
Title 04 – Department of Commerce

Notice is hereby given in accordance with G.S. 150B-21.3A(c)(2)g. that the Rural Electrification Authority intends to readopt with substantive changes the rules cited as 04 NCAC 08 .0101, .0102, .0202, .0302, and readopt without substantive changes the rules cited as 04 NCAC 08 .0107, .0201, .0206, .0301, .0304, .0306, .0313, .0401, and .0404.

Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.2(c)(1), the text of the rule(s) proposed for readoption without substantive changes are not required to be published. The text of the rules are available on the OAH website: http://reports.oah.state.nc.us/ncac.asp.

Link to agency website pursuant to G.S. 150B-19.1(c):  https://www.rea.nc.gov/

Proposed Effective Date:  January 31, 2027

Instructions on How to Demand a Public Hearing: (must be requested in writing within 15 days of notice):  Submit to Angie McLeod at angie.mcleod@commerce.nc.gov.

Reason for Proposed Action:  REA is making changes to these rules to clarify details of the telephone cooperative’s membership complaint process and clarifying details regarding submitting USDA loan and grant requests to the agency for board consideration.

Comments may be submitted to:  Angie McLeod, 313 Chapanoke Rd., Raleigh, NC 27603; phone (984) 236-4295; email angie.mcleod@commerce.nc.gov

Comment period ends:  July 14, 2026

Procedure for Subjecting a Proposed Rule to Legislative Review: If an objection is not resolved prior to the adoption of the rule, a person may also submit a written objection to the Rules Review Commission. If the Rules Review Commission receives written and signed objections after the adoption of the Rule in accordance with G.S. 150B-21.3(b2) from 10 or more persons clearly requesting review by the legislature and the Rules Review Commission approves the rule, the rule will become effective as provided in G.S. 150B-21.3(b1). The Commission will receive written objections until 5:00 p.m. on the day following the day the Commission approves the rule. The Commission will receive letters via U.S. Mail, private courier service, or hand delivery to 1711 New Hope Church Road, Raleigh, North Carolina, or via email to oah.rules@oah.nc.gov. If you have any further questions concerning the submission of objections to the Commission, please review 26 NCAC 05 .0110 or call a Commission staff attorney at 984-236-1850.

Fiscal impact. Does any rule or combination of rules in this notice create an economic impact? Check all that apply.
|_|	State funds affected
|_|	Local funds affected
|_|	Substantial economic impact (>= $1,000,000)
|_|	Approved by OSBM
|_|	No fiscal note required

Chapter 08 - Rural Electrification Authority

SECTION .0100 – GENERAL PROVISIONS

04 NCAC 08 .0101	PURPOSE
(a)  The purpose of the North Carolina Rural Electrification Authority ("the Authority") is to secure and continue to provide dependable electric and telephone services to customers served by the electric membership corporations ("EMCs") and the telephone membership corporations ("TMCs") in predominately rural areas of the state at the lowest possible cost and on a nondiscriminatory basis, as set forth in G.S. 117-16.1. To accomplish this purpose, the Authority shall act as an agent in securing loans or grants from any agency of the United States Government. The Authority also serves as a forum to receive and investigate complaints from members of the electric cooperatives to arrive at a just and satisfactory solution to the member complaints. The Authority also serves as a forum to receive and investigate complaints from members of the telephone cooperatives to arrive at a just and satisfactory solution to the member complaints.
(b)  The Authority, pursuant to the Telecommunications Act of 1996, Pub. LA. No. 104-104, 110 Stat. 56 (1996)("the Act") shall establish procedural schedules for Petitions for Arbitration of interconnection agreements between TMCs and other local and wireless providers. The Authority shall render final decisions for these arbitrations based on information received from testimony, discovery and hearings. The Authority shall review and approve the interconnection agreements and their amendments in accordance with Section 252(e) of the Telecommunications Act.
(c)  The Board of the Authority shall choose a Secretary, who is also the Administrator of the Authority.

