
 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
TO:  Agenda – Commission Conference – November 7, 2016 
 
FROM: PUBLIC STAFF – North Carolina Utilities Commission 
 
 
A. TRANSPORTATION 
 
P1. DOCKET NO. A-41, SUB 16 – BALD HEAD ISLAND TRANSPORTATION, INC. – 

APPLICATION FOR REVISIONS TO FERRY SCHEDULES 
 
EXPLANATION:  On October 18, 2016, Bald Head Island Transportation, Inc. (BHIT or 
Applicant), filed an application requesting approval of revisions to its ferry schedules.  The 
Applicant states that with the improving economy, more construction is occurring and the 
number of contractors traveling to and from Bald Head Island continues to increase.  In 
addition to the increasing number of Contractor tickets being sold, the number of 
Employee tickets, often utilized by contractors, has also increased. Currently, the 
Contractor Ferry operates Monday through Friday from March 1st until the end of Daylight 
Savings Time (DST), the first Sunday in November.  During the period from DST through 
February, Contractor ticket holders may ride the regular Passenger Ferry, Monday 
through Friday, excluding weekday holidays, from 6:00 a.m. through 5:30 p.m.  However, 
the Passenger Ferry has a limited capacity of 150 passengers and those passengers over 
the 150 limit are “bumped” and must wait for the next ferry.  Data provided by BHIT 
indicates that during the month of February 2016, 198 passengers were bumped.  BHIT 
believes that extending the Contractor Ferry service from February 15 through November 
15, may reduce the number of passenger bumps from occurring.   
 
BHIT is also requesting that during the month of March only, the existing Passenger Ferry 
departing from Deep Point at 6:00 a.m. and from Bald Head Island at 6:30 a.m. Monday 
through Friday be eliminated.  BHIT states that this can be accomplished with few adverse 
effects on customer service due to the fact that the Contractor Ferry is currently fully 
operational during the entire month of March, starting with the 5:30 a.m. departure from 
Deep Point and a 6:00 a.m. departure from Bald Head Island, and the fact that any ticket 
holder may board the Contractor Ferry.  The Saturday and Sunday 6:00 a.m. departures 
from Deep Point and 6:30 a.m. departures from the Island will remain the same.  The 
changes to the Passenger and Contract Ferry Schedules will be recognized by “revised 
notes” as filed in Appendix B to the application. 
 
BHIT represents that it has discussed the proposed changes with representatives of 
several major stakeholder groups on the island, including the Village of Bald Head Island, 
the Bald Head Island Club, and the Bald Head Association and that in general, these 
major stakeholder groups that use BHIT's system have expressed their support to the 
requested changes. 
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The Public Staff has reviewed BHIT’s request and believes that the proposed changes to 
the ferry schedules will more closely match ferry service to demand and will result in few, 
if any, adverse effects on customer service due to the availability of passenger service on 
the Contractor Ferry.   
 
EXHIBIT:  A proposed order is attached as Exhibit No. P-1. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  (Downey/Smith) That the Commission issue the proposed order 
approving the proposed revisions to BHIT’s ferry schedules. 
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B. NATURAL GAS 
 
P1. DOCKET NO. G-9, SUB 678 – PETITION OF PIEDMONT NATURAL GAS 

COMPANY, INC., FOR APPROVAL OF A COMPRESSED NATURAL GAS FUEL 
PURCHASE AGREEMENT 

 
EXPLANATION:  On October 11, 2016, Piedmont Natural Gas Company, Inc. (Piedmont), 
filed a “First Amendment to the CNG Fuel Purchase Agreement (Carolinas)” 
(Amendment) to the Compressed Natural Gas Fuel Purchase Agreement (Agreement), 
between Piedmont and W.W. Transport, Inc. (Customer), which was approved by the 
Commission on January 26, 2016.  Piedmont filed the Amendment under seal on the 
grounds that it is confidential and proprietary and has been designated as such pursuant 
to G.S. 132-1.2.  Piedmont states that no other customer will be impacted by the 
Amendment and the Amendment is in the public interest. 
 
The Public Staff has reviewed the Amendment and determined that its terms are within 
the parameters set forth in G.S. 62-140.  The Public Staff recommends that the 
Commission issue an order: 1) concluding that the Amendment is not unlawful and does 
not violate the rules and regulations of the Commission; 2) allowing Piedmont to provide 
service to the Customer pursuant to the Amendment; and, 3) stating that the 
Commission’s acceptance of the Amendment neither constitutes approval of the amount 
of any compensation paid thereunder nor prejudices the right of any party to take issue 
with any provision of the Amendment in a future proceeding. 
 
The Public Staff has reviewed the filing and recommends approval as filed. 
 
