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Singletary Lake State Park
6707 N.C. 53 Hwy. East

Kelly, NC 28448
910-669-2928

singletary.lake@ncparks.gov
GPS: 34.5831, -78.4496

Singletary Lake State Park, located near Elizabethtown, is one of the deepest 
Carolina bays in southeastern North Carolina. It serves as a group camp 
and retreat with dormitory-style cabins and restaurant-quality mess hall 
accommodations. It has access to swimming, canoeing, fishing and hiking.

■■ The park was established in 1939.

■■ The lake is named after Richard Singletary, 
who was granted land in Bladen County by 
the Crown in 1729. He later became one of 
the first Justices of the Peace in the county.

■■ In 1936, the National Park Service purchased 
the land surrounding the lake for $4.51 per 
acre.

■■ The park is located within the Bladen Lakes 
State Forest.

■■ It was used as a Red Cross refugee center 
during the flooding of the Cape Fear River 
in 1945.

■■ There are two organized group camps—
Camp Ipecac and Camp Loblolly—available 
for reservation by nonprofit organizations.

■■ In the early 1960s, an area within the park 
was designated as the Turkey Oak Natural 
Area by the Society of American Foresters.
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■■ Red-cockaded woodpecker

■■ Pileated woodpecker

■■ Wood duck

■■ Red-tailed hawk

■■ Tundra swan

■■ Fence lizard

■■ Carpenter frog

Yellow Perch

https://www.ncparks.gov/singletary-lake-state-park/photos-and-videos
https://www.ncparks.gov/singletary-lake-state-park/activities
https://files.nc.gov/ncparks/maps-and-brochures/singletary-lake-park-map.pdf

