun run, exhibits, educational programs, local entertainment, crafts and food vendors. Visitors 
enjoyed exploring the park trails for an Easter egg hunt and participated in a food drive and clean 
sweep events.

Weymouth Woods-Sandhills Nature Preserve hosted Party for the Pine Fest on Earth Day (April 22). 
Rangers offered educational opportunities about the longleaf pine ecosystems and the important 
role of fire for their continued health. Visitors enjoyed food vendors, live music and a prescribed 
burn demonstration. Rangers led a hike to the oldest long leaf pine tree in the world, and children 
enjoyed face painting, bluebird box building, and birthday cake for our treasured longleaf.
 

Upcoming: Total solar eclipse viewing at Gorges State Park
Gorges State Park will host a viewing festival Aug. 21 during the 2017 total solar eclipse. The path 
of totality—the strip of Earth that will be fully within the moon’s shadow—passes through the 
southwestern corner of the state. Food trucks, live music, and video streaming of a telescopic view 
of the event will be on site for visitors. Visitors should plan to arrive early, stay for the day and bring 
plenty of provisions as a large crowd is expected and parking will be challenging.
 
 

Visitation on track for record year
As the busy summer season begins for the parks, visitation through May 31 is up by more than 300,000 
from 2016 (+5%). Visitation often fluctuates depending upon outside factors including weather and 
economy—particularly gas prices.

Some of the largest visitation increases year-to-date compared to 2016 are:
 

Annual state parks visitation has increased more than 32 percent since 2013. Final visitation for 2017 
will be available in January 2018.

Fort Fisher Completes First Connect NC Bond Project for State Parks
On May 12, N.C. Department of Natural and Cultural Resources Secretary Susi Hamilton and other 
state and local officials gathered at Fort Fisher State Recreation Area in New Hanover County to 
celebrate the completion of North Carolina State Parks first Connect NC Bond project. A $488,000 
investment in the historic property funded complete refurbishment of the restrooms and added 
sunshades for the picnic area. Established in 1986, Fort Fisher State Recreation Area encompasses 
287 acres and eight miles of undeveloped beach that adjoins Bald Head Island State Natural Area.

2016 YTD Visitation 2017 YTD Visitation
Carolina Beach State Park 238,128 307,439

Crowders Mountain State Park 333,260 386,502

Fort Macon State Park 451,232 579,756

Jordan Lake State Recreation Area 471,453 507,971