EXHIBIT: A proposed order is attached as Exhibit No. P-2. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  (Ross/Jayasheela/Denning) That the Commission issue the 
proposed order allowing the Amendment to become effective as filed and authorizing 
Piedmont to provide CNG service pursuant to the Amendment as set forth above. 
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D. ELECTRIC 
 
P1. DOCKET NO. E-2, SUB 1114 – DUKE ENERGY PROGRESS, LLC – 

APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL COMPATIBILITY AND 
PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY AND MOTION FOR WAIVER OF 
NOTICE AND HEARING 

 
EXPLANATION:  On September 2, 2016, pursuant to G.S. 62-101 and G.S. 62-102, and 
Commission Rule R8-62(k), Duke Energy Progress, LLC (DEP or the Company), prefiled 
with the Public Staff an application for a certificate of environmental compatibility and 
public convenience and necessity to construct a new 230kV transmission tap line, 
approximately 450 feet in length, along with a 230kV breaker station (Tap Line) in Bladen 
County, North Carolina, to serve a new 35 megawatt (MW) solar photovoltaic electric 
generating facility to be constructed by Innovative Solar 31, LLC.  Innovative Solar 31, 
LLC, was issued a certificate of public convenience and necessity to construct the 
generating facility by Order Issued August 13, 2014, amended May 9, 2016, in Docket 
No. SP-3474, Sub 0. The prefiled application stated that the proposed Tap Line will 
connect the new solar facility to DEP’s existing Cumberland to Whiteville 230-kV 
transmission line.  Innovative Solar will build a new 230kV/25kV substation that will be 
placed adjacent to the DEP breaker station.   
 
Included in the application was a motion for waiver of the notice and hearing requirements 
of G.S. 62-102, G.S. 62-104, and Commission Rule R8-62, as provided for in G.S. 62-
101(d)(1). In accordance with Commission Rule R8-62(k), DEP simultaneously filed 
notice with the Commission of its intent to seek waiver of the notice and hearing 
requirements for its Tap Line construction project.   
 
On September 22, 2016, DEP formally filed the application for a certificate and motion for 
waiver of notice and hearing. 
 
G.S. 62-101(d)(1) authorizes the Commission to waive the notice and hearing 
requirements of G.S. 62-102 and G.S. 62-104 when it finds that the owners of the land to 
be crossed by the proposed transmission line do not object to the waiver and either the 
transmission line is less than one mile long or to connect an existing transmission line to 
a substation, to another public utility, or to a public utility customer when any of these is 
in proximity to the existing transmission line. The application states that the Company will 
construct the Tap Line on property for which it has acquired an easement from the 
property owner whose land will be crossed by the Tap Line, the property owner does not 
object to the waiver of notice or hearing, and that the total length of the line is 
approximately 450 feet.  Thus, the conditions of G.S. 62-101(d)(1) for a waiver of notice 
and hearing have been met.  The application is also supported by a Certificate Application 
Report.  This report satisfies the requirements of G.S. 62-102(a). 
 
Based on its review, the Public Staff has determined that the application meets the 
requirements of G.S. 62-102 and Commission Rule R8-62 for a certificate and the 
conditions of G.S. 62-101(d)(1) for waiver of the notice and hearing requirements of  
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G.S. 62-102 and G.S. 62-104.  The Public Staff, therefore, recommends that the 
Commission grant the motion for waiver and issue the requested certificate. 
 
EXHIBIT:  A proposed order is attached as Exhibit No. P-3. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  (D. Williamson/Fennell) That the Commission issue an order 

waiving the notice and hearing requirements of G.S. 62-102 and G.S. 62-104 and issuing 

the requested certificate for the construction of the Tap Line. 
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P2. DOCKET NO. E-2, SUB 1115 – DUKE ENERGY PROGRESS, LLC – 
APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL COMPATIBILITY AND 
PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY AND MOTION FOR WAIVER OF 
NOTICE AND HEARING 

 
EXPLANATION:  On September 2, 2016, pursuant to G.S. 62-101 and G.S. 62-102, and 
Commission Rule R8-62(k), Duke Energy Progress, LLC (DEP or the Company), prefiled 
with the Public Staff an application for a certificate of environmental compatibility and 
public convenience and necessity to construct a new 230kV transmission tap line 
approximately 400 feet in length, along with a 230kV breaker station (Tap Line) in 
Cumberland County, North Carolina, to serve a new 73 megawatt (MW) solar photovoltaic 
electric generating facility to be constructed by Principal Solar.  Innovative Solar 42, LLC, 
an affiliate of Principal Solar, was issued a certificate of public convenience and necessity 
to construct the generating facility by Order Issued July 23, 2014, amended May 23, 2016, 
in Docket No. SP-3477, Sub 0. The prefiled application stated that the proposed Tap Line 
will connect the new solar facility to DEP’s existing Weatherspoon Plant to Fayetteville 
230kV transmission line.  Principal Solar will build a new 230kV/25kV substation that will 
be placed adjacent to the DEP breaker station.   
 
Included in the application was a motion for waiver of the notice and hearing requirements 
of G.S. 62-102, G.S. 62-104, and Commission Rule R8-62, as provided for in G.S. 62-
101(d)(1). In accordance with Commission Rule R8-62(k), DEP simultaneously filed 
notice with the Commission of its intent to seek waiver of the notice and hearing 
requirements for its Tap Line construction project.   
 
On September 22, 2016, DEP formally filed the application for a certificate and motion for 
waiver of notice and hearing. 
 