History Note:	Authority G.S. 117‑2; 117-2(11a); 117-3.1; 117-4; 117-26; 117-31; 117-32; 47 U.S.C. 251;
Eff. February 1, 1976;
Amended Eff. May 1, 2014;
Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. May 23, 2015;
Readoption Eff. January 31, 2027.

04 NCAC 08 .0102	ADDRESS OF THE AUTHORITY
(a)  The office of the Authority is located in Raleigh, North Carolina at 313 Chapanoke Road, Suite 210, and the mailing address is 4321 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-4321.
(b)  The website address for the Authority is rea.nc.gov.
(c)  All correspondence shall be addressed to the attention of the Administrator or to the Chairman of the Authority. The office is open to the public Monday through Friday during the normal business hours of 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and is closed on all state holidays.

History Note:	Authority G.S. 117-1;
Eff. February 1, 1976;
Amended Eff. March 1, 2014;
Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. May 23, 2015;
Amended Eff. August 1, 20210;
Readoption Eff. January 31, 2027.

04 NCAC 08 .0107	MEETINGS (READOPTION WITHOUT SUBSTANTIVE CHANGES)

SECTION .0200 ‑ ELECTRIC MEMBERSHIP CORPORATIONS

04 NCAC 08 .0201	DEFINITIONS (READOPTION WITHOUT SUBSTANTIVE CHANGES)

04 NCAC 08 .0202	LOAN APPLICATIONS AND CATEGORIES
(a)  All EMCs, both domestic and domesticated, shall petition the Authority to apply for any funds in the form of grants or loans issued from any agency of the United States Government for use in the State. The EMC shall send all loan documents to the Administrator three two weeks prior to the Board meeting in accordance with Rule .0107 of this Chapter.
(b)  Domesticated corporations shall include only the funds for use in this State in its petition for the loan or grant.
(c)  A checklist for Rural Utility Service (RUS) loans and Rural Economic Development Loans and Grants (REDLG) may be found on the Authority's website.

History Note:	Authority G.S. 117-26; 117-28;
Eff. February 1, 1976;
Amended Eff. March 1, 2014;
Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. May 23, 2015;
Readoption Eff. January 31, 2027.

04 NCAC 08 .0206	OPERATING RULES AND REGULATIONS (READOPTION WITHOUT SUBSTANTIVE CHANGES)

SECTION .0300 ‑ TELEPHONE MEMBERSHIP CORPORATIONS

04 NCAC 08 .0301	DEFINITIONS (READOPTION WITHOUT SUBSTANTIVE CHANGES)

04 NCAC 08 .0302	LOAN APPLICATIONS
(a)  All TMCs shall petition the Authority to apply for any funds in the form of grants or loans issued from any agency of the United States government for use in the State.
(b)  The TMC shall send all loan documents to the Administrator three two weeks prior to the Board meeting in accordance with Rule .0107 of this Chapter.

History Note:	Authority G.S. 117-2(11);
Eff. February 1, 1976;
Amended Eff. March 1, 2014;
Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. May 23, 2015;
Readoption Eff. January 31, 2027.

04 NCAC 08 .0304	LOAN APPLICATIONS and categories (READOPTION WITHOUT SUBSTANTIVE CHANGES)

04 NCAC 08 .0306	required disclosures (READOPTION WITHOUT SUBSTANTIVE CHANGES)

04 NCAC 08 .0313	ARBITRATION POLICIES (READOPTION WITHOUT SUBSTANTIVE CHANGES)

SECTION .0400 ‑ PETITIONS: HEARINGS: TEMPORARY RULES: DECLARATORY RULINGS: CONTESTED CASES

04 NCAC 08 .0401	PETITIONS FOR RULE-MAKING HEARINGS (READOPTION WITHOUT SUBSTANTIVE CHANGES)

04 NCAC 08 .0404	DECLARATORY RULINGS (READOPTION WITHOUT SUBSTANTIVE CHANGES)