G.S. 62-101(d)(1) authorizes the Commission to waive the notice and hearing 
requirements of G.S. 62-102 and G.S. 62-104 when it finds that the owners of the land to 
be crossed by the proposed transmission line do not object to the waiver and either the 
transmission line is less than one mile long or to connect an existing transmission line to 
a substation, to another public utility, or to a public utility customer when any of these is 
in proximity to the existing transmission line. The application states that the Company will 
construct the Tap Line on property for which it has acquired an easement from the 
property owner whose land will be crossed by the Tap Line, the property owner does not 
object to the waiver of notice or hearing, and that the total length of the line is 
approximately 400 feet.  Thus, the conditions of G.S. 62-101(d)(1) for a waiver of notice 
and hearing have been met.  The application is also supported by a Certificate Application 
Report.  This report satisfies the requirements of G.S. 62-102(a). 
 
Based on its review, the Public Staff has determined that the application meets the 
requirements of G.S. 62-102 and Commission Rule R8-62 for a certificate and the 
conditions of G.S. 62-101(d)(1) for waiver of the notice and hearing requirements of G.S. 
62-102 and G.S. 62-104.  The Public Staff, therefore, recommends that the Commission 
grant the motion for waiver and issue the requested certificate. 
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EXHIBIT:  A proposed order is attached as Exhibit No. P-4. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  (D. Williamson/Fennell) That the Commission issue an order 

waiving the notice and hearing requirements of G.S. 62-102 and G.S. 62-104 and issuing 

the requested certificate for the construction of the Tap Line. 
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P3. DOCKET NO. E-2, SUB 1116 – DUKE ENERGY PROGRESS, LLC – 
APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL COMPATIBILITY AND 
PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY AND MOTION FOR WAIVER OF 
NOTICE AND HEARING 

 
EXPLANATION:  On September 2, 2016, pursuant to G.S. 62-101 and G.S. 62-102, and 
Commission Rule R8-62(k), Duke Energy Progress, LLC (DEP or the Company), prefiled 
with the Public Staff an application for a certificate of environmental compatibility and 
public convenience and necessity to construct a new 230kV transmission tap line 
approximately 400 feet in length, along with a 230kV breaker station (Tap Line)in Bladen 
County, North Carolina, to serve a new 40 megawatt (MW) solar photovoltaic electric 
generating facility to be constructed by Innovative Solar 43, LLC.  Innovative Solar 43, 
LLC, was issued a certificate of public convenience and necessity to construct the 
generating facility by Order Issued September 18, 2014, in Docket No. SP-3620, Sub 0. 
The prefiled application stated that the proposed Tap Line will connect the new solar 
facility to DEP’s existing Cumberland to Delco 230kV transmission line.    Innovative Solar 
will build a new 230kV/25kV substation that will be placed adjacent to the DEP breaker 
station. 
 
Included in the application was a motion for waiver of the notice and hearing requirements 
of G.S. 62-102, G.S. 62-104, and Commission Rule R8-62, as provided for in G.S. 62-
101(d)(1). In accordance with Commission Rule R8-62(k), DEP simultaneously filed 
notice with the Commission of its intent to seek waiver of the notice and hearing 
requirements for its Tap Line construction project.   
 
On September 22, 2016, DEP formally filed the application for a certificate and motion for 
waiver of notice and hearing. 
 
G.S. 62-101(d)(1) authorizes the Commission to waive the notice and hearing 
requirements of G.S. 62-102 and G.S. 62-104 when it finds that the owners of the land to 
be crossed by the proposed transmission line do not object to the waiver and either the 
transmission line is less than one mile long or to connect an existing transmission line to 
a substation, to another public utility, or to a public utility customer when any of these is 
in proximity to the existing transmission line. The application states that the Company will 
construct the Tap Line on property for which it has acquired an easement from the 
property owner whose land will be crossed by the Tap Line, the property owner does not 
object to the waiver of notice or hearing, and that the total length of the line is 
approximately 400 feet.  Thus, the conditions of G.S. 62-101(d)(1) for a waiver of notice 
and hearing have been met.  The application is also supported by a Certificate Application 
Report.  This report satisfies the requirements of G.S. 62-102(a). 
 
Based on its review, the Public Staff has determined that the application meets the 
requirements of G.S. 62-102 and Commission Rule R8-62 for a certificate and the 
conditions of G.S. 62-101(d)(1) for waiver of the notice and hearing requirements of G.S. 
62-102 and G.S. 62-104.  The Public Staff, therefore, recommends that the Commission 
grant the motion for waiver and issue the requested certificate. 
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EXHIBIT:  A proposed order is attached as Exhibit No. P-5. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  (D. Williamson/Fennell) That the Commission issue an order 

waiving the notice and hearing requirements of G.S. 62-102 and G.S. 62-104 and issuing 

the requested certificate for the construction of the Tap Line. 
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P4. APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATES OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND 
NECESSITY TO CONSTRUCT SOLAR FACILITIES AND REGISTRATION 
STATEMENTS 

 
EXPLANATION:  The following applications seeking certificates of public convenience 
and necessity pursuant to G.S. 62-110.1 for construction of solar photovoltaic electric 
generating facilities have been filed pursuant to Commission Rule R8-64.  Unless 
otherwise indicated below, registration statements for a new renewable energy facility 
were also filed pursuant to Commission Rule R8-66(b). 
 
 

Duke Energy Progress: 
 

 Docket No. SP-8045, Sub 0 – Application filed on June 23, 2016, by CB 
Bladen Solar II LLC, for a certificate to construct a 5-MWAC facility in Bladen 
County, North Carolina  

 

 Docket No. SP-8467, Sub 0 – Application filed on September 9, 2016, by 
Friesian Holdings, LLC, for a certificate to construct a 75-MWAC facility in 
Scotland County, North Carolina 

 
 
The Public Staff has reviewed each of the applications and determined that they comply 
with the requirements of G.S. 62-110.1 and Commission Rule R8-64. 
 
Unless otherwise noted, each applicant has filed a registration statement for a new 
renewable energy facility. The registration statement includes certified attestations, as 
required by Commission Rule R8-66(b), that: (1) the facility is in substantial compliance 
with all federal and state laws, regulations, and rules for the protection of the environment 
and conservation of natural resources; (2) the facility will be operated as a new renewable 
energy facility; (3) the applicant will not remarket or otherwise resell any renewable 
energy certificates sold to an electric power supplier to comply with G.S. 62-133.8; and 
(4) the applicant will consent to the auditing of its books and records by the Public Staff 
insofar as those records relate to transactions with North Carolina electric power 
suppliers. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  (Lucas/Saillor) That the Commission issue orders approving the 
applications, issuing the requested certificates, and accepting the registration statements 
for these facilities, as applicable.  Proposed orders have been provided to the 
Commission Staff. 
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EXHIBIT NO. P-1 
PAGE 1 OF 2 

 
 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
UTILITIES COMMISSION 

RALEIGH 
 

DOCKET NO. A-41, SUB 16 
 

BEFORE THE NORTH CAROLINA UTILITIES COMMISSION 
 

In the Matter of   
Application of Bald Head Island Transportation, 
Inc., for Revisions to Ferry Schedules 
 

) 
) 
) 
 

ORDER  APPROVING 
REVISIONS TO FERRY 
SCHEDULES  

BY THE COMMISSION:  On October 18, 2016, Bald Head Island Transportation, 
Inc. (BHIT or Applicant), filed an application requesting approval of revisions to its ferry 
schedules.  The Applicant states that with the improving economy, more construction is 
occurring and the number of contractors traveling to and from Bald Head Island continues 
to increase.  In addition to the increasing number of Contractor tickets being sold, the 
number of Employee tickets, often utilized by contractors, has also increased. Currently, 
the Contractor Ferry operates Monday through Friday from March 1st until the end of 
Daylight Savings Time (DST), the first Sunday in November.  During the period from DST 
through February, Contractor ticket holders may ride the regular Passenger Ferry, 
Monday through Friday, excluding weekday holidays, from 6:00 a.m. through 5:30 p.m.  
However, the Passenger Ferry has a limited capacity of 150 passengers and those 
passengers over the 150 limit are “bumped” and must wait for the next ferry.  Data 
provided by BHIT indicates that during the month of February 2016, 198 passengers were 
bumped.  BHIT believes that extending the Contractor Ferry service from February 15 
through November 15, may reduce the number of passenger bumps from occurring.   
 

BHIT is also requesting that during the month of March only, the existing 
Passenger Ferry departing from Deep Point at 6:00 a.m. and from Bald Head Island at 
6:30 a.m. Monday through Friday be eliminated.  BHIT states that this can be 
accomplished with few adverse effects on customer service due to the fact that the 
Contractor Ferry is currently fully operational during the entire month of March starting 
with the 5:30 a.m. departure from Deep Point and a 6:00 a.m. departure from Bald Head 
Island and the fact that any ticket holder may board the Contractor Ferry. All other 
operations, including the Saturday and Sunday 6:00 a.m. departures from Deep Point 
and 6:30 a.m. departures from Bald Head Island will remain the same.  The changes to 
the Passenger and Contract Ferry Schedules will be recognized by “revised notes” as 
filed in Appendix B to the application. 
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BHIT represents that it has discussed the proposed changes with representatives 
of several major stakeholder groups on the island, including the Village of Bald Head 
Island, the Bald Head Island Club, and the Bald Head Association and that in general, 
these major stakeholder groups that use BHIT's system have expressed their support to 
the requested changes. 
 

This matter was presented at the regular Commission Staff Conference on 
November 7, 2016.  The Public Staff stated that it had reviewed BHIT’s request and 
believes that the proposed changes to the ferry schedules will more closely match ferry 
service to demand and will result in few, if any, adverse effects on customer service due 
to the availability of passenger service on the Contractor Ferry.  The Public Staff 
recommended approval of the proposed revisions. 
 
 Based on the foregoing and the recommendation of the Public Staff, the 
Commission is of the opinion that the proposed revisions to BHIT’s ferry schedules should 
be approved. 
 
 IT IS, THEREFORE, ORDERED as follows: 
 
 1. That the revisions to the Ferry Schedules as attached to BHIT’s filing of 
October 18, 2016, is hereby approved. 
 
 2. That BHIT shall give notice of these changes by posting a copy of this Order 
and the revised schedules at the Deep Point and Bald Head Island ferry terminals and on 
the Bald Head Island website. 
 
 ISSUED BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION. 
 
 This the ____ day of November, 2016. 
 

NORTH CAROLINA UTILITIES COMMISSION 
 
 
 

Chief Clerk 
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EXHIBIT NO. P-2 
PAGE 1 OF 2 

 
 
 STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
 UTILITIES COMMISSION 
 RALEIGH 
 
 DOCKET NO. G-9, SUB 678 
 
BEFORE THE NORTH CAROLINA UTILITIES COMMISSION 
 
 In the Matter of 
Petition of Piedmont Natural Gas Company, 

Inc., for Approval of a Compressed Natural 

Gas Fuel Purchase Agreement  

)

)

) 

ORDER APPROVING 

AMENDMENT 

 
BY THE COMMISSION:  On October 11, 2016, Piedmont Natural Gas Company, 

Inc. (Piedmont), filed a “First Amendment to the CNG Fuel Purchase Agreement 
(Carolinas)” (Amendment) to the Compressed Natural Gas Fuel Purchase Agreement 
(Agreement), between Piedmont and W.W. Transport, Inc. (Customer).  The Agreement 
was approved by the Commission on January 26, 2016.  Piedmont filed the Amendment 
under seal on the grounds that it is confidential and proprietary and has been designated 
as such pursuant to G.S. 132-1.2.  Piedmont stated that no other customer will be 
impacted by the Amendment, and the Amendment is in the public interest. 
 

The Public Staff presented this matter at the Commission’s Regular Staff 
Conference on November 7, 2016.  The Public Staff stated that it had reviewed the 
Amendment and determined that its terms are within the parameters set forth in  
G.S. 62-140.  The Public Staff recommended that the Commission issue an order:   
1) concluding that the Amendment is not unlawful and does not violate the rules and 
regulations of the Commission; 2) allowing Piedmont to provide service to the Customer 
pursuant to the Amendment; and, 3) stating that the Commission’s acceptance of the 
Amendment neither constitutes approval of the amount of any compensation paid 
thereunder nor prejudices the right of any party to take issue with any provision of the 
Amendment in a future proceeding. 
 
 The Commission, having carefully reviewed the Amendment between Piedmont 
and the Customer, concludes that the Amendment is not unlawful and does not violate 
the rules and regulations of the Commission.  Accordingly, the Commission finds good 
cause to allow the Amendment to become effective as filed and authorizing Piedmont to 
provide service to Customer under the Agreement as recommended by the Public Staff.  
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IT IS, THEREFORE, ORDERED as follows: 
 
1. That the Amendment between Piedmont and W.W. Transport, Inc., is 

hereby allowed to become effective as filed. 
 
2. That Piedmont is hereby authorized to provide CNG service to the 

Customer pursuant to the Amendment. 
 
3. That authorizing Piedmont to provide CNG service to the Customer 

pursuant to the Amendment filed in this docket neither constitutes approval of the amount 
of any compensation paid thereunder nor prejudices the right of any party to take issue 
with any provision of the contract in question in a future proceeding. 

 
ISSUED BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION. 

 
This the ___ day of November, 2016. 

 
NORTH CAROLINA UTILITIES COMMISSION 

 
 
 

Chief Clerk 
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
UTILITIES COMMISSION 

RALEIGH 
 

DOCKET NO. E-2, SUB 1114 
 

BEFORE THE NORTH CAROLINA UTILITIES COMMISSION 
 
In the Matter of 

Application of Duke Energy Progress, LLC, for a 
Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public 
Convenience and Necessity and Motion for Waiver of 
Notice and Hearing Pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. §§ 
62-100 et seq. to Construct Approximately 450 feet of 
New 230kV Transmission Line in Bladen County, 
North Carolina 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

 
ORDER WAIVING 
NOTICE AND HEARING 
REQUIREMENT AND 
ISSUING CERTIFICATE 

 
BY THE COMMISSION:  On September 2, 2016, pursuant to G.S. 62-101 and 

G.S. 62-102, and Commission Rule R8-62(k), Duke Energy Progress, LLC (DEP or the 
Company), prefiled with the Public Staff an application for a certificate of environmental 
compatibility and public convenience and necessity to construct a new 230kV 
transmission tap line, approximately 450 feet in length, along with a 230kV breaker station 
(Tap Line) in Bladen County, North Carolina, to serve a new 35 megawatt (MW) solar 
photovoltaic electric generating facility to be constructed by Innovative Solar 31, LLC.  
Innovative Solar 31, LLC was issued a certificate of public convenience and necessity to 
construct the generating facility by Order Issued August 13, 2014, amended May 9, 2016, 
in Docket No. SP-3474, Sub 0. The prefiled application stated that the proposed Tap Line 
will connect the new solar facility to DEP’s existing Cumberland to Whiteville 230kV 
transmission line.  Innovative Solar will build a new 230kV/25kV substation that will be 
placed adjacent to the DEP breaker station.  Included in the application was a motion for 
waiver of the notice and hearing requirements of G.S.62-102, G.S. 62-104, and 
Commission Rule R8-62, as provided for in G.S. 62-101(d)(1).  In accordance with 
Commission Rule R8-62(k), DEP simultaneously filed notice with the Commission of its 
intent to seek waiver of the notice and hearing requirements for its Tap Line construction 
project.  As detailed in DEP’s prefiled certificate application, the Company will construct 
the Tap Line on property for which it has purchased the right of way from the property 
owner, and the property owner does not object to a waiver of the hearing and notice 
requirements of G.S. 62-102 and G.S. 62-104. 
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On September 22, 2016, DEP formally filed the application for a certificate and 
motion for waiver of notice and hearing.   
 

G.S. 62-101(d)(1) authorizes the Commission to waive the notice and hearing 
requirements of G.S. 62-102 and G.S. 62-104 when it finds that the owners of the land to 
be crossed by the proposed transmission line do not object to the waiver and either the 
transmission line is less than one mile long or to connect an existing transmission line to 
a substation, to another public utility, or to a public utility customer when any of these is 
in proximity to the existing transmission line. The application states that the Company will 
construct the Tap Line on property for which it has acquired an easement from the 
property owner whose land will be crossed by the Tap Line, the property owner does not 
object to the waiver of notice or hearing, and that the total length of the line is 
approximately 450 feet.  Thus, the conditions of G.S. 62-101(d)(1) for a waiver of notice 
and hearing have been met.  The application is also supported by a Certificate Application 
Report.  This report satisfies the requirements of G.S. 62-102(a). 

 
The Public Staff presented this matter at the Commission’s regular Staff 

Conference on November 7, 2016.  The Public Staff stated that the application meets the 
requirements of G.S. 62-102 and Commission Rule R8-62 for a certificate and the 
conditions of G.S. 62-101(d)(1) for waiver of the notice and hearing requirements of G.S. 
62-102 and G.S. 62-104.  The Public Staff recommended that the Commission grant the 
motion for waiver and issue the requested certificate. 

 
 Based on the foregoing and the recommendation of the Public Staff, the 
Commission finds and concludes that the notice and hearing requirements of  
G.S. 62-102 and G.S. 62-104 should be waived as allowed by G.S. 62-101(d)(1) and that 
a certificate of environmental compatibility and public convenience and necessity should 
be issued for the proposed construction of a new 230-kV transmission tap line. 
 
 IT IS, THEREFORE, ORDERED as follows: 
 
 1. That, pursuant to G.S. 62-101, the requirement for publication of notice and 
hearing is waived. 
 
 2. That, pursuant to G.S. 62-102, a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility 
and Public Convenience and Necessity to construct approximately 450 feet of new 230kV 
transmission line in Bladen County, North Carolina, as described in DEP’s application is 
issued, and the same is attached as Appendix A. 
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 ISSUED BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION. 
 
 This the ____ day of November, 2016. 
 
      NORTH CAROLINA UTILITIES COMMISSION 
 
 
 
      Chief Clerk 
  



-18- 

 

          EXHIBIT NO. P-3 
          PAGE 4 OF 4 
 

APPENDIX A 
 
 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
UTILITIES COMMISSION 

RALEIGH 
 

DOCKET NO. E-2, SUB 1114 
 

Know All Men by These Presents, That 
 

DUKE ENERGY PROGRESS, LLC  
 

is hereby issued this 
 

CERTIFICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL COMPATIBILITY AND PUBLIC 
CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY PURSUANT TO G.S. 62-102 

 
to construct approximately 450 feet of a new 230kV transmission line to connect 

Innovative Solar 31, LLC’s solar facility to the DEP Cumberland to Whiteville  
230kV transmission line in Bladen County, North Carolina 

 
subject to receipt of all federal and state permits as required by existing and 

future regulations prior to beginning construction and further subject to all other orders, 
rules, regulations, and conditions as are now or may hereafter be lawfully made by the 

North Carolina Utilities Commission. 
 

ISSUED BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION. 
 

This the ___ day of November, 2016. 
 

NORTH CAROLINA UTILITIES COMMISSION 
 
 
 
Chief Clerk 
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
UTILITIES COMMISSION 

RALEIGH 
 

DOCKET NO. E-2, SUB 1115 
 

BEFORE THE NORTH CAROLINA UTILITIES COMMISSION 
 
In the Matter of 

Application of Duke Energy Progress, LLC, for a 
Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public 
Convenience and Necessity and Motion for Waiver of 
Notice and Hearing Pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. §§ 
62-100 et seq. to Construct Approximately 400 feet of 
New 230kV Transmission Line in Cumberland County, 
North Carolina 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

 
ORDER WAIVING 
NOTICE AND HEARING 
REQUIREMENT AND 
ISSUING CERTIFICATE 

 
BY THE COMMISSION:  On September 2, 2016, pursuant to G.S. 62-101 and 

G.S. 62-102, and Commission Rule R8-62(k), Duke Energy Progress, LLC (DEP or the 
Company), prefiled with the Public Staff an application for a certificate of environmental 
compatibility and public convenience and necessity to construct a new 230kV 
transmission tap line approximately 400 feet in length, along with a 230kV breaker station 
(Tap Line) in Cumberland County, North Carolina to serve a new 73 megawatt (MW) solar 
photovoltaic electric generating facility to be constructed by Principal Solar.  Innovative 
Solar 42, LLC, an affiliate of Principal Solar, was issued a certificate of public convenience 
and necessity to construct the generating facility by Order Issued July 23, 2014, amended 
May 23, 2016, in Docket No. SP-3477, Sub 0. The prefiled application stated that the 
proposed Tap Line will connect the new solar facility to DEP’s existing Weatherspoon 
Plant to Fayetteville 230kV transmission line.  Principal Solar will build a new 230kV/25kV 
substation that will be placed adjacent to the DEP breaker station.  Included in the 
application was a motion for waiver of the notice and hearing requirements of  
G.S.62-102, G.S. 62-104, and Commission Rule R8-62, as provided for in  
G.S. 62-101(d)(1).  In accordance with Commission Rule R8-62(k), DEP simultaneously 
filed notice with the Commission of its intent to seek waiver of the notice and hearing 
requirements for its Tap Line construction project.  As detailed in DEP’s prefiled certificate 
application, the Company will construct the Tap Line on property for which it has 
purchased the right of way from the property owner, and the property owner does not 
object to a waiver of the hearing and notice requirements of G.S. 62-102 and  
G.S. 62-104. 
 

On September 22, 2016, DEP formally filed the application for a certificate and 
motion for waiver of notice and hearing.    
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G.S. 62-101(d)(1) authorizes the Commission to waive the notice and hearing 
requirements of G.S. 62-102 and G.S. 62-104 when it finds that the owners of the land to 
be crossed by the proposed transmission line do not object to the waiver and either the 
transmission line is less than one mile long or to connect an existing transmission line to 
a substation, to another public utility, or to a public utility customer when any of these is 
in proximity to the existing transmission line. The application states that the Company will 
construct the Tap Line on property for which it has acquired an easement from the 
property owner whose land will be crossed by the Tap Line, the property owner does not 
object to the waiver of notice or hearing, and that the total length of the line is 
approximately 400 feet.  Thus, the conditions of G.S. 62-101(d)(1) for a waiver of notice 
and hearing have been met.  The application is also supported by a Certificate Application 
Report.  This report satisfies the requirements of G.S. 62-102(a). 
 

The Public Staff presented this matter at the Commission’s regular Staff 
Conference on November 7, 2016.  The Public Staff stated that the application meets the 
requirements of G.S. 62-102 and Commission Rule R8-62 for a certificate and the 
conditions of G.S. 62-101(d)(1) for waiver of the notice and hearing requirements of  
G.S. 62-102 and G.S. 62-104.  The Public Staff recommended that the Commission grant 
the motion for waiver and issue the requested certificate. 
 
 Based on the foregoing and the recommendation of the Public Staff, the 
Commission finds and concludes that the notice and hearing requirements of  
G.S. 62-102 and G.S. 62-104 should be waived as allowed by G.S. 62-101(d)(1) and that 
a certificate of environmental compatibility and public convenience and necessity should 
be issued for the proposed construction of a new 230kV transmission tap line. 
 
 IT IS, THEREFORE, ORDERED as follows: 
 
 1. That, pursuant to G.S. 62-101, the requirement for publication of notice and 
hearing is waived. 
 
 2. That, pursuant to G.S. 62-102, a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility 
and Public Convenience and Necessity to construct approximately 400 feet of new 230kV 
transmission line in Cumberland County, North Carolina, as described in DEP’s 
application is issued, and the same is attached as Appendix A. 
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 ISSUED BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION. 
 
 This the ____ day of November, 2016. 
 
      NORTH CAROLINA UTILITIES COMMISSION 
 
 
 
      Chief Clerk 
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APPENDIX A 
 
 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
UTILITIES COMMISSION 

RALEIGH 
 

DOCKET NO. E-2, SUB 1115 
 

Know All Men by These Presents, That 
 

DUKE ENERGY PROGRESS, LLC  
 

is hereby issued this 
 

CERTIFICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL COMPATIBILITY AND PUBLIC 
CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY PURSUANT TO G.S. 62-102 

 
to construct approximately 400 feet of new 230kV transmission line to connect Principal 

Solar’s solar facility to the DEP Weatherspoon Plant to Fayetteville  
230kV transmission line in Cumberland County, North Carolina 

 
subject to receipt of all federal and state permits as required by existing and 

future regulations prior to beginning construction and further subject to all other orders, 
rules, regulations, and conditions as are now or may hereafter be lawfully made by the 

North Carolina Utilities Commission. 
 

ISSUED BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION. 
 

This the ___ day of November, 2016. 
 

NORTH CAROLINA UTILITIES COMMISSION 
 
 
 
Chief Clerk 
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
UTILITIES COMMISSION 

RALEIGH 
 

DOCKET NO. E-2, SUB 1116 
 

BEFORE THE NORTH CAROLINA UTILITIES COMMISSION 
 

In the Matter of 
Application of Duke Energy Progress, LLC, for a 
Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public 
Convenience and Necessity and Motion for Waiver of 
Notice and Hearing Pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. §§ 
62-100 et seq. to Construct Approximately 400 feet of 
New 230kV Transmission Line in Bladen County, 
North Carolina 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

 
ORDER WAIVING 
NOTICE AND HEARING 
REQUIREMENT AND 
ISSUING CERTIFICATE 

 
BY THE COMMISSION:  On September 2, 2016, pursuant to G.S. 62-101 and 

G.S. 62-102, and Commission Rule R8-62(k), Duke Energy Progress, LLC (DEP or the 
Company), prefiled with the Public Staff an application for a certificate of environmental 
compatibility and public convenience and necessity to construct a new 230kV 
transmission tap line approximately 400 feet in length, along with a 230kV breaker station 
(Tap Line)in Bladen County, North Carolina, to serve a new 40 megawatt (MW) solar 
photovoltaic electric generating facility to be constructed by Innovative Solar 43, LLC.  
Innovative Solar 43, LLC, was issued a certificate of public convenience and necessity to 
construct the generating facility by Order Issued September 18, 2014, in Docket No.  
SP-3620, Sub 0. The prefiled application stated that the proposed Tap Line will connect 
the new solar facility to DEP’s existing Cumberland to Delco 230kV transmission line.  
Innovative Solar will build a new 230kV/25kV substation that will be placed adjacent to 
the DEP breaker station.  Included in the application was a motion for waiver of the notice 
and hearing requirements of G.S.62-102, G.S. 62-104, and Commission Rule R8-62, as 
provided for in G.S. 62-101(d)(1).  In accordance with Commission Rule R8-62(k), DEP 
simultaneously filed notice with the Commission of its intent to seek waiver of the notice 
and hearing requirements for its Tap Line construction project.  As detailed in DEP’s 
prefiled certificate application, the Company will construct the Tap Line on property for 
which it has purchased the right of way from the property owner, and the property owner 
does not object to a waiver of the hearing and notice requirements of G.S. 62-102 and 
G.S. 62-104. 
 

On September 22, 2016, DEP formally filed the application for a certificate and 
motion for waiver of notice and hearing.   
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G.S. 62-101(d)(1) authorizes the Commission to waive the notice and hearing 
requirements of G.S. 62-102 and G.S. 62-104 when it finds that the owners of the land to 
be crossed by the proposed transmission line do not object to the waiver and either the 
transmission line is less than one mile long or to connect an existing transmission line to 
a substation, to another public utility, or to a public utility customer when any of these is 
in proximity to the existing transmission line. The application states that the Company will 
construct the Tap Line on property for which it has acquired an easement from the 
property owner whose land will be crossed by the Tap Line, the property owner does not 
object to the waiver of notice or hearing, and that the total length of the line is 
approximately 400 feet.  Thus, the conditions of G.S. 62-101(d)(1) for a waiver of notice 
and hearing have been met.  The application is also supported by a Certificate Application 
Report.  This report satisfies the requirements of G.S. 62-102(a). 
 

The Public Staff presented this matter at the Commission’s Regular Staff 
Conference on November 7, 2016.  The Public Staff stated that the application meets the 
requirements of G.S. 62-102 and Commission Rule R8-62 for a certificate and the 
conditions of G.S. 62-101(d)(1) for waiver of the notice and hearing requirements of G.S. 
62-102 and G.S. 62-104.  The Public Staff recommended that the Commission grant the 
motion for waiver and issue the requested certificate. 
 
 Based on the foregoing and the recommendation of the Public Staff, the 
Commission finds and concludes that the notice and hearing requirements of G.S.  
62-102 and G.S. 62-104 should be waived as allowed by G.S. 62-101(d)(1) and that a 
certificate of environmental compatibility and public convenience and necessity should be 
issued for the proposed construction of a new 230kV transmission tap line. 
 
 IT IS, THEREFORE, ORDERED as follows: 
 
 1. That, pursuant to G.S. 62-101, the requirement for publication of notice and 
hearing is waived. 
 
 2. That, pursuant to G.S. 62-102, a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility 
and Public Convenience and Necessity to construct approximately 400 feet of new 230kV 
transmission line in Bladen County, North Carolina, as described in DEP’s application is 
issued, and the same is attached as Appendix A. 
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 ISSUED BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION. 
 
 This the ____ day of November, 2016. 
 
      NORTH CAROLINA UTILITIES COMMISSION 
 
 
 
      Chief Clerk 
  



-26- 

 

          EXHIBIT NO. P-5 
          PAGE 4 OF 4 
 

APPENDIX A 
 
 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
UTILITIES COMMISSION 

RALEIGH 
 

DOCKET NO. E-2, SUB 1116 
 

Know All Men by These Presents, That 
 

DUKE ENERGY PROGRESS, LLC  
 

is hereby issued this 
 

CERTIFICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL COMPATIBILITY AND PUBLIC 
CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY PURSUANT TO G.S. 62-102 

 
to construct approximately 400 feet of new 230kV transmission line to connect 

Innovative Solar 43, LLC’s solar facility to the DEP Cumberland to Delco 230kV 
transmission line in Bladen County, North Carolina 

 
subject to receipt of all federal and state permits as required by existing and 

future regulations prior to beginning construction and further subject to all other orders, 
rules, regulations, and conditions as are now or may hereafter be lawfully made by the 

North Carolina Utilities Commission. 
 

ISSUED BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION. 
 

This the ___ day of November, 2016. 
 

NORTH CAROLINA UTILITIES COMMISSION 
 
 
 
Chief Clerk 

 


